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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



There have been many histories of the Battle of 
Lexington and of the Battle of Concord, some of 
them excellent to the extent of that part of the con- 
test to which they were devoted. From time to time 
gifted orators have gone to the one town or to the 
other, and eloquently portrayed the heroic deeds of 
men within that town on the opening day of the 
American Revolution. No fault should be found 
with any of those, designed as a healthy stimulus 
to local pride, and to foster sentiments of national 
patriotism. 

But the student in American local history needs 
a more extensive view of the operations of that day. 
He needs to be better informed as to the various 
scenes of carnage that were waged along all of those 
nearly twenty miles of highway. Men were slain in 
Lexington and in Concord; but there were many 
others slain in Lincoln, in Arlington, in Cambridge, 
and in Somerville. Nor should we forget the young- 
est martyr of the day, but fourteen years of age, who 
fell in Charlestown. 

For the purpose, then, of presenting to such as 
may be interested, I have assembled here the most 
comprehensive account that has ever been offered, 
and one that aims to be a history of the entire day. 
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VIU PREFACE. 

I have endeavored to make it not only complete 
and interesting, but just and reliable, recognizing 
fully the rights of my own ancestors to rebel, and 
also recognizing the rights of the mother country 
to prevent such rebellion — even by an appeal to 
arms. Since those days we have grown to be a 
mother country ourselves, and have had reason, on 
more than one occasion, to exercise that accepted 
right of parental control. 

This narrative is based upon official reports, sworn 
statements, diaries, letters, and narratives of parrici*- 
pants and iiritnedses; upon accounts of local histo- 
rians and national orators; and, in a few cases, upon 
tradition, if such seetiied authentic and trustworthy. 

But I am Sorry to say that in more than one in« 
stance, I have found even the sworn statements at 
variance with each other. I am satisfied that the 
authors did not intend to mislead in any Way^ but 
simply tried to tell to others what appeared to them. 
Their mental excitement naturally added a little of 
that vivid coloring noticeable in most war narra- 
tives of a personal nature. My work has been to 
harmonize and simplify these, and to extract simply 
the truth. 

In 1775 the greater part of the present town of 
Arlington was a part of Cambridge, and known as 
the Menotomy Precinct. Later it was incorporated 
as a separate town and called West Cambridge. 
Later still its name was changed to Arlington. 
Somerville, in that year, was a jpart of Charlestpwn. 
What remained of Charlestown eventually became 
a part of Boston, though still retaining its ancient 
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name. In writing of the events that happened 
within the boundaries of each^ I shall speak of them 
as of Arlington^ of Somerville, and of Charlestown. 
I am glad to add that the bitterness and hatred, 
so much in evidence on that long-ago battle day, 
no longer exist between the children of the great 
British Nation. 

Frank Warren Coburn. 



Le xct otow, Mass., April 19, 191a. 
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now must depart without even knowing the names 
of those whose memory they would delight to honor. 

For one hundred and forty-five years those names 
were never assembled in one Roll. It was my pleas- 
ure to gather them, and their first appearance in 
such was in The Boston Daily Globe of April 19, 1920. 
There were seventy-five in that first list. The acci* 
dental omission of one name called for the corrected 
list, which appeared in The Boston Sunday Globe of 
May 9 following. One more name was subsequently 
found, making the seventy-seven, and this Roll as 
completed was first printed in a little book of mine, 
^^The Battle on Lexington Common," published in 
March, 192 1. 

The very limited edition of that work is my excuse 
for reprinting the Roll here. 

Of equal importance are the names of those who, 
a little later in the day, were the first- to march 
against the King's soldiers at Concord North Bridge. 
I cannot give them all, but have found those of two 
companies from Concord; one from Acton; two 
from Bedford; and one from Lincoln, 

During the day nearly 3,800 Americans, enrolled 
in seventy-four companies, the contributions of 
twenty-four towns, assembled somewhere along Bat- 
tle Road, and assisted in driving the British back to 
Boston. In a special edition of the first issue of this 
work I enumerated those of sixty-eight companies, 
numbering over 3,600 men. That work is now out 
of print, but may be found in some public libraries. 

There are quite a few new illustrations in this 
edition, most of them of real use to the reader, but 



PREFACE. 



••• 

xin 



some only relatively so^ as those of the old homes of 
the men who were defending them on that day. 

My thanks are due and gratefully given to the 
Lexington Historical Society^ the publisher of the 
present edition; to its President^ Edwin B. Worthen; 
to members of its Publishing Committee, Miss 
Marian P. Kirkland and Mr. Hollis Webster; and 
to Mr. J. Henry Duffy, a member. Their advice 
and practical assistance have been of material value 
to me. Nor should I forget those readers of the first 
edition who were interested enough to forward to 
me their kindly criticisms and helpful suggestions. 
All were gratefully received and many woven into 
this narrative. 

Frank Warren. Coburn. 

LBziifGTOif, Mass., Nov. 29^ 192 1. 
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In Parliament. 

The Treaty of Peace signed at Paris, Feb. lo, 
1763, terminated the prolonged struggle between 
England and France for supremacy in the New 
World. For seven long years it had lasted, and its 
cost had been treasure and blood. Justly proud 
were the British Colonies of the martial success of 
their mother country, a goodly part of which they, 
themselves, had valorously won. 

During the war, and at its close, England had 
been generous in remitting to the Colonial Treas- 
uries large sums in partial liquidation of the war 
expenses advanced by them, but subsequently it 
was esteemed wise, by a majority of her statesmen, 
to gradually replace such sums in the royal coffers 
by a system of colonial taxation very similar to 
modem methods of raising war revenues. In the 
abstract this fact was not particularly disagreeable 
to the colonists, for the necessity was admitted, but 
the arbitrary method of levying those taxes was 
bitterly contested. 

England's Parliament claimed the right to tax the 
distant Colonies even as it taxed the neighboring 
Boroughs, and as a commencement of its financial 
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plan enacted a Stamp Act, so called, to take effect 
Nov. I, 1765, similar in intent and working to the 
modem revenue stamp of our government. These 
stamps were to be purchased of the Crown's officers 
and affixed to certain articles of merchandise, and in 
denominations according to a schedule of taxable 
value. 

The opposition to this act was immediate, con- 
tinuous, and bitter in the extreme, and the result 
was that it was repealed March i8, 1766. 

The next move on the part of the Mother Country 
was the passage of a Military Act which provided 
for the partial subsistence of armed troops on the 
Colonies. Violent opposition to this was also im- 
mediate and general, but without avail. In Boston 
one result was a conflict between the troops and the 
inhabitants on March 5, 1770, and which is now 
referred to as the Boston Massacre. 

In June, 1767, another act taxing tea and other 
commodities was passed, which was repealed April 
12, 1770, on all articles except the tea. Large con- 
signments were sent to America. Ships thus laden 
that arrived in New York were sent back with their 
full cargoes. At Charlestown the tea was landed 
but remained unsold. At Boston a party disguised 
as Indians threw it from the ship into the sea.^ Par- 
liament in consequence passed the Boston Port Bill 
March 7, 1774, closing Boston as a commercial port, 
and removing the Custom House to Salem in another 

1 lo a Gttle cemeterjr at West Pairlee, Vt., it a oiemorial ttoiic wkldi reads 
"WnuCoz, died July 17. 1838, Aged 88. He helped eteep the tea mtlie Atlantic'' 
Hit name teema to have been orerlooked by hiatoriana, to I mcntioo it here. 
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harbor a dozen miles or more northward up the 
coast. 

This act went into effect June i, 1774, and was 
immediately felt by all classes, for all commerce 
ceased. Boston merchants became poor, and Boston 
poor became beggars. The hand of relief, however, 
was extended, even from beyond the sea. The city 
of London in its corporate capacity subscribed 
£30,000.^ In America the assistance was liberal and 
speedy. George Washington headed a subscription 
paper with £50.* 

These severe measures of Parliament, with their 
natural effect of ruin and starvation among the 
people of America, seryed to stimulate a feeling of 
insubordination and of hatred of the Mother Coun* 
try, from which crystallized the First Continental 
Congress, which assembled at Philadelphia Sept. 5, 
1774, soon to be followed by the First Provincial 
Congress of Massachusetts, which met at Salem on 
October 7 of the same year. 

On the question of colonial government Great 
Britain and her American Colonies were not divided 
by the Atlantic Ocean, for on the American side the 
Crown had its ardent supporters, while on the other 
side friends of the American cause were almost as 
numerous as were the oppressors. We have seen 
how the great city of London contributed liberally 
to the Bostonians, shut off from the world by the 
Port Bill, and on the floor of Parliament many 
gifted orators espoused the American cause. 

1 LoMiBs't Hktorj ol tlie United States, page ia6. 
* Frothinsluun'a RiM ol the RepnbUc, page 326. 
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With prophetic eloquence the Lord Mayor, Mr. 
Wilkes, exclaimed: — 

This I know, a successful resisunce is a revolution, not a 
rebellion. . . . Who can tell, sir, whether in consequence of this 
day's violent and mad Address to his Majesty, the scabbard may 
not be thrown away by them as well as by us? • . • But I hope 
the just vengeance of the people will overtake the authors of these 
pernicious councils, and the loss of the first province of the empire 
be speedily followed by the loss of the heads of those ministers 
who advised these wicked and fatal measures.^ 

Lord Chatham, in his motion to withdraw the 
troops from Boston, said: — 

As an American I would recognize to England her supreme 
right of regulatmg commerce and navigation: as an Englishman 
by birth and principle I recognize to the Americans their supreme 
unalienable right in their property; a right in which they are 
justified in the defence of to the last extremity.* 

The Corporation of the City of London passed 
a vote of thanks to Chatham, and to those who 
supported him for having offered to the House 
of Lords a plan to conciliate the differences with 
America.' 

When Lord North's unfriendly proposition for 
conciliating America was introduced, it naturally 
found an advocate in the loyal and courtly General 
Burgoyne, — courtly but courageous; loyal ever to 
his King but not blind to the merits of the claims 
of the Colonists. While modestly pledging his 

1 HaoMrd's ParlUmenury Hiitory, VoL XVIII, coh. ss8» S4a 

* HaiiMrd't ParlUmentary History, VoL XVIII, coL 154. 

• Hansard's pAriiMuaury History, VoL XVni, coL SIS. 
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loyalty to the Crown he could not refrain from 
adding:^ — 

There is a chann in the very winderingt and dreamt of liberty 
that diaarmt an Englishman's anger.^ 

In the debate on the bill for restraining the trade 
and commerce of the English Colonies, Lord Camden 
asked: — 

What are the 10,000 men yon have just voted out to Boston? 
Merely to save General Gage from the disgrace and destruction of 
being sacked in his entrenchments. It is obvious, my Lords, that 
]rou cannot furnish armies or treasure, competent to the mighty 
purpose of subdumg America. ... It is impossible that this 
petty island can continue in dependence that mighty continent.* 

Continuing, he drew a picture of American union 
and American courage that in the end would prevail. 
The Earl of Sandmch replied: — 

Suppose the colonists do abound in men, what does that signify? 
They are raw, undisciplined, cowardly men. I wish instead of 
40 or 50^000 of these brave fellows, they would produce in the 
field at least 200,000, the more the better, the easier would be 
the conquest; if they did not run away, they would starve them- 
selves into compliance with our measures.' 

And the bill was passed. 

One has but to read the stirring debates of that 
memorable year in Parliament — over the petitions 
for redress of grievances from America; over the peti- 
tions for reconciliation from the merchants of Bristol 



1 HuftMrd't ParlUme^Ury Histoiy, VoL XVIII. coL $$$. 

• HaaMrd't Pftrliamenury History, VoL XVIII, cola. 44s. 44S* 

* HiWMrd't Ptfluimenury Hiitorr. Vol. XVIII. coL 44& 
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and of London; over the resolutions offered by its 
own members; and over the addresses to them by 
their King — to realize that the great question of 
American rights had ahnost as many, and surely as 
eloquent, advocates there as here. 

The Provincial Congress. 

As we have seen, the First Continental Congress 
assembled at Philadelphia Sept. 5, 1774. They met 
in Carpenter's Hall. The First Provincial Congress 
of Massachusetts met at Salem on October 7, follow- 
ing. John Hancock was chosen president. In its 
first set of resolutions it announced **the necessity 
of its most vigorous and immediate exertions for 
preserving the freedom and constitution'' of the 
Province. 

The Royal Governor, Gen. Thomas Gage, had 
issued his writs the first day of September, calling 
upon the inhabitants to return representatives to 
the Great and General Court to be convened at 
Salem on the 5th of October. In the meantime, 
becoming alarmed at the tumults and disorders, the 
extraordinary resolves passed by some of the coun- 
ties, the instructions given by Boston and some other 
towns to their representatives, and the general un- 
happy condition of the Province, he determined, that 
the time was not auspicious for such a gathering, 
and accordingly issued a proclamation counter- 
manding the call. However, ninety representatives 
met on that day, waited loyally for the Governor, 
and when he failed to appear adjourned to the next 
day, October 6, and met as a convention, choosing 
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John Hancock chairman. Not much in the way of 
business was accomplished on that day, and they 
adjourned again, until the next, October 7, when they 
met and declared themselves to be a Provincial 
Congress, and chose John Hancock permanent 
chairman. 

Thus the First Provincial Congress was, strictly 
speaking, a self-constituted body, with not even the 
sanction of a popular vote. Yet they felt secure in 
a popular support. They could not pass laws, but 
they could resolve, advise, and recommend, and 
such acts were generally heeded by a majority of 
their fellow citizens.^ 

The military organization of the Province was 
equally without e£Fective power, as they recognized 
no real commanding of&cer of higher rank than 
colonel. It is true that the Congress had nomi- 
nated three general officers, but their real powers 
to command were feeble. The minute men and 
militia were enrolled by thousands, but they were 
poorly equipped, without uniforms, and without 
discipline. They marched to Battle Road in com- 
pany formation, but upon arrival, or very soon after, 
manoeuvred and fought as individuals simply. 

The Second Provincial Congress, more nearly an 
elective body than the first, realized their own lack 
of authority over the people and particularly over 
the military branch of their constituents. They 

1 See their "adrice" to cootUblet and to Ux ooUectort Oct. 14, 1774, not to p«]r 
money! collected bjr them to the royal treasurer of the Province, Hon. Harriwa 
Gray (Jonmale of Each Prorindal CbogreM of MaMachusetts, page 19), and their 
*' recommendation " to towns, October 18, to direct their coosublcs and tax col- 
lectors to pay snch moneys to their appointee as Receiver General, Henry Gardner 
Oonmals of Each Provincial Cbotress of Massachnsetts, page 38). 
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wrote to the Condnental Congress at Philadelphia, 
under date of May i6, 1775, stating that they were 
compelled to raise an army; of their triumph at 
having one consisting of their own countrymen; but 
they admitted a lack of civil power to provide for 
and control it. And they asked for advice from the 
greater Congress, which represented all the Colonies, 
as to the taking up and exercising of the necessary 
powers of a civil government.^ 

Let us, then, as we go forward with this narrative, 
bear these facts in mind, that we may not, in this 
very first day of a new nation's struggle for liberty, 
expect too much from those who had the wisdom, 
the strength, the courage and the skill, but greatly 
lacked the first elements of a civil government or a 
military force, — discipline and efficiency. 

The First Provincial Congress next met in Con- 
cord Oct. II, 1774. Hancock was chosen president, 
an office higher than permanent chairman. Several 
following days were devoted to public business. 
From there they addressed a communication to 
General Gage, wherein they expressed the appre- 
hensions excited in their minds by the rigorous 
execution of the Port Bill; by the alteration of the 
Charter; by the administration of justice in the 
Colony; by the number of troops in the capital 
(Boston); and particularly by the formidable and 
hostile preparations on Boston Neck. And they 
asked, rather pointedly, '* whether an inattentive 
and unconcerned acquiescence in such alarming, 
and menacing measures would not evidence a state 

> Joanub of Each ProrinGaal CbotrcM of Manachutettt, page tso» 
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of insanity?" They entreated him to reduce the 
fortress at the entrance to Boston, and concluded 
by assuring His Excellency that they had not the 
least intention of doing any harm to His Majesty's 
troops.^ 

Four days later, October 17, sitting at Cambridge, 
they received his reply. It was altogether lacking 
in sarisfacrion. He answered them, as to the forti- 
fication on Boston Neck, that "unless annoyed" it 
would "annoy nobody." And the rest of his com- 
munication was equally unassuring. 

On October 19 a committee was appointed to 
inquire into the then present state and operations 
of the British Army,' and on October 20 another 
committee, to report on what was necessary to be 
done for the safety and defence of the Province.* 

Matters were crystallizing very fast, for on Oc- 
tober 24 a committee was appointed to consider and 
report on the most proper time for the Province to 
provide a stock of powder, ordnance, and ordnance 
stores. That same afternoon one of the members, 
Mr. Bliss, was ordered to wait upon the committee 
to ascertain their reply. They quickly responded 
that their opinion was that **notv** was the proper 
time to procure such a stock.^ Another committee 
was at once appointed to take into consideration 
and determine the quantity and expense thereof.^ 

On the afternoon of the following day, October 
25, the schedule was presented to the Congress, and 

* Jovnub of Each Pitnnncbl CbofrcM of NfMMdiiiiettt, pmgt iS. 

* Jonnult of Each Pronncial Coagrett of MaMadmaetts, page aa. 

I Jouniala of Eadi Provincial Coogrett of MaMachvtetta, page aj. 

* Jovrnals of Each Prorindal Cbo^eaa of Maaaachiiactta, page t9» 
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one of its items called for i,ooo barrels of powder, 
and the proposed expense was £10,737. Items were 
added by the Congress to increase the amount to 
£20,837. It was likewise ordered *'that all the 
matters which shall come under consideration before 
this Congress be kept secret.''' 

On October 26 it was resolved that a Committee 
of Safety should be appointed, whose business it 
should be '^most carefully and diligently to inspect 
and observe all and every such person and persons 
as shall at any time, attempt or enterprise the 
destruction, invasion, detriment or annoyance of 
this province.'' And they should have the power 
to alarm, muster and cause to be assembled with 
the utmost expedition, and completely armed for 
the defence, such of the militia as they shall deem 
necessary for its defence.' And it was also resolved 
that as the security of the lives, liberties, and prop- 
erties of these inhabitants depended on their skill 
in the military art and in their being properly and 
effectively armed, it was therefore recommended 
that they immediately provide themselves with 
those qualifications.' 

On October 27 Congress appointed a Committee 
of Safety, consisring of nine members, three from 
Boston and six from the country, John Hancock, 
chairman, and also a Commissary, or Committee 
of Supplies, consisting of five members.^ At a sub- 
sequent meeting on the same day, Jedidiah Preble 

* Joonidt of Each Pranriacial CoQfr^w of MaatadiiiMttt, page 3(x 

* Jonnult of Each Pramcial Coofr^ta of Mmifhowtti, paga 3a. 
> Jouraala of Eadi Prorindai Congrcta of Manarhiwatti, paga 34. 
*• Jouraala of Eadi ProriBdal CbogrcM of Manarhntrttf, page 33. 
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was elected to be chief in command, and Artemas 
Ward, second.^ 

On October 29 a vote was passed recommending 
that the inhabitants perfect themselves in the mili- 
tary art.' On that same day a committee was 
appointed to wait upon His Excellency the Governor 
to express their surprise at his active warlike prepara* 
tions, and to announce that their constituents would 
not expect them to be guided by his advice.' But 
before the conclusion of this session another resolu- 
tion was passed to the e£Fect that the lives and 
liberties of the inhabitants depended upon their 
knowledge and skill in the military art.^ 

The First Provincial Q)ngress was dissolved Dec. 
10, 1774, every session of its deliberations having 
been devoted to the civil rights and liberties of the 
people over which it had presided. 

The Second Provincial Congress was convened in 
Concord Feb. i, 1775. One of its earliest acts, 
February 9, was to appoint Hon. Jedidiah Preble, 
Hon. Artemas Ward, Col. Seth Pomeroy, Col. John 
Thomas, and Col. William Heath general of&cers.' 
The same day, in an address to the inhabitants of 
the Massachusetts Bay, they said, ^'Though we 
deprecate a rupture with the Mother State, yet we 
must urge you to every preparation for your neces- 
sary defence."' 

Nor were the Indians neglected in these strong 

* Journals of Eadi ProrincUI CoogreM of MMMcfaotettt, page S5* 

* Jooraak of Each Proinncial Coogrett of MaMachtnettt, page 41. 

* Journab of Each Pnmndal CbogrcM of MaMachasetta, page 45. 

* Joumak of Each Proyincial Congrcat of MaiMchutetta, page 48. 
I Journals of Each Provincial Cbngreia of Massachosetta, page 90. 

* Journals of Each Proinncial Coogreas of Massachusetts, page 91. 
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appeals to the patriotism of the inhabitanU of the 
Massachusetts Bay, for under date of April i, 1775, 
an address was issued to Johdakin Mothksin and 
the rest of the Indians of Stockbridge, expressing 
great pleasure that they were ''willing to uke up 
the hatchet,** and announcing that Cblonel Paterson 
and Captain Goodridge should present each that 
had enlisted a blanket and a ribbon. A committee 
was also appointed to address the chief of the 
Mohawks.^ 

The Committee of Safety met for the first time 
at the house of Capuin Stedman, in Cambridge, 
Wednesday, Nov. 2, 1774, and organized, as we 
have stated, with John Hancock, chairman. John 
Pigeon was chosen clerk. Their first vote after 
organization was a recommendation to the C6m- 
mittee of Supplies to procure as soon as may be, 335 
barrels of pork, 700 barrels of flour, 20 tierces of rice, 
300 bushels of peas, and that these be distributed in 
Worcester and Concord. On November 8, follow- 
ing, in joint meeting with the Committee on Sup- 
plies, the latter was advised to procure all of the 
arms and ammunition possible from the neighboring 
Provinces, and that they might with safety engage 
to pay for the same on arrival. 

At subsequent meetings various military stores 
were liberally provided. With a unanimous vote 
on Feb. 21, 1775, by both committees in joint ses- 
sion, it was decided that the Committee of Supplies 
should purchase all kinds of military stores sufficient 
for an army of 15,000 men.' It did not then seem 



1 JoanMJt ol Each PlwiBcial CbotrcM of MaaMchiMctta, ptfct lis. Ii6b 
* Jfounult of Each Pronacuil CbotrcM of MaMachoaettf, ptfct $0$^ SOQw 
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to them as if a peaceful solution of the estrangement 
were longer possible. 

The last meeting of the Provincial Congress, 
before the battle, was held in Concord April 15, and 
when it adjourned it was until May 10. But, con- 
sidering '^the great uncertainty of the present times/' 
it was provided, however, that a call might issue 
for an earlier assembling. Only two days elapsed 
before apprehensions of immediate danger arose, 
which grew so intense that Richard Devens, on 
the 1 8th, issued a summons for immediate assem- 
bling at Concord. Although it was circulated 
with the greatest despatch, many of the members 
could not have learned of it before the marching 
of the British troops on that same night from 
Boston Common. 

The meeting was finally assembled on April 22, 
and quickly adjourned to Watertown, evidently to 
be in closer touch with the thrilling events that had 
so dramatically opened.^ 

BiuTisH Forces in Boston. 

Gen. Thomas Gage, commander of the British 
forces in America, and successor of Thomas Hutchin- 
son as Governor of the Massachusetts Bay, landed in 
Boston May 13, 1774. Inspired by a hope that his 
administration might soften the feeling of resentment 
against the Mother Country by annulling some of 
its causes, his reception on the t7th was dignified 
and cordial. He was greeted with cheers by the 
multitude, the firing of salutes in his honor, and a 

* Joonuls of Eadi PrariacUl Congrctt of MuMchmetts, ptfct 146, I47* 
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lavish banquet in Fanenfl HalL^ A few weeks be- 
fore he had assured his King that the Americans 
^will be lions while we are lambs; but if we take 
the resolute part they will prove very weak.*** 

His military force then in Boston was less than 
4,000 men,* and consisted of the 4th, or King's Own 
5th; loth; 17th; three companies dF the i8th; 22d 
23d; 38th; 43d; 44th; 47th; sid; S9th; 63d; 64th 
six or eight companies of artillery; and six or eight 
companies of marines, numbering 460, under Major 
Ktcaim.* 

Major General Heath is the authority for the 
statement that the Provincial Congress appcnnted 
a committee to make inquiry into the state of oper- 
ation of the British Army in Boston, and on the 20th 
of March they reported that there were about 2,850 
men distributed as follows: Boston Common, about 
1,700; Fort Hill, 400; Boston Neck, 340; in bar- 
racks at the Castle, about 330; King Street, 80; 
that they were erecting works at Boston Neck on 
both sides of the way, well constructed and well 

> Froddngluun's Rite of the RepobKc ci tbe United Statet, pege S3a> 

• Frockiafluai't Rite ol the RcpnbBc ci the United Statet, pege jiS. 
■ Hale ia Memorial Hinory of BoMoo, VoL HI. page 79> 

* Tbie Ikt I make ap from a docaoMiit fnun among ^ Svett papcra, and an 
anicie in the Atlantic Monthly, April, 1877, entitled A British Oficer in Boaton 
b 1775. The Swett manoecript it intercatittg as giring dw distinctiTe onifonna, 
as folSoirs: — 

"Fourth or King's Own, red faced with white; Sth, Lord Ptocr, red bced with 
blue; 10th, red bced with green; 17th, Light Dragoons, red ficed with rdlow; 
Sid, Gen. Gage, red faced with white; ssd. Gen. Howe, red fsced with blue; 38th, 
Gen. Piget, red faced with jreUow; 43rd, red ficed with light buff; 44th, red 
faced with yellow; S*d, red fsced with white; S9th, called the Pompadonrs, red 
faced with crimson; 69d, red fsced with yellow; 64th, red fsced with Mack; 
artHlcry, Uvc fsced with red; Marines, red fsced with white.** 

Some ol these were encamped on the Common. 
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executed. The works were in forwardness and 
mounted with ten brass and two iron cannon. The 
old fortification at the entrance of the town was 
replaced a^d rendered much stronger by the addi- 
tion of timber and earth to the parapet, and ten 
pieces of iron cannon were mounted on the old 
platform. A block house had been brought from 
Governor's Island and was being erected on the 
south side of the Neck.^ 

But a short time was required to show that in 
every political question General Gage was loyal to 
his King. Accordingly throughout the Province, 
the press, the pulpit, the expression of opinion in 
public meetings, while professing loyalty to the 
King personally, were extremely bitter against his 
representative in command. 

Conventions were held in the various counties of 
the Province, the earliest one being in Berkshire 
County July 6, 1774, followed by the one in Worces- 
ter County August 9. Resolutions were passed at 
each, professing loyalty to the King, but remon- 
strating strongly against Parliament. It was left for 
the Middlesex County Convention, August 30, to 
pass resolutions that rang throughout the Province. 
While also professing loyalty to the King their final 
sentence was — 

No danger shall affright, no difficulties intimidate us; and if 
in support of our rights we are called to encounter even death, 
we are yet undaunted, sensible that he can never die too soon, 
who lays down his life in support of the laws and liberty of his 
country. 

* Heath*! Mdnoin, vrittea bj kinMcli. Bottoo, 1796. P«c« n* 
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Nor was General Gage idle in aoqniring infcrma- 
tiott about the Provincial Army being assembled 
and the topographical features of the oonntry 
aiooad Boston. His troops were eq)eciany trained 
by marches over the highways in the Yidnity,* and 
his spies brought him maps and reports firom the 
scenes of his possibk future operations. The two 
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who acted for him in this secret service were Cap- 
tain Brown of the 52d Regiment, and Ensign D'Ber- 
nicre of the loth Regiment. They were disguised 
in ^^ brown clothes" with '^reddish handkerchiefs" 
tied about their necks, and were accompanied by a 
servant. All three were well armed. 

General Gage's instructions to them, under date 
of Feb. 22, 1775, called for description of the roads, 
rivers, and hills; available places for encampments; 
whether or not the churches and churchyards were 
advantageous spots to take post in and capable of 
being made defensible. They were also told that 
information i^^ould be useful in reference to the 
provisions, forage, etc., which could be obtained at 
the several places they should pass through. 

Their first trip was to Worcester, in the latter 
part of February, and their next one to Concord, 
for which place they set out. on March 20, passing 
through Roxbury, Brookline, and Weston, where 
they stopped at the Jones Tavern. Then they pro- 
ceeded through Sudbury, crossed over the South 
Bridge into Concord village, where they were enter- 
tained by a Mr. Bliss, a friend of the royal govern- 
ment. 

Wherever they went their mission was known in 
spite of their disguises. They succeeded, however, 
in bringing back to General Gage a very tolerable 
description of the country, and so fulfilled their 
mission. In Concord, especially, they located many 
of the provincial military stores, — information 
particularly useful to the invading force on April 19. 

Having thus possessed himself of sufficient data. 
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General Gage then laid his plans for a midnight 
march to Lexington and Concord, with the view, 
possibly, of capturing Hancock and Adams, who 
were known to be at the former place, and especially 
of destroying all the warlike supplies that had been 
gathered at Concord. 

On April 15 the grenadiers and light infantry had 
been relieved from duty, with the excuse that they 
were to learn a new exercise. That night, about 
12 o'clock, boats belonging to the transports which 
had been hauled up for repairs were launched and 
moored under the stems of the men-of-war.^ The 
^^ Somerset " was anchored near the Charlestown 
Ferry.* These movements awakened the suspicions 
of Dr. Warren, who lost no time in notif3ring Han- 
cock and Adams, then at Lexington. On the after- 
noon of April 18 he learned from several sources 
that the British were about to move. A gunsmith 
named Jasper learned as much from a British ser- 
geant, and lost no time in informing Colonel Waters 
of the Committee of Safety, who in turn gave the 
news to Warren.' John Ballard, connected with 
the stable in Milk Street, overheard some one in the 
Province House remark that there would "be hell 
to pay to-morrow," a remark so full of significance 
that he reported it to a friend of liberty in Ann 
Street, thought to have been William Dawes, who 
in turn reported it to Paul Revere.' 

That night General Gage despatched ten or more 
sergeants, partially disguised, along the highways in 

> Frothtatbain't Si«ge of Botton, p«t* 5& 

• Holluid, p«tc* 7> S. 
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Cambridge and beyond, toward O>ncord. They were 
instructed to intercept any passersby, and so prevent 
his intended movement from becoming known. A 
party of his officers dined at Wetherby's Tavern^ in 
Menotomy (now Arlington), where also met that 
day the 0>mmittee of Safety and Committee of 
Supplies, some of whom — Mr. Gerry, Colonel Ome, 
and Colonel Lee — remained to pass the night.* 

Solomon Brown of Lexington, a young man nine- 
teen years old, was the first to report in that town 
the unusual occurrence of so many officers along the 
highways in the night, and it was surmised there 
that the capture of Hancock and Adams was in- 
tended. Brown was returning home from Boston 
when they passed him on the road. Somehow gain- 
ing the front again he rode rapidly into Lexington 
village and reported what he had seen. Sergeant 
Munroe and eight men were sent to guard the par- 
sonage where the patriot statesmen were stopping, 
and Solomon Brown, Jonathan Loring, and Elijah 
Sanderson, all members of Captain Parker's Com- 
pany of Minute Men, were despatched to watch the 
officers after they had passed through Lexington 
toward Concord. They followed them on horseback 
into Lincoln, about two and a half miles from Lex- 
ington village, where they were ambushed by the 
ones they were following and taken prisoners. It 
was then about lo o'clock in the evening of April i8. 
They were detained until Revere was also captured 
at the same place a few hours later, early in the 
morning of the 19th. 

* Known aho m the BUck Hofw TiYcn. 

* FrothSniham, pat« la 
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The British start for Lexington and Concord. 

The grenadiers and light infantiyy under command 
of Lieut. Col. Francis Smith of the loth Regiment, 
augmented by a detachment of marines under Maj. 
John Pitcainiy assembled at the foot of Boston Com- 
mon on the evening of April i8, and at about half 
past 10 o'clock embarked for Lechmere Point, or, as 
it was often called at that time, Phip's Farm, in East 
Cambridge. They numbered about 800 men.^ 

The "foot of the Common," was not far from the 
present comer of Boylston and Charles streets, and 
just there was the shore line of the Back Bay, a 
large body of water opening out into the Charles 
River. Since then the bay has been filled in, and is 
now an attractive residential district bearing still 
its ancient aquatic name, however*. 

The transportation was by means of the rowboats 
connected with the British men-of-war and trans- 
ports, and war thus necessarily slow, and undoubt- 
edly required several trips. It seems probable that 
their course was westerly a little way, along the 
present Boylston Street, then nottherly along the 
present Arlington Street, into the Charles River and 
across to Lechmere Point, a distance of about a 
mile and a quarter. 

They landed in the marshes nearly opposite the 
Court House on Second Street, for East Cambridge 
also was much smaller then than now. The water 
was too shallow to allow the heavily loaded boats to 

* Frorhintham't Siege of Boston. 
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reach dry landy so the troops waded knee deep to 
the shore. There they were halted in a "dirty 
road/' as one of the British officers present termed 
it,^ and detained still longer, that each might receive 
a day^s rations and thirty-six rounds of ammunition. 

The Messengers of Alarm. 

The invading army safely across the Charles 
River was now really on its way, but with all its 
precautions for secrecy, its coming was even at that 
moment being heralded in every direction. The 
ever-vigilant Sons of Liberty had noticed the un- 
usual movements of the troops after dark, and so 
informed Dr. Warren. He quickly summoned Wil- 
liam Dawes and Paul Revere. Dawes arriving first 
was the first to start, and his route to Lexington 
was through Roxbury. So to him belongs the credit 
of being the first messenger out of Boston bearing 
the alarm of the British invasion. Paul Revere 
came soon after, and was carried over the Charles 
River considerably farther down than the British 
soldiers were crossing, and landed in Charlestown. 
His route to Lexington was much shorter than the 
one through Roxbury. 

Dr. Warren had arranged with these two men for 
this especial work, and so they were ready. Dawes 
had left home that afternoon, not even confiding to 
his wife his intention. Immediately after the em- 
barkation he was ready and on his way. He man- 
aged to elude the guard at Boston Neck by passing 

> Dianr of • Britith Oflkcr b Bottoa ia I77S* 
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out with some soldiers. His ride was then through 
Roxbury, Brookline, Brighton, over the Charks 
River by bridge into Cambridge, at Harvard Square, 
and thence directly on to Lexington. So much 
longer was his route than Revere's that he did not 
reach there until half an hour later than Revere did, 
and then found that Hancock and Adams had been 
alarmed. The work of \l^lliam Dawes was effident 
over the route he traveled. In Lexington Revere 
waited for Dawes, and from there onwards toward 
Concord they traveled together. It is to be re- 
gretted that a more detailed account of the ride of 
William Dawes cannot be given, but momentary 
flashes of light reveal his course and his work. Re- 
vere left a narrative of his ride, and historians have 
fallen into the error of supposing him to be the only 
messenger with the warlike tidings. As we progress 
with this narrative we shall surmise that William 
Dawes and Paul Revere were but two out of many, 
for the exciting news radiated in every direction, 
and could only have been borne by riders equally as 
patriotic and fleet as those two. 

The previous Sunday evening Paul Revere had 
been out to Lexington for a conference with Han- 
cock and Adams, and on his return that same night 
to Charlestown he had agreed with Colonel Conant 
and some others to display lanterns in the North 
Church steeple if the troops should march, — one 
lantern if they went by land, which meant out over 
Boston Neck, through Roxbury, Brookline, and 
Brighton, into Harvard Square, Cambridge, and 
two if they crossed the Charles River in boats and 
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landed at Lechmere Point in East Cambridge. This 
arrangement was made because it was surmised that 
no messenger would be allowed to leave Boston with 
the news while the troops were leaving. 

When Revere left Warren his first duty was to 
call upon Capt. John Pulling, Jr.,^ and arrange for 
the signal lanterns. Then he went to his home in 
North Square for his boots and surtout, and from 
there to where his boat was moored beneath a cob- 
wharf, near the present Craigie Bridge, in the north 
part of the town. Two friends accompanied him, 
Joshua Bentley and Thomas Richardson.* 

Their point of starting was not far from the then 
Charlestown Ferry, the boats of which were drawn 
up nightly at 9 o'clock. Out in the Charles River 
was anchored the "Somerset", a British man-of- 
war. It was young flood, and the moon was rising.' 
Fearing that the noise of the oars in the oarlocks 
might alarm the sentry. Revere despatched one of 
his companions for something to muffle them with, 
who soon returned with a petticoat, yet warm from 
the body of a fair daughter of Liberty, who was 
glad to contribute to the cause.^ Rowing out into 
the river and passing to the eastward of the ^^ Som- 
erset" they looked back, and there, shining from 
the tall steeple of Christ Church, the Old North, 
were two signal lanterns. 

1 Boston Sondaj Globe, April 19, 1908. Article on Lanterni bniif in the 
Steeple. 

• Goee. E. H.. Life of Panl Rerere. 

• Full moon April 15; moon roee on April iS, at 9*45 r<M* Low'i Alnunacb 

for 1775. 

< She was an ancestor oi John R. Adan, and lired in the Ochterlonr>Adan 

hooae, at the comer (tf North and North Centre ttreeta. Com, Life of Paol Revere. 
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Far up into the vaDejrs ci the Mystic and the 
Charles those twinkling rays Reamed, and their 
meaning, picked up wherever it fell, was carried 
still farther to the remoter hamlets and villages 
beyond the hills. 

When Captain Palling left Paul Revere he pro- 
ceeded at once to the home of the seztcm of Christ 
Churchy Robert Newman, who lived on Salem 
Street, opposite Bennett Street. Pulling was ves- 
tryman of the church, and when he demanded the 
keys of Newman they were handed to him without 
question. Pulling proceeded to the church, climbed 
the belfry stairs, hung two lighted lanterns out of 
the highest little window, forty-two feet above the 
sidewalk,^ descended, made his exit through a 
window, and so escaped unnoticed. 

Those lanterns were seen by all who looked, and 
quickly British soldiers sought out the sexton and 
placed him under arrest. His denial of any knowl- 
edge as to who displayed the lanterns was believed, 
and he was released. Pulling, disguised as a sailor, 
escaped from Boston in a fishing vessel, landed in 
Nantucket, and did not return until after the siege.' 

Revere and his two companions reached the 
Charlestown shore in safety. Their landing place 
was near the old battery at Gage's Wharf, not far 
from No. 85 of the present Water Street, near City 
Square. They were met by Colonel Conant and 
several others, who reported that the lanterns had 

> GoM. Life of Paul Rercre. 

* Capt. John PuUinf , Jr^ wm mo of John and Martha Pnllinf. Born In 
Boston Feb. i8» 1737. Retidedonoornerof AnnandCroatetreetttni775* 
in 1787. GoM, life of Paul Revere. 




THE BATTLE OF APRIL I9, I775. 25 

been seen and interpreted. While Revere was wait- 
ing for his horse, which was furnished by Deacon 
Larkin, Richard Devens, oncf of the Committee of 
Safety, came and told Revere that as he came down 
the road from Lexington after sundown that evening 
he met ten British officers, all well mounted and 
armed, going up the road. 

It was about ii o'clock when Revere started from 
the Charlestown shore on his mission to alarm. He 
had intended to proceed over Charlestown Neck, 
through Somerville to Cambridge and thence to 
Lexington. Just such a ride as his had been antici- 
pated, for he had gone but a short distance along the 
Cambridge road beyond Charlestown Neck when he 
perceived two mounted British officers halted under 
the shadows of a tree in a narrow part of the road.^ 
Near by was the gibbet where Mark, the negro 
slave, executed in 1755 for poisoning his master, 
hung in chains for about fifteen years. 

Revere wheeled his horse and made his escape, 
retreating along the road to the Neck, then turning 
into the Mystic road, which runs over Winter Hill 
into Medford.* There he awakened the captain of 
the Minute Men, Isaac Hall, and alarmed almost if 
not every house on the way to Lexington. His 
road was through West Medford to Arlington Centre, 
there turning at the Cooper Tavern northwesterly 
toward Lexington. He reached the parsonage in 
Lexington at midnight, which then stood on the 
westerly side of Bedford Road, about a quarter of 

1 In Somenrille on Wathiagton Street, near Crescent Street. 

• Now BmtAwuy and Main Street in Somerrille, and Main Street in Medford. 
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a mile beyond the Common.^ WHlthin were sleeping 
John Hancock and Samuel Adams. Keeping guard 
outside were eight men under Sergt. William Munroe, 
who cautioned Revere not to make too much noise 
lest he should awaken the family, who had just 
retired. 

"Noise!" exlaimed Revere; "you'll have noise 
enough before long. The Regulars are coming 
out." 

But he had already alarmed the inmates, for the 
window was raised, and the parson, Mr. Clarke, 
inquired who was there. Revere, without answer- 
ing the question, said he wished to see Mr. Hancock. 

"Come in. Revere!" exclaimed Hancock, who 
also had been awakened; "we are not afraid of you." 

Half an hour later Dawes rode up from his longer 
ride from Boston.' Dawes and Revere partook cS 
refreshments and together set out for Concord. 
Not far beyond Lexington Common they were 
overtaken by a young man. Dr. Samuel Prescott, 
whose home was in Concord. That evening he 
had been visiting the young lady to whom he was 
engaged to be married, Miss Mulliken of Lexington. 
Revere spoke of the ten officers that Devens had 
met, and of the probability that they would attempt 
to stop them before they should reach Concord. It 
was planned to alarm every house on the way. Dr. 
Prescott volunteered to remain with the two riders, 
as his acquaintance with the people along the road 

1 Bedford Road it nam called Hancock Street, and a newer road to Bedford k 
called Bedford Street. The old paraooage it etUl •tandtnfc thoogli mored from 
ha origSnal locatSon to one a few rod* acroee tlie street. 

• Rcrere^e ride was iiU miles, and Dawes's ride was i6f| miles. 
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might be needed to vouch for the genuineness of the 
message. 

His company was accepted and very welcome. 
They rode along, alarming each household, a little 
over two and a half miles from Lexington O>mmon. 
Dawes and Prescott had stopped at a house to 
arouse the inmates, and Revere was about a hundred 
rods ahead, when he saw two men in the highway. 
He called loudly for Dawes and Prescott to come up, 
thinking to capture them, but just then two more 
appeared, coming through the bars from a pasture 
on the right, or northerly side of the road, where 
they had been standing in the shadow of a tree. 
They proved to be officers of the British Army. 
Dawes wheeled his horse back toward Lexington 
and escaped. Prescott and Revere attempted to 
ride toward Concord, but were intercepted and 
ordered to move through the bars into the pasture 
or have their brains blown out. They preferred to 
do as ordered, but when a little way inside, Prescott 
said to Revere, ^*Put on," and immediately jumped 
his horse over the stone wall at his left and disap- 
peared down the farm road leading into a ravine 
where rise the headwaters of the Shawsheen River. 
He knew the location well, and easily followed the 
road through the thicket until it comes out on the 
Concord road again, a half mile or so beyond. 
Revere, not so well acquainted with the location, 
headed toward the dense woods on the lower edge 
of the pasture, thinking to dismount within their 
shadows and escape on foot. Six more British 
officers were in hiding there, and they easily seized 
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his horse's bridle, and with pistols leveled at his 
breast ordered him to dismount. 

And so there in Lincoln, about two and one-half 
miles beyond Lexington, ended the midnight rides 
of William Dawes and Paul Revere. Prescott had 
gone on to continue the alarm, Dawes had retreated 
toward Lexington, and Revere was a prisoner. 
While the latter was being secured, three or four of 
the officers started up the road in pursuit of Dawes, 
who galloped his horse furiously up to a farmhouse, 
where he reined in so suddenly that he was thrown 
to the ground. \^^th great presence of mind he 
shouted loudly for assistance, exclaiming: "Hello, 
my boys. I've got two of 'em." 

The British in pursuit, supposing they were 
ambushed in turn, retreated and made good their 
escape. Dawes rose from the ground and found 
himself quite alone, for the house, which might 
have contained a force of American Minute Men, 
was empty and deserted. He mounted his horse 
and rode leisurely away.^ 

But Revere was not the only prisoner captured 
by the British officers in Lincoln. Solomon Brown, 
Jonathan Loring, and Elijah Sanderson, all of Lex- 
ington, had been passing along at that place about 
10 o'clock the previous evening (for it was now after 
midnight, April 19), and were detained and being 
held as prisoners when Revere was added. A one- 

^ Unfortniiateljr no poet hM ever thooflit the ride of WilBem Dewet a eul- 
ficieatlx dmllinff one for a place in poetic literature. Wbea he left the farmhooae 
he rode into obtcority. For the bcidenta in linooln that he took part in I am 
indebted to hit tranddaoghter, Mrt. Mehiuble May Goddard, as narrated in 
Henrr W. Holland's book. Wilfiam Dawet and hia Ride with Paul Rerere. 
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handed 'peddler, Allen by name, was also a prisoner, 
having been captured after Brown and his two com- 
panions. For some reason he was not long delayed, 
but released, and went his way. 

Revere was ordered to dismount, and one of the 
six proceeded to examine him, asking his name; if 
he was an express; and what time he left Boston. 
He answered each question truthfully, and added 
that the troops in passing the river had got aground; 
that he had alarmed the country on the way up; 
and that 500 Americans would soon be present. 
This was rather disturbing news for his captors, and 
the one who had acted as spokesman rode to the 
four who had first halted the messengers. After a 
short conference the five returned on a gallop, and 
one of them, whom Revere afterwards found to 
be Major Mitchell of the 5th Regiment, clapped a 
pistol to his head, and, calling him by name, said 
he should ask him some questions, and if they were 
not answered truthfully he should blow his brains 
out. Revere answered the many questions, some of 
them new ones and some the same as he had already 
answered. He was then directed to mount, and the 
whole party proceeded toward Lexington. After 
riding about a mile Major Mitchell instructed the 
officer leading Revere's horse to turn him over to the 
sergeant, who was instructed to blow the prisoner's 
brains out if he attempted to escape, or if any insults 
were offered to his captors on the way. 

When within half a mile of Lexington meeting 
house, on the G>mmon, they heard a gun fired, and 
Major Mitchell, beginning to feel alarmed, asked 
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Revere its cause, who told him it was an alarm. The 
other prisoners were then ordered to dismount, and 
one of the officers cut the bridles of their horses and 
drove them away. Revere asked to be discharged, 
also, but his request was not heeded. 

G>ming a little nearer to the meeting house, 
within sight of it in fact, they heard a volley of gun 
shots, whereupon Major Mitchell called a halt, and 
questioned Revere again as to the distance to Cam- 
bridge, and if there were two roads going there, etc. 
He then ordered him to dismount and exchange 
horses with the sergeant, who cut away bridle and 
saddle from his own, which was a small one and well- 
nigh exhausted, before completing the exchange.^ 

The officers then hastily disappeared down the 
road toward Lexington meeting house, and Revere 
made his way, probably afoot, across the old ceme- 
tery and the adjacent pasture near Lexington Com- 
mon, to the parsonage on Bedford Road, where he 
had left Hancock and Adams a few hours earlier. 

The entire distance that Revere rode, from the 
Charlestown shore to the spot in Lincoln where he 
was captured, and back to Lexington Common, was 
between eighteen and nineteen miles, and the 
elapsed time nearly four hours. 

Flight op Hancock and Adams. 

The narration of Revere's adventures was eagerly 
listened to by the patriots assembled at the parson- 

^ Traditioo mts that Deaooa Larkin't hone died from the effects of the 
ttrenaoot ride of Revere, bat it te probeUe that hh tecood rider may lure been 
equally or more of a coatribntory dioee, as Rercre^s ride was not k»t and fut 
eaon^ to kiD a horse in sound 
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age. Hancock and Adams were urged to flee by 
their friends. Hancock was loth to do so, but 
Adams persuaded him that their duties were execu- 
tive rather than military, so they prepared for a 
hasty retreat. Their flight commenced in a chaise 
driven by Jonas Qarke, son of the minister.' Mr. 
Lowell, Hancock's secretary, and Paul Revere 
accompanied them for two miles into Burlington, 
where they stopped, first at the house of Mr. Reed 
for a little time, and then continued farther on to 
the home of Madame Jones, widow of Rev. Thomas 
Jones, and of Rev. Mr. Marrett. Then they sent 
back to the parsonage for Hancock's betrothed, 
Dorothy Quincy, his aunt, Mrs. Hancock, and 
lastly, a ^^fine salmon,'' which had been presented 
to them for dinner, and naturally forgotten as they 
started on their flight. All of these arrived in due 
time, and then Revere and Lowell returned to Lex- 
ington G>mmon, with the intention of rescuing a 
trunk and its contents which belonged to Hancock, 
and which he had left at the Buckman Tavern. 

The fugitives were about to sit down to the 
salmon dinner when a Lexington farmer, in great 
excitement, rushed in exclaiming that the British 
were coming, and that his wife was even then in 
*^ eternity." The salmon dinner was abandoned, and 
the flight continued, under the guidance of Mr. 
Marrett, to Amos Wyman's, where they finally sat 
down to a dinner, not of salmon, but of cold salt 
pork and potatoes served on a wooden tray. The 
last stopping place was just over the boundary line 

iHolUod. 
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of Woburn into Billerica, easterly from the present 
Lowell Turnpike, and northerly from the Lexington 
parsonage about four miles. 

Samuel Adams had. left behind him somewhere on 
the road his immortal saying: ''What a glorious 
morning for America is this/'^ 

Revere and Lowell reached Buckman Tavern, and 
there learned from a man who had just come up the 
road that the troops were within two miles. They 
proceeded to a chamber for the trunk, which they 
secured, and, looking out of the window toward 
Boston, saw the King's soldiers but a little way off. 
They quickly made their exit from the Tavern, 
passed along the Common through Captain Parker's 
company, or rather a small part of it, and heard his 
words: ''Let the troops pass by and don't molest 
them without they begin first."* 

When a little farther along, *'noi half gunshot o/," 
as Revere expresses it, he heard a single gun, turned 
and saw the smoke of it rising just in front of the 
troops, heard them give a great shout, saw them 
run a few paces, heard irregular firing as of an ad- 
vance guard, and then firing by platoons. 

The American Revolution had indeed commenced. 



^ It hM tometiiiMt been written that Hancock and Adamt firtt went to a Bttle 
liocded bin acrat^eatteriy from the iMinooafe orerlookint Lezinston ComaMA. and 
perbapa half a mile awaT» where tber remamed co a cea l e d vntil after the Brititb 
had pataed, and that Adamt, lookint down npon that fint ecene of bl oo d » b «d, 
e ip fc at cd bimaelf aa abore quoted. Bat I cannot reconcile that ttatemcat with 
Rerere't own rtnkm of the flight wberem be apeaki of foing with tbem two 
milet and then retoming for Hancock't trunk at the Buckman TaTen, which 
be tncceeded in getting juet before the Brititb arrired there at $ o^dock. Thna 
Adamt could not bare witnetted the opening tcene on Lexington Common. 

s Rerere't Narrative. Otherwite<|uoted at "Don't fire unlettflrednpfan, but 
if ther want war, let it begin here.'* LezingtOD Hittorical Sodety, Piroceedingt. 
VoL I, page 46b 
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Alarms in Other Places. 

It must not be imagined that information of the 
night march of the troops was known only along 
the highway to their destination in Concord. There 
were fleet messengers in every direction, through the 
counties of Middlesex, Essex, and Norfolk. Those 
lanterns in the North Church steeple meant as 
much to many others as to those on the Charlestown 
shore. But few details of their rides have been left 
to us. Ye|^erywhere the hoof-beats, the shadowy 
form of the horseman, his cry of alarm, the drums, 
the bells, the guns, the assembling of the Minute 
Men, their hurried march toward that one long and 
thin highway from Boston to Conco^h- some of 
these are known and can be written ^Oias a part of 
the record of that day. 

Northerly along the coast the alarm went. At 
Lynn, ten miles away, the inhabitants were awakened 
in the early mom of the 19th by the information 
that 800 British soldiers had left Boston in the 
night and were proceeding toward Concord. Many 
immediately set out for the scene of the invasion, 
singly and in little bands, without waiting to march 
in company file.^ 

At Wobum, ten miles from Boston, a man rode 
up to the house of Mr. Douglass, about an hour 
before sunrise, and knocked loudly at the door, 
saying: ''There is an alarm — the British are coming 
out; and if there is any soldier in the house he must 

it and NewhAlTi Hwtionr ol Ljaa. page 338. 
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turn out and repair to Lexington a8 soon as poe- 
8ible/'i 

Such is the sworn statement of Robert Douglass, 
who lived in Portland, Me., but who was then stay- 
ing at his father's home in Wobum. He arose and 
started for Lexington, four miles away, with Syl- 
vanus Wood. And Douglass, upon arrival, paraded 
with Captain Parker's company. G>1. Loammi 
Baldwin resided in Wobum, and entered in his 
diary some of his experiences of the day. Under 
date of April 19 he says that in the morning, a little 
before the break of day, they were alarmed by Mr. 
Stedman's express from Cambridge. With others 
he hurried to Lexington, but could not reach the 
Common in time to participate in the opening 
struggle. They saw the stains of blood on the 
ground, hurried on to Lincoln, and at Tanner's 
Brook commenced to. harass the British on their 
return.* 

In Reading, twelve miles from Boston, alarm guns 
were fired just at sunrise. Edmund Foster in a 
letter to Col. Daniel Shattuck of Concord, dated 
March 10, 1825, speaks at length of his personal 
experiences. Following the guns came a post, 
bringing the information that the Regulars had gone 
to Concord. 

In Danvers, sixteen miles away, news of the 
British advance was given at about 9 o'clock, and 
was communicated to the citizens by bells and 
drums, who responded by thronging to the rendez- 

^ Depotitkm ol Robert DoosUm. 

s Beneath Old RoqI Tract. A. E. Browa. 
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VOU8 near the Old South Church at the bend of the 
Boston road. Women were there, not with en- 
treaty, but to fasten on the belt and gird on the 
sword.* 

At Andover, twentjr-five miles away, the alarm 
was given at about sunrise, and Minute Men were 
ready to march for Concord at about lo o'clock. 
On their ?^y through Tewksbury they learned that 
eight Americans had been killed at Lexington; and 
at Billerica, that the British were killing Americans 
at Concord. Reaching Bedford they learned more 
definitely that two Americans had been killed at 
Concord, and that the enemy was falling back.' 

Lexington lies in a northwesterly direction from 
Boston, at a distance of about eleven miles. At that 
time it was the temporary abiding place of John 
Hancock and Samuel Adams, who were stopping at 
the parsonage of Rev. Jonas Qarke. It was then 
supposed that one of the objects of General Gage 
was to e£Feci their capture, and that his other object 
was the destruction of military stores at Concord. 
Possibly the first intimation that Lexington had of 
the proposed hostile visit of Gage's troops was com- 
municated by a young man, Solomon Brown, who 
had been to Boston on market business, and on his 
return had passed a patrol of British officers. There 
were ten of them; it was late in the afternoon or 
early evening of April i8, and they were riding 
away from Boston toward Lexington, which seemed 

1 HuM&'t HktoiT of BtftAf, page 8S; Hwd't MtddleMX Cawaty, VoL H, 
page loia 

* jbofaal ol TbomM Boynton ol Capuia Amct't oompaajr, and Hwd't Hi»> 
torf oi Emcx CbuBty* VoL JU vm I57i* 
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out of harmony with their ordinary way of riding 
back to Boston at night. Mr. Brown kept some- 
what near them along the road for awhile that he 
might the better determine their intentions, alk>w- 
ing them to pass and repass him several times. 
Having at last satisfied himself that their mission 
meant more than a pleasure sortie into the country, 
he gained the lead once more, and when out of 
their sight rode rapidly to Lexington and reported 
his observations to Orderly Sergeant William Mun- 
roe, proprietor of Munroe*s Tavern.* 

These ten officers riding in advance must have 
known that actual hostilities were at hand, for they 
not only detained travelers on the highway, but 
deliberately insulted a large number of the inhabit- 
ants along the road. Three or four of them, at 
least, went far be3rond the behavior of military men 
in time of peace, for as they rode into Lexington 
they stopped at the house of Matthew Mead, 
entered and helped themselves to the prepared 
family supper of brown bread and baked beans. 
Mrs. Mead and her daughter Rhoda were within. 



^ In an article on the Monroe TaYom in the Proceedtnfa of the 
Hbtorical Society, VoL III, pM« 146^ Albert W. Bryant recatee a traditioii that 
the infermatioo of ten Biitiah officers ridint vp ^ road was ghrea to Serfeant 
Monroe, who gare the firtt general alarm that atatmbled Captain Parker's 
oompanr. A me ss c nfer later was sent down the road on a scooting trip for the 
British, bot he did not retom. A second was sent who did not rstom. A third 
was sent who also did not retom. A foorth was de^atdied who did retom 
with the news that the British Army was reaUjr marching on huangboo, and 
that the previoos messengers who had been sent down the road had met and 
passed two or more British soldiers riding in adrance of the main body, friio dicn 
dosed in on them as prisoners. The horse d the foorth me sse n ger had beoome 
frightened at the two advancing Britons and toraed back in qnte d his rider, who 
caoght a glimpse of the British front ranks on the mardk (Thm last me s sen g er 
was Capt. Thaddeos Bowman, F. W. C) 
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and Mr. Mead and two 8on8 were absent. This 
Lexington home was at the corner of Massachusetts 
Avenue and Wobum Street, where the Russell House 
now stands.^ 

Quickly following Solomon Brown's message came 
a written one, directed to John Hancock, sent by 
Elbridge Gerry, one of the Committee of Supplies, 
then sitting at the Black Horse Tavern in Menot- 
omy. It was practically to the same effect, ''that 
eight or nine officers of the King's troops were seen, 
just before night, passing the road towards Lexing- 
ton, in a musing, contemplative posture; and it was 
supposed they were out upon some evil design.''* 

Hancock at once replied to Gerry that it was said 
the officers had gone to Concord, and that he would 
send word thither.' 

But naturally it was surmised that the capture of 
Hancock and Adams was intended, so a guard of 
eight men, under Sergt. William Munroe, was sta- 
tioned around the home of Rev. Jonas Qarke. 
About forty of the members of Captain Parker's 
company gathered at the Buckman Tavern after the 
mounted officers passed through Lexington,^ and it 
was deemed best that scouts should be sent out to 
follow them. Accordingly Solomon Brown, Jona- 
than Loring, and Elijah Sanderson volunteered to 
act. They started about 9 o'clock in the evening,* 

1 Our Grandmothen ol 1775* by Mitt Elisabeth W. HarringtOQ fai Lesington 
Hittorical Socktj, Proceedbtti VoL I, page 51, 
s RcT. JooM Clarkc't Narrattrc 

• Life of Elbridge Geny, bj Jamca T. Aottia. page 67. 
« Depoittioa ol Joaepk Underwood. 

* SanderaoQ ha^nng no hone waa offered one bj Thaddeoa Harringtoo, 
he accepted. Depoeitioii ol EUJah Sandenoa. 
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and, as we have previously written, tliej were am- 
bushed and captured at about lo o'dock oo the 
road toward Concord, in the town of linmln, bj 
the same ones they had set out to fbUow. 

Soon after the arrival of Paul Revere, between 
12 and I o'clock in the morning of April 19, with the 
intelligence of the starting of the King's troops, 
Captain Parker assembled his company 00 the 
Commcm. The roll was called and they were in- 
structed to load with powder and balL One of the 
messengers who had been sent toward Boston re* 
turned and reported that he could not discover any 
troops on the way out, which raised some doubts 
as to their coming. It was between i and 2 o'dock 
when they were dismissed with instructions, how- 
ever, to remain in the immediate neighborhood for 
quick response to the call of the drum. Many of 
them adjourned to Buckman's Tavern, and the 
others, living in the immediate vidnity, returned to 
their homes. 

Between daylight and sunrise Capt. Thaddeus 
Bowman rode up, and reported that the Regulars 
were near. The drum was beat and Captain Parker's ' 
little band assembled on the Common. 

The soldiers of the King were but one hundred 
rods down the road.^ 

Bedford, an adjoining town to Lexington, and 
about fifteen miles from Boston, was alarmed on 
the evening of the i8th by Nathan Munroe and 
Benjamin Udd, both of Lexington, who had been 
sent there by Captain Parker because of the sus- 

> Dcpotitioa ol Wilfiaa Munroe. mntamSni ttatOMBt alto of • BridA 
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piciou8 actions of the British officers on their way to 
Concord. Munroe and Udd aroused the town, and 
some of the Minute Men rallied at the tavern kept 
by Jeremiah Fitch, Jr., and were there served with 
light refreshments. Captain Willson said: **It is a 
cold breakfast, boys, but we will give the British a 
hot dinner. We'll have every dog of them before 
night.''^ 

The larger Bedford rally was at the oak tree 
standing in the little triangle a few rods west of the 
village, where the road to Concord branches away 
from the road to Billerica.* 

Munroe and Udd continued their alarm to Mer- 
iam's Comer in Concord, and returned to Lexington 
in time to hear the first alarm bell in the morning 
of the 19th, and witness the assembling of Cap- 
tain Parker's company. Munroe, being a member, 
joined the ranks, and Tidd remained on or near the 
Common and was dispersed with the rest.* 

Josiah Nelson, living in the northeast part of 
Lincoln, was awakened on the night of the .i8th by 
horsemen passing up the road. Rushing out partly 
dressed, to ascertain who they were, he received a 
blow on his head from a sword, cutting sufficiently 
to draw the blood. He was seized and detained a 
little while by his British captors, and when released 
had his wound dressed, and hurried to Bedford and 
gave the alarm in that town also.^ 

Billerica, seventeen miles northwest from Boston, 

> Brown't Hiatorj ot Bcdfordt pAge 24. 

> Brown't HUtory of Bedford, page S3> 

• Deposition of Tidd and Abbot. 

* Broirn't Beneath Old Roof Treca, pages %iS, tt9. 
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probably received the alarm aboat 2 o'clock, and 
ndien the encounter on Lexington Common took place 
few if any families but had heard the call to arms.^ 

Concord, seventeen miles northwesterly from 
Boston, was first aroused by Dr. Samuel Prescott, 
between i and 2 o'clock in the morning <rf the 19th. 
He had just escaped from the British, in Lincoln, 
at the time they captured Revere. It was nearly 
3 o'clock when the alarm bell was rung' whereupon 
several posts were despatched, who, returning, 
brought the news that the Regulars were indeed 
coming; that they had reached Lexington, and 
killed six Americans, and then started for Concord.* 
Captain Minot's company took possession of the 
hill to the eastward above the meeting house, and 
Captain Brown's company marched up the road to 
meet the enemy.^ 

Corp. Amos Barrett of Capt. David Brown's 
company has left a written statement that he thinks 
150 Minute Men had assembled. His company 
resolved to go up the road toward Lexington and 
meet the British. They accordingly marched a mile 
or a mile and a half when they saw them coming. 
They halted and awaited them, and when they were 
within one hundred rods were ordered by their 
captain to about face. They marched back to the 

1 Hasea't HUtory oi BiUerica, page 255. 

• "Amot MdTb, the goBrd on doty at the Cboit Hbaae^ had diacharged hia 
toa and nmg oot the town bcD." Brown't Bcaeath Old Roof Treca, page loa. 

• Diarj ot Rer. Wm. Emeraoa m R. W. Emeraoa'a Diaoowae, and Capt. Amoa 
Barrctt't Account of the Battk in Tnic't JoornaL 

• Depoaitkn of Capt. Nathan Barrett and fifteen othera of Concord, and Dep- 
oaition of John Hoar and acren others of Linoob, prcaent in Concord before the 
arrival of the British. 
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village to the music of their fife and dnim, the 
British following, also playing their fifes and dnims.^ 

Brown's company consolidated with Minot's, and 
both took up a new position a little farther north on 
the adjoining hill, back of the town. The British 
were so many more in number that it was thought 
prudent to still farther retire. Accordingly the 
two companies marched down the hill, over the 
North Bridge, distant three-quarters of a mile from 
the village, and took a new and stronger position 
on Punkatasset Hill, a little more than a mile from 
the village, but clearly overlooking it. There they 
welcomed the reinforcements that were arriving 
from the neighboring towns. 

In Tewksbury, twenty miles northwesterly from 
Boston, the alarm was given at about 2 o'clock in 
the morning. "The British are on their way to 
Concord, and I have alarmed all the towns from 
Charlestown to here," * were the words that aroused 
Capt. John Trull from his slumber, who in turn 
fired his gun to arouse General Varnum, across the 
Merrimack River in Dracut, a signal previously 
agreed upon between them. When Captain Trull 
reached the village his men were awaiting him, and 
they at once started for Concord. There were two 
other Tewksbury companies commanded, respec- 
tively, by Capt. Jonathan Brown and Capt. Thomas 
Qark, who also responded to the alarm. 

In Acton, twenty-one miles northwesterly from 
Boston and the adjoining town to Concord, westerly, 

> Capt. AsKW Barrett't Aocooat oi the Battle. 

* Drake's Middleeez Coontr, Vol II, s»aget S7S» 37^ 
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tbe alarm was giyen early in the morning. CoL 
Francis Faulkner resided in Sooth Acton. His son. 
Frauds, Jr., was lying awake and listening to the 
clatter <A a horse's hoofs drawing nearer and nearer. 
Suddenly he leaped from his bed and ran to his 
father's room, adj<Mning, and exclaimed: '^Father, 
there's a horse coming on the full run, and he's 
bringing news!" 

His father had heard the horseman also, for he 
was partly dressed with gun in hand. Across the 
bridge and up to the house came the messenger. 

^ Rouse your Minute Men, Mr. Faulkner, the 
British are marching on Lexington and Concord." 
And away he rode to spread the news. 

Colonel Faulkner, without completing his dress, 
fired his gun three times as fast as be could load, 
that being the preconcerted signal. .Very quickly 
a neighbor repeated it, and the boy, still listening, 
heard a repetition many times, each farther away. 
Thus was Acton aroused. 

At the home of Colonel Faulkner very soon as- 
sembled Captain Hunt's company. Women were 
there, too, to help as they might. Stakes were driven 
into the lawn, kettles hung, fires built, and a dinner 
for the soldiers soon cooked. Some of the older boys 
were delighted to follow on and carry it in saddle- 
bags, separately from the Minute Men, with instruor 
tions to take the field roads if the British should be 
found occupying the highways. Colonel Faulkner 
marched away with Captain Hunt's company, to 
take command of the Middlesex Regiment, which 
he was supposed to be assembling at Concord. 
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The home of Captain Davis was about a mile 
westerly from the meeting house in the center 
of Acton, and about six miles from the North Bridge 
in Concord. His company was assembling rapidly, 
and when about twenty had reported he was anxious 
to march. A man of serious mien, he seemed par- 
ticularly so on the morning of April 19. One of his 
companions, speaking cheerily, perhaps lightly, was 
gently reproved by the brave captain, who seemed 
to have a premonition of his own fate, and reminded 
the other of what the day might have in store for 
them. They were about to proceed when he turned 
to his wife, as if to speak, but he could only say: 
"Take good care of the children." * 

Then he turned and marched away with his little 
command. It might have been 7 o'clock when he 
started,* to the lively tune of the "White Cockade,'* 
played by his fifer, Luther Blanchard, and his 
drummer, Francis Barker. 

When they reached the westerly part of Concord 
they must have learned what the British were doing 
at the home of Colonel Barrett, for they left the 
highway and passed into the fields to the northward 
of the Barrett home, stopping for a while a little 
way off to watch the King's soldiers in their work 
of destruction of the military stores. Continuing 
again, they marched through the fields until they 
came out into the highway at Widow Brown's 
Tavern,* which was situated across the river from 

^ Dcpotitxxi Of hit widov* 

* Between one and two koun after •oniiM. Dq witk m ot hit widow. 

• DeporitaoaolChariet Handler. 
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Concord village, a mile away. From there they 
proceeded by way of the Back Road, so called, to 
the high ground, rising about a quarter of a mile to 
the westward of the North Bridge. 

Other companies of militia and Minute Men were 
already assembled there, and Captain Davis marched 
his men, who now numbered about forty, to the left 
of the line, a position that had been assigned to him 
at the muster a little while before. 

From this position they looked doWn upon the 
gently flowing Concord River; upon the old North 
Bridge which crossed just in the immediate fore- 
ground; upon the red-coated soldiers who stood 
grimly on guard at the nearer end; and beyond, up 
the river to Concord village, three-quarters of a 
mile away, where curling volumes of smoke seemed 
to indicate the burning of American homes. 

In Chelmsford, twenty-three miles northwesterly 
from Boston, the alarm was early given by a mounted 
messenger, upon which guns were fired and drums 
beat. Minute Men met at the alarm post, a rock 
standing where the hay scales were placed in after 
years. Acting Captain, Col. Moses Parker's com- 
pany, and Capt. Oliver Barron's company, marched, 
not in regular order, but in squads, and came into 
Concord at Meriam's Corner and on Hardy's Hill 
in time for the pursuit. 

In Dracut, twenty-five miles from Boston, the 
alarm was given soon after 2 o'clock by the firing of 
a gun by Captain Trull across the Merrimack River 
in Tewksbury, a signal previously agreed upon, 
which aroused General Vamum. Two companies 
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marched immediately, one under Capt. Peter Co- 
bum, and the other under Capt. Stephen Ru88ell. 
They were, however, too remote from the scene of 
strife to meet the British, but continued their rapid 
march to Cambridge. 

Littleton, twenty-five miles from Boston, was 
alarmed in the morning by the news of the British 
march on Concord. The messenger then hurried 
over Beaver Brook Bridge and into the towns 
beyond, on his mission. 

Even in Pepperell, thirty-five miles northwesterly 
from Boston, the alarm went, reaching there about 
9 o'clock. Colonel Prescott gave orders to the 
Pepperell and HoUis companies, to march to Groton, 
there to join others of the regiment.^ 

Rozbury, the adjoining town to Boston, south- 
westerly, was naturally the first town in that direc- 
tion to know of the movement of the British. Wil- 
liam Dawes, the first messenger out of Boston, as 
we have seen, passed through the town on his round- 
about way to Lexington, and must have delivered 
his first message there before 1 1 o'clock on the even- 
ing of the 1 8th. There were three companies under 
the command of Capt. Moses Whiting, Capt. 
William Draper, and Capt. Lemuel Child, respec- 
tively, who took active parts in the events of the 
19th. As they marched for the scene of strife 
many women and children fled to other towns for 
greater safety.* 

> Lorcnao P. Blood m Hnrd't Middleiez Coontx* VoL III, fMse 251. 

* Tlkore it a tradition in the Gfeaton family that Mra. Greaton took her yooncer 
children and rach artidca at the ooold carry in a cart and fled to BrookUne, the 
older chUdrca walking bende the rehide. Drake's Koa^bmj, page 61. 
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The news reached Dedham, ten miles south- 
westerly from Boston, a little after 9 o'clock in the 
morning. It came by way of Needham and Dover.^ 

Framingham, eighteen miles southwesterly from 
Boston, was alarmed before 8 o'clock in the morning. 
A bell was rung and alarm guns fired, which assem- 
bled many of the two companies of militia and one 
of Minute Men, who started in about an hour. Cap- 
tain Edget went on foot the entire distance, and 
carried his gun. Those living in the extreme south 
and west parts of the town followed a little later. 
Not long after the men had left, a report was started 
that negroes were coming to massacre them all, 
which seemed the more frightful to the women and 
children because of the absence of about all the able- 
bodied men. For those defenceless ones at home it 
was a terrible day.* 

Newton, seven miles westerly from Boston, was 
alarmed nt early dawn by a volley from one of 
John Pigeon's field guns, kept at the gunhouse in 
Newton Centre, near the church.* 

Sudbury, eighteen miles westerly from Boston, 
received its first news by a messenger from Concord, 
eight miles away, who reported to Thomas Plymp^ 
ton, a member of the Provincial Congress. Captain 
Nixon was aroused by a messenger, who shouted: 
" Up, up! The Red Coats are up as far as Concord." 

Captain Nixon started off at once on horseback.^ 

In Worcester, forty miles westerly from Boston, 

> HaTcn't Hittorical Addrctt, PMc 4& 

* Rsr. Jotiak H. Temple b Hofd't Middlceei Cooatjr. VoL m, pafle 6s4* 
I Soiith't Newton, page 541. 

* Hndtoo'i Siidbonr, p«fCtS74» S7& And Hodton in Hiird*i Middlcwx Cooatjr, 
VoL II. page 401. 
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the people were alarmed before noon by a messenger 
mounted on a white horse dripping with sweat, and 
bloody from spurring. Driving at full speed through 
the town he shouted: *'To arms! to arms! The 
war has begun!'' 

At the church the horse fell exhausted. Another 
was procured and the news still went on. The bell 
rang out the alarm, cannon were fired, and special 
messengers despatched to every part of the town to 
summon the soldiers. In a little while no men, 
under Capt. Hmothy Bigelow, were paraded on the 
Green, and soon marched for Concord. They were 
met on the way by the intelligence of the British 
retreat, so they changed their course toward Boston.^ 

It would be interesting to know the full details of 
that messenger's long ride, and just where in the 
westward it ended. His exhausted horse, covered 
with bloody foam, falling in the street before the 
church, must have been a spectacular sight, and 
one that spoke loudly of that terrific ride, perhaps 
the longest one of all the messengers. And we can 
safely imagine that all along his course other mes- 
sengers, drawing their inspiration from him, rode 
into the north and into the south, bearing with them 
the news that he bore; and that in turn their words 
were echoed by the gun volley, the clanging bell and 
the drum beat. 

The reveille had now been sounded in Essex, in 
Middlesex, in Norfolk, and in Worcester counties, 
and the Minute Men were on their way to the battle 
of April 19. 

1 U&oob mnd Htnqr't Hittorjr of WorcMtcr* pMc 97* 
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likutknamt colonbl smith's advance through 

Cambridgb. 

Let U8 now return to the King:'8 soldiers under the 
command of Lieutenant Odond Smith, whom we left 
on the shore of Charles River at Lechmere Point in 
Cambridge. It was i o'clock on the morning of the 
19th before the column was fuU^ under way.^ 

Lechmere PcMnt then had but one house, which 
stood on the southern slope of the hill, on the north- 
ern side of Spring Street, between Third and Fourth 
streets, and facing to the south.' Where the troops 
landed, on Second Street, was sufficiently remote to 
be out of sight and hearing, — evidently the par- 
ticular aim of the commanding officer. 

They proceeded cautiously, following an old 
farm road around the northeasterly slope of the 
hill, sometimes wading in the marshes that bor- 
dered WdliB Creek, and fording that stream, waist 
deepi in the vicinity of BuUard's Bridge. 

Smith evidently thought that the noise of his 
soldiers tramping across the bridge itself might 
attract attention. His soldiers found the ford a 
long one, and the waters deep.* 

Even thus early on the expedition was the British 
Army betrayed by one of its own soldiers, if the 

> A Brhisk OOccr ia Bonom 'm 177S (•« AtUadc MbatUr, April, iS/rX !■ 
hit DtMTf kt placet the time of ttartaf at a o^docfc, and Da Benicra, b hia report* 
at aboat s o^dock, h«t I am compelled to oompate it aa abost I o'docfc, ooaridar- 
iaf the diatawce thij had to ourch and the wcU-kaova time thij arrived at 
Lezbtton Commwi, namdj, almoat derea milea, and raachiat ^Mfc a little 
before 5 v dock* 

• E. C Booth* m the SomenriUe JovmaU April. 1875. 

* TXaxf of a Britath OOcer in Boaton in 1775* 
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tradition handed down by a Mrs. Moore can be 
relied upon. Seventy-five years or more ago she 
related to Rev. J. L. Sibleyi who has suted accord- 
ingly, that she was then living in Cambridge, a young 
girl, and that one of the soldiers was taken sick after 
his landing at Lechmere Point, and was therefore 
permitted by his commander to return by boat to 
Boston. He did not immediately return, however, 
but made his way to the solitary farmhouse where 
Mrs. Moore was living. The occupants gained from 
him the significance of his midnight presence, and 
it was considered of sufficient importance to com- 
municate speedily to their fellow townsmen. 

BuUard's Bridge crossed Willis Creek near the 
present Prospect Street, which runs from Cambridge 
to Somerville.^ Later on the Creek was called 
Miller's River. It was then a little tribuUry to 
the Charles River, but has long since been filled in, 
and modest dwellings and more pretentious business 
establishments now cover its upper area. 

Lieutenant Colonel SiirrH's Advance through 

SOMERVILLE. 

The invading army emerging from \^llis Creek 
were now in Somerville. They quickly arrived at 
Piper's Tavern, then standing in what is now Union 
Square. It was after 2 o'clock, but the moon was 
shining sufficiently bright for some of the soldiers 

> The taterettcd reader eliOQld ooniolt the map of Boetoa and vkiBitjr hf 
J. F. W. Dee Barree, Srat pnhUshcd Ma/ $, 1775, and reprinted in Shattnck't 
WMtorj ot Boston; and the one by Henry Pdham, first pnbSehed in London June 
s, 1777* and reprinted in the Siege and ETacnation of Boston. A stndy of them 
win enable one to more fnOy onderttand the topography of the coontrr about 
Boston at that time. 
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to read aloud tke 

beafd. l^ tke prcant Bov Street the7 
f^Ming tke Choate and Frost 
aloi^ the present SomenriDe Avaive to Jowidun 
Ifdand's lioiise, at the southwest oonier of the 
present School Street. None of the inhabitaati 
just along there seem to have been cfistnrbed. A 
few rods farther fired Saniiid Tufts, on the w muly 
side of the road near the present Laord Street. He 
was casting boDets in a Ettle hot back of his dweD- 
ingy assisted bj hu n^ro, bot neither of them heard 
the tread of soldiers in the road. Bat yet a Ettle 
farther along, however, at the northwest comer of 
the present Central Street, fired the Widow Rand. 
She was disturbed by the unusual noise in the road, 
and came down stairs in her ni^tdothes to investi- 
gate. A hog had been killed for her the day before, 
and she feared a midni^t thief. Upon opemng tke 
door she saw the soMiers, but hid behind the rain- 
water hogshead until they had passed, and then 
hurried across the road to tell her neighbor Tufts of 
the unusual sight. At first he could not befieve the 
story, but with his lantern's aid saw the many foot- 
prints in the road, and became convinced. Spring- 
ing to his horse's back he took a short-cut bridle 
path to Cambridge, there to spread the alarm. 

Then marched the column by Samuel Kent's 
house on the westerly side of the rpad, at the comer 
of the present Garden Court. Kent did not awake. 
Then by the Capen house, a little farther on the 
easterly side No one there awakened. Then by 
the Hunnewell brothers oi\ the easterly side at the 
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turn of the road. They were both somewhat deaf 
and did not hear the military tread. 

The next house is the home of Timothy Tufts, on 
the easterly side of the road, nearly opposite Beech 
Street. Mrs. Tufts heard the soldiers, and saw 
from her bed the gun barrels shining in the moon- 
light. She awakened her husband, and they both 
looked out upon that red-coated column as it halted 
long enough for some of the soldiers to drink at the 
well. 

Lieutenant Colonel SiirrH's Advance through 

GutfBRIDGE. 

The march was again resumed a few rods farther 
along the Milk Row Road, then wheeled to the left, 
southwesterly, into Cambridge through what is now 
Beech Street, less than an eighth of a mile in length, 
then wheeled to the right into the Lexington and 
Concord road, toward the northwest.^ They were 
then on what is now known as Massachusetts 
Avenue. 

Along this part of Battle Road in Cambridge were 
perhaps captured the first prisoners, Thomas Robins 
and David Harrington, both of Leidngton. Robins 
was canying milk to Boston in company with Har- 
rington when they reached the vicinity of Menotomy 
River, the present dividing line between Cambridge 
and Arlington. They were detained and compelled 
to return to Lexington with the sddiers, and released 
at the commencement of hostilities on the Common.* 

* E. C Booth ta ths Somerrflk JounuJ, April, 1875. 

* Fnuick H. Bronm. M.IX, ia Ladiifton Sttorkal Sodetj. PkocMdiBfa* VoL 
III, pcfi lOI. 
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LlBUTBNANT CoLONEL SmITh's AdVANCE THROUGH 

Arlington. 

Just after crosBing the Menotomy River into 
Arlington they passed a house where lived the 
venerable Samuel Whittemore with his sons s^nd 
grandchildren. Silent as was the march intended 
to be, it awoke the inmates, and preparations for 
the day commenced. 

The troops soon arrived opposite to the Black 
Horse Tavern, kept by Mr. Wetherby. Thus far 
their march had not been heralded other than by 
the flashing lights and fleet and silent messengers. 
Lieutenant Colonel Smith still thought his little 
army unnoticed, for he rode a little way beyond the 
Tavern, halted his troops, and sent back an officer 
with a file of men to surround and guard the house 
while others should search the interior for members 
of the Rebel Congress whom he thought to be within. 
His surmise was correct, to some extent, for three 
members were there, who, just awakened by the 
heavy tread, heard the low-voiced commands to 
halt. 

The day before, April i8, the Committee of 
Safety and the Committee of Supplies had held a 
joint meeting at the. Tavern, and there were present 
Col. Azor Ome, Col. Joseph Palmer, Col. William 
Heath, Col. Thomas Gardner, Richard Devens, Abra- 
ham Watson, Capt. Benjamin White, and John 
Pigeon, of the Committee of Safety, and David 
Cheever, Elbridge Gerry, Col. Charles Lee, and 
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Col. Benjamin Lincoln, of the Committee of Sup- 
plies. At the close of the meeting most of them, 
being near enough, had departed for their homes. 
It will be remembered that Richard Devens of 
Charlestown departed early enough to meet Revere 
on the Charlestown shore, and acquaint him with 
the movement of the ten British officers riding up 
the road. It mil also be recalled that Elbridge 
Geny had sent from here a messenger to John 
Hancock at Lexington to the same e£Fect« 

However, there were three members of the two 
committees who chose to remain at the Black Horse 
Tavern that night. They were Col. Azor Ome, 
Elbridge Gerry, and Col. Charles Lee. 

It was not quite 3 o'clock when the slumbers of 
these three men were disturbed by the unusual 
noise in the road, and they went to the windows 
and looked out into the moonlight and down on 
the marching host and its gleaming arms. They 
watched with eager curiosity. Not for a moment 
did they connect themselves individually with the 
movement, but when they heard the command to 
halt, and saw a file of soldiers leave the ranks for the 
Tavern, they were startled, and then it suddenly 
occurred to them that possibly they were the ob- 
jects of those military manoeuvres. They hurried 
down stairs, even clad in their nightclothes as they 
were, and finally sought a safe exit at the rear. It 
is said that Mr. Gerry, in his nervous haste to escape, 
was on the point of opening the front door and 
rushing out that way, but was prevented by the cry 
of the landlord: "For God's sake, don't open that 
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doorP' who then conducted the three to the back 
part of the house, and headed them for a field of 
com stubble. Elbridge Gerry stumbled and fell, 
and cried out to his friend, '-Stop, Ome, for me, till 
I can get up. I have hurt myself." 

His position, flat on the ground, out of sight 
because of the com stubble, suggested that it would 
be a good hiding place for all, so the three lay prone 
on the ground until the King's troops passed on. 
They returned to the Tavern finally to find that 
the house had indeed been searched for them, very 
ineffectively, for even their personal effects, includ- 
ing Mr. Gerry's gold watch left ticking under his 
pillow, had not been disturbed. The search by the 
soldiers had not been a very thorough one. 

Colonel Lee never recovered from the ill effect 
of his exposure on the damp ground in the night 
air, too thinly clad as he was, for he died within a 
month.^ 

The march of the British forces under Lieutenant 
Q>lonel Smith up to this point was a little over five 
miles, and it was nearly 3 o'clock. He continued 
serenely a little farther, for unknown to him the 
inmates of many houses that he passed were aroused 
by the measured tread of his men. 

Solomon Bowman, lieutenant in C^pt. Benjamin 
Locke's company of Minute Men, lived in Menot-> 
omy, now Arlington.* He came to the door to 
witness the unusual sight. A soldier, perceiving 

> SmbucI a. Smith's AddrcM at Wctt CuBbridfc, pace 17. 

• HoviettiUiuadmtoothcaortherljrtMkofMMMckiitetttATcaiMb&iUBbcrtd 
417, aearl]r oppotitt Whittemon Street. Arfiatton PMt and P i reaen ^ Parker^ 
pace 141. 
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him, left the ranks and asked for a drink of water. 
Bowman refused the request, but asked him, ^'What 
are you out at this time of night for?" • 

The reply of the thirsty soldier was not recorded, 
but whatever it was Bowman readily drew his own 
conclusions, and when the column disappeared up 
the road hastened to call out members of his com- 
pany. They formed at daybreak on the Common.^ 

But at the house across the road, with its chimneys 
painted white, the reception was more gracious. A 
Tory lived there, and white chimneys, it has been 
said, indicated the owner's politics.^ 

The column halted again briefly in the center of 
the town, and Lieutenant Colonel Smith despatched 
six companies of light infantry under Major Pitcaim 
for the purpose of earlier securing the two bridges 
on the roads just beyond Concord village.* Scarcely 
had he done so when signal guns and alarm bells 
were heard, which indicated a general awakening to 
arms of the Provincials. Smith realized the full 
meaning of those ominous sounds, and from there, 
in Arlington village, promptly sent back to General 
Gage for reinforcements. Fortunate for him that 
he did so, for otherwise the day's climax for his 
force would have been even more disastrous than it 
was. 

His marching soldiers could now hardly expect 
to pass any house unseen. A party of young men 
playing cards even at that late hour in an old shop 

> StatoMBt of Mrt.Hill»daaglita' of Bofwouiwift Smith's AddrfH»p«f«i8. 

s Smith, page iS. 

• Lieotcntat Colond Smith's Report. 
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that stood near the road lost thdr interest in the 
game and gave it up.^ 

At the Tufts Tavern, still standing on the easterly 
side of Massachusetts Avenue, nearly opposite Mt« 
Vernon Street, the soldiers halted, and some of 
them proceeded toward Mr. Tufts's bam. He was 
awake and saw them, and suspected that their 
mission might be the confiscation of his favorite 
white horse. He called for his gun, but his prudent 
wife informed him that it had been loaned. Opening 
the door, however, he addressed a British officer, 
saying, ''You are taking an early ride, sir!" 

''You had better go to bed and get your sleep 
while you can," replied the officer, significantly.* 

At the comer of the main road and the one lead- 
ing to Winchester, now Forest Street, "At the Foot 
of the Rocks," lived a shoemaker. A light glim- 
mering through the shutters caught the attention 
of an officer, who sent a soldier to investigate its 
cause so late in the night. The good wife replied 
that her "old man" was sick and she was "making 
some herb tea." That excuse satisfied the officer, 
for the family was left undisturbed. The "tea" 
was in fact melted pewter plates being run into 
bullets. When the rap first came at the door the 
old man took to his bed, and his wife emptied the 
molten pewter into the ashes, where it was readily 
found after the soldiers had passed on.* It is 



> A. R. Proctor, wlio heard it from William IQl and told it to Mr. Smitk TIm 
•hop atood in front of the reaideace occupied by JametSdiOttlcriB 1864. Smith'a 
Weat Cambridce Addreta, page 19. 

• Mra. Almin T. Whittemore in Parker'a Arlincton, pafea 194 19$. 

• Mra. Henrr Whittemore'a Sutemeat, Smith'a Weat Cambridfe Addreaa, 
p«ic to. 



r- JL» CM r ^r J 



THB BATTLE OP APRIL I9, I775. 57 

probable that ere night some of the leaden tea had 
hardened into leaden fruit, and was used for other 
than medicinal purposes. 

In the next house, still standing (1921) and num- 
bered 1 193 Massachusetts Avenue, lived C^pt. 
Benjamin Locke. He looked out and saw the 
marching Red Coats, and knew what their mission 
was. He lost no time in arousing such of his com- 
mand as lived in that neighborhood. 

The British continued along the main road, which 
at that time ran up the hill westerly from Captain 
Locke's home, and is now called Appleton Street, into 
Paul Revere Road, and out again into the present 
Massachusetts Avenue. At that time there was no 
highway between the extreme ends of these two. 

Through the rest of Arlington the march was 
uneventful, save the capture of the scouts sent out 
from Lexington, who were so neatly ambushed and 
taken. As we have seen, they were permitted to 
come down the road passing a few soldiers who were 
out in advance, and who secreted themselves when 
an approaching horseman was heard. After the 
unfortunate scout had passed into the stretch of 
road bounded by the advance guard and the main 
body he was not permitted to return to Lexington. 

Two men from Woburn, Asahel Porter and Josiah 
Richardson, were thus captured. It has been 
stated that they were on their way to the Boston 
market. If they lived in that part of Woburn 
which adjoins Lexington, then their natural journey 
would have been into Lexington, and thence through 
Arlington and Cambridge. But it may be that they 
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were scouting simply, for they were on hcMTseback, 
and therefore without any apparent market biisiness. 
They were compelled to dismount, their horses 
taken, and then forced to walk along as prisoners. 
Reaching the Common in Lexington they were both 
released by their kindly disposed guard, with the 
particular understanding that they were to walk, 
not run, away. Richardson accepted those condi- 
tions, carried them out and so escaped. But P<Mrter, 
once over Rufus Merriam's garden wall, twenty 
rods away from his captors, started into a run. 
Some other soldier than his guard saw him, and 
evidently thinking that a prisoner was escaping^ 
promptly shot him through the body. Thote cap- 
tures were probably made in Arlington, and not far 
from the Lexington boundary line. 

LlBUTBNANT C6LONEL SMrTH's ADVANCE nffQ 

Lexington. 

It must have been just over the line into Lexing- 
ton that the young man, Simon l^^ship, was met. 
He was on horseback, unarmed, and passing akmg 
in a peaceable manner, when he was halted and 
ordered to dismount. He questioned their right to 
treat him in that manner, but for answer they forced 
him from his horse and compelled him to march cm 
foot in their midst. They asked him if he had been 
out warning the Minute Men, to which he replied 
that he had not, but that he was returning home to 
his father's. He was kept as a prisoner until they 
arrived at Lexington Common, two and one-half 




or 
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miles, where he was compelled to witness the shoot- 
ing of his fellow townsmen. 

Half a mile farther along, and about two miles 
from Lexington Common, Benjamin Wellington, one 
of Captain Parker's company of Minute Men, was 
captured. This took place very nearly at the comer 
of Massachusetts Avenue and Pleasant Street. 
Wellington was armed and on his way from home 
on Pleasant Street to join his company. Thus it is 
claimed, and rightly, that he was the first belligerent 
or armed man captured by the British. But for 
some reason he was allowed to depart, not toward 
the Common, but for home. His gun was not re- 
turned to him, however. He started toward home, 
but when out of their sight turned and passed north- 
erly along the crest of the hills, parallel to the 
highway, and reached the Common just after Capt. 
Thaddeus Bowman, but ahead of the British. 

The Opening Battle on Lexington Common. 

The six companies of light infantry under com- 
mand of Major Pitcairn were' now considerably in 
advance of the main body under Smith, and up the 
road somewhat farther than the present high school 
building, even farther along than where the Wobum 
Road, now Wobum Street, tums oflF to the eastward. 
When still nearer Lexington Common, within about 
one hundred rods of it, they heard the beating of a 
dmm by William Diamond, dmmmer in Captain 
Parker's company. It was the summons for that 
little band to assemble across the pathway of an 
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invading army. Major Pitcaim accepted it as a 
challenge, and promptly ordered his soldiers to halt 
and load their muskets,^ and then to march on the 
double quick for Lexington Common.' 

Capt. John Parker's company numbered, all told, 
144 men, 77 of whom answered to the call at day- 
break, April 19. It will be remembered that Paul 
Revere did not reach Lexington with his message of 
alarm until midnight. Many of the Minute Men 
lived too remote to be so quickly summoned. Cap- 
tain Parker's home was over two miles away, in the 
southwesterly part of the town, near the Waltham 
line. He was called at about i o'clock,' and stood 
on the Common before 2 o'clock with such of his 
men as had then assembled. We have seen how 
they answered the roll call and then dispersed to be 
within call of the drum, as the night was chilly. 
Those who lived near went home, and those who 
lived too far away to quickly go and come repaired 
to Buckman's Tavern, close at hand. 

Captain Parker has been described by his grand- 
son, Theodore Parker, the celebrated Unitarian 
preacher, as being **a great, tall man, with a large 
head, and a high, wide brow." His great grand- 
daughter, Elizabeth S. Parker, has described him as 
stout, large-framed, medium height, like Rev. 
Theodore Parker, but with a longer face.* We can 

^ Dqw titk mofWm. Mnaroe, who tUtet that he mw «boat K)0 cartridge ends 
dropped h]r t^ toldicn when Joading. 

s Depoe Hk m of WiDUm Mnarae, reddaf t tutcment to him bj t 



• Depoeitioa of Capt John Parker. 

* Ankk hj Btnbeth S. Parker in LesiActoa Hittorical Sodetj, Prooeediagt, 
Vol I, page 47. 



NAMES OF THE SEVENTY-SEVEN MEN 
OF CAPTAIN JOHN PARKER'S COMPANY 

Who were in the early morning engagement on 
Lexington Common^ AprU /p, 7775 



CalHain JOHN PARKER 
Umiitnani WILLIAM HDD 
Bntign ROBERT MUNROE, KILLED 
Btuign JOSEPH SIMONDS 
CUrk DANIEL HARRINGTON 
OnUHy Sergl. WILLIAM MUNROE 



OFFICERS 

Corporal JOEL VILES 
Corportd SAMUEL SANDERSON 
Corporal JOHN MUNROE 
Corpora EBENEZER PARKER 
Drummgr WILLIAM DIAMOND 
Fi/tr JONATHAN HARRINGTON 



PRIVATES 



EBENEZER BOWMAN 

JOHN BRIDGE, JR. 

JAMES BROWN 

JOHN BROWN, KILLED 

SOLOMON BROWN 

JOHN CHANDLER 

JOHN CHANDLER, JR. 

JOSEPH COMEE, wounded 

ROBERT DOUGLASS, OP CAPTAIN 
BBLKNAP^S WOeURN COMPANY. EN- 
USTBD in captain PARKER'S COM- 
PANY, APRIL IQ 

ISAAC DURANT 

PRINCE ESTABROOK, COLORED, 



NATHANIEL PARMER. WOUNDED 

ISAAC GREEN 

WILLIAM GRIMES 

CALEB HARRINGTON, KILLED 

JOHN HARRINGTON 

JONATHAN HARRINGTON, "jR.," 
KILLED (son OP HENRY, BUT KNOWN 
AS A "jUMOR** AT THAT TIME) 



MOSES HARRINGTON, 3RD. 

MOSES HARRINGTON, JR. 

THADDEUS HARRINGTON 

THOMAS HARRINGTON 

ISAAC HASTINGS 

SAMUEL HASTINGS 

SAMUEL HADLEY. KILLED 

THOMAS HADLEY, JR. 

JOHN HOSMER 

MICAH HAGAR 

AMOSLOCK 

BENJAMIN LOCK 

EBENEZER pOCK 

REUBEN LOCK 

ABNER MEAD 

EBENEZER MUNROE, JR. (son of 
JONAS, BUT known AS A **JUNI0R" 
AT THAT TIME), WOUNDED 

JEDEDIAH MUNROE, WOUNDED 

JOHN MUNROE, JR. 

NATHAN MUNROE 

WILLIAM MUNROE, JRD. 

NATHANIEL MULLIKEN 



ISAAC MUZZY, KILLED 

JOHN MUZZY 

JONAS PARKER, KILLED 

JONAS PARKER, JR. 

NATHANIEL PARKHURST 

SOLOMON PIERCE, wounded 

ASAHEL PORTER, KILLED. UNARMED. 
(had BEEN TAKEN PRISONER, RELEASED, 
BUT SHOT AS HE WAS RUNNING AWAY) 

JOSHUA REED 

JOSHUA REED, JR.. 

NATHAN REED 

JOHN ROBBINS, WOUNDED 

PHILLIP RUSSELL 

BENJAMIN SAMPSON 

JOSHUA SIMONDS 



JOHN SMITH 
PHINEAS SMITH 
SIMEON SNOW 
PHINEAS STEARNS 
JONAS STONE, JR. 
JOHN TIDD, WOUNDED 
SAMUEL TIDD 
JOSEPH UNDERWOOD 
BENJAMIN WELLINGTON 
ENOCH WELLINGTON 
JOHN WINSHIP 
THOMAS WINSHIP, WOUNDED 
SYLVANUS WOOD, OP CAPTAIN walker's 
WOBURN COMPANY. ENLISTED IN CAP» 

TAIN Parker's company, april iq 
JAMES WYMAN 



77 in all not counting Porter, who was not in line 



NAMES OF THE EIGHT MEN OF CAPTAIN 
JOHN PARKER'S COMPANY 

Who returned the British Fire in the early morning 
engagement on Lexington Common 



Lieutenant WILLIAM TIDD 

Corporal JOHN MUNROE 

SOLOMON BROWN 

EBENEZER LOCK 

EBENEZER MUNROE, WOUNDED (son 

OP JONAS. BUT KNOWN AS A "JUNIOR" 

AT THAT time) 



NATHAN MUNROE 
JONAS PARKER, KILLED 
BENJAMIN SAMPSON 
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imagine him as a serious and prudent man, with a 
quiet, yet firm courage. 

Two men from Wobum had just arrived, and it 
was then a little before 5 o'clock. They were 
Sylvanus Wood and Robert Douglass. They had 
come about three miles, having heard the ringing of 
the bell in the Old Belfry, which stood near the 
church on the G>mmon. As Wood came up he 
approached Captain Parker and inquired the news. 
Parker replied that he did not know what to believe, 
for half an hour before a messenger had returned 
with the assurance that no British were on the way. 
While talking, another messenger, Capt. Thaddeus 
Bowman, rode up with the startling announcement 
that the British were within half a mile. They were 
nearer than that — not even down the road as far 
as Wobum Street* 

Captain Parker then ordered his drummer, Wil- 
liam Diamond,^ to beat to arms. The Minute Men 
assembled from their homes and from the Buckman 
Tavern. They were but few, so few, indeed, that he 
turned to Wood and begged him to join their ranks. 
Wood consented. Parker asked ^ him if his young 
companion, meaning Robert Douglass, would also 
join. And Douglass also enlisted into Captain 
Parker's company. These two were indeed brave, 
for the danger was really then and there. 

& "Wiffiam DUmood. Died July a9» iSaS. Aged 73." I m uip ti o o oa hit 
gnTcttooe ia Peterbora^ N. H. See article ia the Boeton Gbbe» 8^ ss. 1909. 
•pedtSng of Urn «t leiifth m tbe dnmuncr ia Capuia Parker't comp^aj. See 
•lao the depoeitioa of Srhraans Wood who caUed him WiUiaa DlflMa. See alao 
liat of Captaia Parker'e cooipaar ia BootwdTe Oratioa at Actoa. Hie dram ia 
aoir (i9ti) ia poeerieioa of the Lexiagtoa Htetorical Societj, aad amy be 
by the tatereated Tiaitor at the HaacocltOarke Uooae. 
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The Minute Men gathered around their captain 
in the middle of the road, about half way between 
the meeting house and the Tavern. The meeting 
house then stood where the heroic statue of a Minute 
Man in bronze now stands. The Tavern is still 
standing (1921). 

Parker then said: ** Every man of you who is 
equipped) follow me; and those of you who are not 
equipped) go into the meeting house and furnish 
yourselves from the magazine, and immediately join 
the company.''^ Joseph G>meey Caleb Harrington, 
and Joshua Simonds then went into the meeting 
house to comply with the Captain's command. 

Then Parker led those who were equipped to 
the northerly end of the Common, where they 
formed in single line. Sylvanus Wood stepped 
from the ranks long enough to count them, and 
has left his sworn statement that there were 
thirty-eight, **and no more,"^ meaning in that 
first line formed. 

In the brief moments which followed others were 
hastening to join the ranks, add as they arrived 
Orderly Sergt. William Munroe attempted to form 
them into a second line, and partially succeeded.' 
Even later still a few more reached the Common, 
and were back to the British as they wheeled grandly 
around the easterly end of the meeting house and at 
last stood oh Lexington Common.' • Captain Parker's 
entire force then numbered 77 men, ununiformed, 



of Srhaans Wood. 
> DepoMtioa of WiltUm Monroe. 

• Depotitioos of NaduBitl pArkhont and thirteen otlier^ and of Nathaniel 
MalUken and thirty-three others. 
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scantily armed, poorly disaplined, pitifully few as 
compared with the 400 of the British. 

It is no wonder that one Minute Man exclaimed: 
''There are so few of us it is folly to stand here/' 

Captain Parker heard the remark, and answered, 
''The first man who offers to run shall be shotdown/'^ 

On came the British, almost on the run,* the light 
companies of the loth Regiment in advance.* At 
their head rode Maj. John Pitcaim and two other 
mounted officers.^ 

"Stand your ground I'' exclaimed Parker; "don't 
fire unless fired upon. But if they want to have a 
war let it begin here!"* 

Major Pitcaim galloped up to within six rods of 
Captain Parker's foremost line, and exclaimed: "Lay 
down your arms, you damned rebels, and disperse." 

Captain Parker, seeing the utter hopelessness of 
armed resistance, gave the order to disperse and not 
to fire.* He did not, however, order his men to lay 
down their arms. Evidently Pitcaim wished to 
disarm them, for while they were dispersing he 
shouted again: "Damn you, why don't you lay 

down your arms? "^ 

■ 

> DepoMtiMM ot Robert DdoflMt aad ot JoMph Underwood. 

* Depo ii t i oo ot WiDum Draper. 

* Hittorlcal Memoirt ot tbe sad RegimeDt copied b ETehm't Memoin, pifet 

* Depoeitioat ot Tbornet Fceeenden aad ot John Robbiat. 

* Wbeo this toeac was re-enacted m iSsa, Wittiam Mvoroi^ orderly tergeant 
vadcr Parker that mnmmgi 'rqieated tbe words ot Captda Parker as abofva 
quoted, aad added: "Tbem are tbe Tery words that Captaia Parker said." Re- 
port ol tbe ComaiitteeoaHisttncalMoanBMBtt aad Tablets, iSSi* PaalRcfere 
beard Capuin Parker say: "Let tbe troops pass by aad doa'tiMlMttbemwitboat 
they betia first." See Rrrcre's Narrathre. 

* Deposttioa of Capt. Joha Parker. 
' Rer. Joaas Qarke. 
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But no answer came back, and each one of Captain 
Parker's little band retiring from the field carried his 
gun with him. 

Then one of the other mounted officers, about two 
rods behind Pitcaim, name unknown, brandished his 
sword and the Regulars huzzaed in unison. He then 
pointed his pistol toward the Minute Men and fired. ^ 

Pitcaim was back to that officer, so did not see 
him fire. He heard the discharge, and easily might 
have mistaken it as coming from an enemy, for he 
had not authorized it himself.' Furious with pas- 
sion he gave the order: "Fire!** 

There was hesitation to obey from his men, for 
he repeated: "Fire, damn you, fire!*** 

The first platoon of eight or nine men then fired, 
evidently over the heads of the Minute Men, for 
none were killed or wounded.^ Pitcaim saw the 
effects of that volley and realized that his men did 
not aim to kill. Then came his next order: "G — d 
d — n you, fire at them!*** 

The second volley surely was fired to kill. 

John Munroe, one of the Minute Men in line 

> Deposition of Tboout FcMendea. 

* The EnstithcontentioD it that UMAmericuw fired fint. See letter ol W. 8. 
Evclya, who wm with Percj; De Beraicre't Aooooat, aad lieotcaant Cokmcl 
Smith's Report. It teemt to n»e of but little momeat m to who fired first. Hm 
coondl of wer, cooTcned by Geaersl Gage, April 18, wherein it was deterouaed 
to inarch oat and destroy the public stores of Massachusetts* was the first real 
hostfle act, and could only lead to war. Major Pitcaim has denied that he a». 
thoriied that first shot. I bcBert him to have been tmff aad profane, bat hoMS^ 
brare, and faithfol to his King. He died from wounds received b the Battle ol 
Bunker HiH 

* Depositions ol William Draper, ol William Monroe, ol Simon Winahipb ol 
John Monroe, and of John Bateman, a British soldier. 

* Deposition of William Wood. 

* Manuscript Narratirt ol Levi Harrington, • yoothfol spccutor. 
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thought that the first volley was nothing but pow- 
der, and so remarked to Ebenezer Munioe, who 
stood next to him. But as the second voUey came 
quickly and with fatal effect the latter answered 
that something more than powder was being used, 
for he had received a wound in his arm, and, he 
added, '^Pll give them the guts of my gun.'*^ 

These two Munroes then deliberately fired at the 
British, though the smoke from the latter's guns 
prevented a deliberate and careful aim.^ John 
Munroe, after retreating about ten rods, loaded a 
second time, with two balls, and fired, but the 
charge was too heavy, and he lost about a foot from 
the muzzle end of his gun.^ 

Jonas Parker, cousin to the Captain, was mortally 
wounded through the body' from the second volley, 
but having sufficient strength fired in return. He 
had but just uttered his determination not to run, 
and had placed his hat on the ground at his feet, 
and in it put his bullets and extra flints. The 
British bullet in his body caused him to sink to his 
knees, but he heroically endeavored to reload. He 
could not before the advancing enemy were upon 
him, and one of them ended his sufferings with a 
bayonet thrust.^ His death was especially heroic 
and spectacular, as his company had retired, leaving 
him alone to face the invaders. 

Jonathan Harrington, Jr., was mortally wounded, 
but staggered toward his home, on the northerly end 

* DqMUtioo ot John Monroe. 

* Kfamucripc Narrathrc of Leri Harrintton, aad dc p oti ti on of Jolm Mannw. 

* ManiMcript Namtirt of Leri Harrinftoo. 

* Depotidoo ot WilBam Monroe. 



THE BATTLE OF APRIL I9, 1775* 67 

of the G>mmoii. He fell before reaching there, 
struggled to his feet again, and staggered almost to 
his own door, where he expired, just as his wife 
rushed to meet him. He fell near the bam, then 
standing in what is now Bedford Street.^ 

Ensign Robert Munroe was killed while attempting 
to escape. He was just at the edge of the G>mmon, 
by the wall at Merriam's bam.^ His daughter Anna, 
wife of Daniel Harrington, who lived at the northerly 
end of the G>mmon, must have seen the tragedy, as 
must have also his two sons, Ebenezer and John, and 
his two sons-in-law, Daniel Harrington and Lieuten- 
ant Tidd, allfour in line with Captain Parker. 

When Parker directed such of his force as were 
without ammunition to proceed into the meeting 
house near by, and supply themselves from the 
town's stock, as we have written, Joseph Cbmee, 
Caleb Harrington, and Joshua Simonds entered the 
sacred edifice for that purpose. Simonds succeeded 
in getting down from the upper loft to the first 
balcony two quarter casks of powder, and had re- 
moved the head from one.' The opening volley, 
but a few rods away, indicated to him that hostilities 
had commenced. He expected to meet his fate. 
Pointing his gun to the open cask he resolved to 
blow up the meeting house, himself and his enemies 
rather than to have them enter and capture him.' 
Comee and Harrington attempted to escape, and 
were running from the westerly end of the meeting 
house, when the former was wounded in the arm, 

1 ManiMcriptNarrathrcof LevtlLurriiigtoii. 
* PhiancT'c Hbtorx of tbe Battk of LcxiiigtoQ. 
I DqNwitioa of Ebcncser Mnnrot. 
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and the latter shot and instantly killed.^ Cbmee 
made his way to the Marrett Munioe house, passed 
through it and out of the back door, and escaped 
over the hill at the rear. 

Then with savage ferocity the British rushed on, 
hunting down the fleeing Minute Men as they at- 
tempted to escape in all directions* A mounted 
officer, supposed to be Pitcaim, pursued Lieut. 
William Udd up the North Road (now Hancock 
Street) about thirty rods, calling out to him: ''Damn 
you, stop, or you are a dead man!*' 

Thereupon Tldd leaped over a pair of bars, made 
a stand and discharged his gun at his pursuer, who 
then retreated to the main body.' 

Solomon Brown was not idle. Though not in line 
with Captain Parker's men, he was an active par- 
ticipant. After their second volley he opened fire 
from the back door of Buckman's Tavern, and 
then, in order to get a better shot, passed through 
to the front door and fired from there. The British 
retaliated with a return volley, and the bullet holes 
in the old building still vouch for it. John Buck- 
man, the landlord, remonstrated with Brown against 
having his house used as a fort, so the latter took 
a new position, lying down behind a neighboring 
stone wall back of the bam, and opened fire again.' 

* Manuscript Narratirc of Leri Hamnftoo. 

* Depotitioot of Waiiam Tidd in 1824. and with otlMn. April sSt I77S* 

I MiM Manr Merriam, mnetjr yean of ate in 1887, reported to Edward P. 
Blist that the had heard her father say (and he was thirteen yeart oM when the 
battle took place) that on that momins tome who would not stand op for thdr 
country believed the British would not fire on tkfwu They were at the Tavern. 
The British fired on them, however, and they promptly retreated to the cellar and 
attic. Edward P. Bliss b Lexinftoo Historical Society, Proceedints, VoL I, 
page 71. 
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The British again responded. Their leaden bullets 
spattered against the wall, and from their impact 
little clouds of stone dust like smoke told a witness 
where they struck.^ Brown's aim was at an officer 
and group of soldiers, and subsequently Abijah 
Harrington saw a pool of blood on the ground 
where they stood.' 

John Brown and Samuel Hadley were killed on 
the edge of the swamp, a little way to the north of 
the G>mmon. They were retreating, but not be- 
yond the reach of their pursuers' bullets.' 

Asahel Porter, unarmed, non-combatant, and who 
had been brought up from Menotomy with Josiah 
Richardson as prisoners, was killed a few rods over 
the wall in Buckman's garden, to the eastward of the 
Tavern. He had been liberated with other prisoners, 
and had been cautioned not to rutty but walk away. 
After walking a little distance he felt impelled to 
run, and was pursued by a British bullet, with fatal 
effect. Richardson walked away, and safely escaped. 

The work of the British on Lexington Common, 
occupying less than half an hour, was now finished. 
Their casualties were slight, one man of the loth 
Regiment wounded in the thigh, another in the hand, 
and Major Pitcaim's horse shot in two places.^ 

> DepMitioiic of William Munroc, Minute Man, and of EUjah Sandcrtoo, tpc^ 
tator. Alto ttateinait of Rufnt Merriam, tpectator, then in hit Uurucnth jtMr* 
to Rev. A. B. Maxaejr. Young Merriam overheard Buckman** remoottranoe. 
Muzzey't Battle of Turlington, page 6. Manuscript Narratire of Levi Harrington. 

> Manuscript Narratire of Levi Harrington; I>q>oeition of Abijali Harrington. 
* Manuscript Narratire of Leri Harrington, who, bowcvcr, erroaeouelx namce 

them John Parker and Isaac Hadlejr. 

« A British Officer in Boston in 177s: De Bcmicre's Acoonnt; Rsport ci 
Lieotenant Colonel Smith; Sutcment of a British Prisoner as recited m Ebencssr 
Monroe's Deposition. 
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The killing of the Minute Men, had, however, 
wrought the rank and file up to a frenaded pitch of 
ezcitement,'80 much 80 that the officers had difficulty 
in forming them into line again.^ They succeeded 
though. In the meantime the main body under 
Lieutenant G>lonel Smith arrived, and when they 
were all in marching order a volley was fired and 
huzzas shouted as an expression of victory, and then 
they proceeded on their way.' Just then the sun 
rose on this new field of battle.* 

Again the fife and drum, at first harsh and loud, 
echoed against the neighboring hills; then fainter 
and fainter, as the troops marched up and over the 
summit of G>ncord Hill, a mile away. 

And when they were indeed gone, the men and 
women and children of Lexington came forth from 
their hiding places and looked upon the scene. We 
of to-day have never seen our Q>mmpn as they saw 
it — its turf torn by horses* hoofs, and clotted here 
and there with human blood; prostrate figures of 
men, some with faces upward to the sky, others 
with theirs smothered helplessly in the dust. One 
might almost think they were asleep.. 

Such was the fulfilment of their solemn pledge, that 
they stood ready to sacrifice ** everything dear in life^ 
yea^ and life itself^ in support of the common cause**^ 

Strong and willing arms then bore all of those 
precious dead into the house of God. And we can 

* A Brititli OSoer b Bottoa ia 1775. 

* RcT. Jonas Cbrkt. aa cjrewitneM ti thit inddcat. 

I At. S-I9 AJi. Attrooomkal Diary aad Almanack for 177$, by NatlMnkl 



* From a pntriock rctolndon pasted b toirn meetbf b December* 177s. 
Hodaon't Htttor/ ol Le xm gton, first edition, page los. 
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imagine as they came forth that their faces were 
turned toward G>ncord Hill, shining with a patriot's 
full meaning. We can go with them through the 
day, as they join the men of Acton, of Cbncord, — 
men from all over Middlesex and Essex and Norfolk 
counties, who also stood so ready to defend the 
common cause, yea, even with life itself 1 

The dead on or near Lexington G>mmon were 
Jonas Parker, Jonathan Harrington, Jr., Ensign 
Robert Munroe, Isaac Muzzy, John Brown, Samuel 
Hadley, dleb Harrington, and Asahql Porter. The 
wounded were John Robbins, whose jaw bone was 
shattered and right arm rendered useless;^ Solomon 
Pierce; John Tidd, sabre cut on his head by a 
British officer;' Joseph G>mee, on his arm;' Ebenezer 
Munroe, Jr., on his arm;' Thomas Winship; Na- 
thaniel Farmer; Prince Estabrook (colored); and 
Jedediah Munroe (who was killed later in the day). 

Hardly had the soldiers of King George reached 
the summit of G>ncord Hill, a mile away, ere strag- 
glers, wearing the same uniform, were seen coming 
up the road, apparently without fear or guile. 
There were five in all, but as they came singly or in 
twos, were not looked upon as dangerous belliger- 
ents. Joshua Simonds emerging from the meeting 
house captured the first one, took his gun away, and 

gave it to Captain Parker.^ Deacon Benjamin 

» 

> Hit dcpotitwo Aprfl 24, 177s. aad Maauchntettt Soldien and Sailon of tlie 
Rerolntioaanr War. 

* ManiitcrlptNamtiTtof LeviHajfriDftoa. 

* nia ocpoaiuon. 

* This gna descended to Ids grandton. Rer. Tbeodore Parker, who fa^c it to 
the Suta ot Maaaadiiiaetta. Bradford Smith b LeiiaftoB Hiatorical 
Proceedingt, VoL II, page 145. 



72 THB BATTLE OP APRIL 19, 1775* 

Brown captured one*^ Joshua Reed of Wobum 
captured one, took away his gun and other warlike 
equipments and turned him over to James Reed of 
Burlington,' then called Wobum Precinct. Two 
more were taken on or near the Cbmmon, and their 
arms, or those of two Britons, at all events, carried 
into Buckman Tavern by Ebenezer Munroe and 
later given to Minute Men who had none of their 
own.' 

Another prisoner, the sixth, was captured by 
Sylvanus Wood of Wobum, the man who joined 
dptain Parker's company and stood in line to 
receive the first volley as the British marched into 
sight. When they marched away he followed on, 
up over G>ncord and Fiske Hills. Arriving at a 
turn in the road, beyond the latter, he came unex- 
pectedly upon a soldier who for some good reason 
had dropped out of the ranks. He was seated at 
the roadside, and his gun leaned at rest beyond his 
reach. Wood was a little man, about five feet tall, 
but large in valor, so he demanded the surrender of 
his enemy. Helpless as he was he could only 
comply, and Wood marched him back to Lexington 
Cbmmon and placed him in the charge of a Mr. 
Welsh.* 

This prisoner also was captured in Lexington, at 

> Depotidoo of AbQali Harrinfton. 

* DqMthioo oi Juott» ReetL 

' DcpOtltlOO 01 EbfHfflM Alt IIBfOC* 

* Mt. Vernon Papcn hj Edward Evtrctt, page 4sa Everett, « member oi 
CoogreM in iBtS, tccared a pension ci $96 per jrear lor Wood. Once^ wiMn tlie 
Utter wat in Waahinfton. be introduced bim to Preeident Jackson. See also tbe 
History of Wobnm. by Sewall. wbo receired bis bformatton from Wood's 
Also see tbe deposition of Wood. 
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the bluff near the Bull Tavern, later kept by Mr. 
Viles. It stood not far from the Lincoln line. He 
and four of the others taken on Lexington Common 
were escorted to James Reed's in Burlington by 
Thomas R. Willard, William Munroe, and E. Welsh. ^ 

LlEXJTENANT COLONEL SmITH's AdVANCE THROUGH 

Lincoln. 

The march of the British from Lexington Common 
to the Lincoln line, and thence through the town of 
Lincoln and into Concord to Meriam's Comer, a 
distance of a little over five miles, was without un- 
usual incidents. That part of Lincoln through which 
they passed is the edge of the town, and then, as 
now, but sparsely settled. The village of Lincoln 
is considerably to the westward, fortunately, and 
thus most of the inhabitants were too remote for 
insult or more serious trouble. The men of Lincoln, 
however, were not unmindful of the enemy's move- 
ments, as we shall see later on. In the woods that 
bordered the highway the British saw some of 
them,* but not in sufficient number, evidently, to 
oppose their advance. 

Liexjtenant Colonel SMrrH's Advance into 

Concord. 

From Meriam's Comer in Concord to the center 
of Concord village is about a mile and a quarter. 
From the Comer, and on the northerly side of the 

> DepoMtion of E. Wehh. 

I Depotition of Lieut. Edward ThonitOQ Gould. ■ Britiah pritoner. 
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road, commences a line of hills rising fully sixty 
feet,^ or more above the road, which skirts along 
their edges, and perhaps an eighth of a mile from, 
and parallel to, their summits. The. ridge com- 
mands very easily and nicely the road for the entire 
distance, and was looked upon by both sides as a 
desirable place to occupy. Capt. Nathan Barrett 
and his company of Concord militia had occupied 
that part of it near the meeting house from about an 
hour after sunrise, for they had received the intelli- 
gence of the killing of six Americans at Lexington.* 
Capt. George Minot and his company of Minute 
Men assembled there also.* Farther along the 
ridge, toward Meriam's Comer, other Americans 
had taken position,^ probably as individuals. It was 
about two hours after sunrise when the enemy came 
into sight.* 

As Lieutenant Colonel Smith came into view of 
this location he saw the body of provincials along 
the ridge, and quickly decided to dislodge them. 
The light infantry were ordered to that work, and 
they succeeded in forcing the Axnericans back to 
the village. The grenadiers continued along the 
road, driving before them Capt. David Brown's 
company of Concord Minute Men who had marched 
up from the village as far as Meriam's Comer on a 
scouting trip. When the British were seen descend- 
ing from the hills of Lincoln Brown's company halted, 

A United Sutct Geolotical Surtf, i8S6b 

s DcpoMtioo of Cape Nathaa Bcmtt aad Sfteea otken, aII of Concord. 

• Diarj of Rer. Wiffiam Emertoii. 

* Deposition of Lieut. Edwerd Tbornton Goold, Britieik 
> Depotition of Cape Nathan Barrett and Sfteen odMrt. 
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and when the enemy came within about one hun- 
dred rods wheeled about and marched back to the 
village. The fifes and drums of both forces were 
playing.^ 

On the hill not far from the village stood the 
Liberty Pole, from the summit of which some kind 
of a flag was flying. The British cut it down.* 

It was between 7 and 8 o'clock when the enemy 
reached Concord village.' The march from Lex- 
ington must have been a steady one, without inter- 
ruption. The distance is about six and a quarter 
miles and the elapsed time about two hours. The 
entire distance from Lechmere Point is about seven- 
teen miles, sufficiently long, even thus far, to exhaust 
many of the soldiers. Adding to the length of the 
march, their loss of sleep before starting, and the 
excitement on Lexington Common, it is easy to 
imagine that a few halts for rest were allowed, 
though anxiety to accomplish their errand would 
not permit of unnecessary delays. 

Their advance into Concord village compelled the 
Americans to move along to an adjoining hill just 
to the northward, which they subsequently aban- 
doned and marched still farther along, passing over 
the North Bridge and taking a stronger position on 
Punkatasset Hill whose summit is fully two hundred 
feet^ higher than Concord River, and perhaps- half a 

* Ctpt. Ainot Btnvtt't Aoooaa^ who wm pvctent at a manbcr of Bfova't 
compAoy. 

I A Brititii Oflctr b Bottoa b I77S* 

* De Bvakn, tht Bridtk avthoritj wbo wm pvctent, tutn tht Hmt at btbt 
betwecB 9 aad 10 o'clock, b«t I foDow Ctpub Barrett and flfteea otben wbo 
state, b their depo ai tkm, tiMt it waa abovt two hoort after timriee. 

* United States Geological Swrtf, i8S6b 
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mile from the Bridge, and rather more than a mile 
from the village itself. It was their third position, 
and then about 8 o'clock in the morning.^ 

Reaching Concord village Lieutenant Colonfel 
Smith proceeded at once to carry out the plan of 
his expedition, namely, the destruction of the mili- 
tary stores. Ensign De Bemicre acted as guide to 
where they could be found, for he had been one of 
the spies sent out by General Gage for the express 
purpose of locating them. 

Smith found but few people in the village, for 
the able-bodied men were with their companies, and 
many of the non-combatants had considered other 
places more secure. Some, however, remained, and 
the British officers labored to convince them that no 
bodily harm was intended. 

Pitcaim was especially active in that diplomatic 
work, but insisting all the time that their doors must 
be unlocked that the soldiers might search their 
premises. Many would not submit peaceably to 
such an indignity, and one of those old men of 
Q>ncord had the courage to strike Maj. John Pit- 
caim in the presence of the King's soldiers.* We 
can imagine this incident happened before that 
doughty officer entered Wright Tavern and called 
for liquor, into which he plunged his finger to stir 
the sweetening. Some of the precious fluid slopped 
over, which he likened to the way Yankee blood 
should spill ere nightfall, — a remark possibly in- 
spired by his overwrought feelings at the affront. 

* Frederic Hodeon b Harper't Masatiac, l/Uf, 1875* 

• UeatcBftnt CokMiel Smith's Report. 
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The aged Q>ncord patriot was not punished, how- 
ever. 

Capt. Lawrence Parsons of the loth Regiment, 
with six light companies, was immediately despatched 
for the North Bridge, distant three-quarters of a 
mile. There he left Capt. Walter Sloane Lawrie of 
the 43d Regiment with three of the companies for 
guard duty, while he proceeded with the other three 
companies, guided by Ensign De Bemicre, over the 
bridge and up the left bank of the Concord River 
and its northerly branch, the Assabet River, to the 
home of Colonel Barrett,' almost two miles from the 
Bridge.* 

Captain Lawrie, arriving near the Bridge, as- 
signed one company of the 43 d Regiment to the 
Bridge itself, one of the loth Regiment to a near-by 
hill, and one of the 4th or King's Own Regiment to 
another hill a quarter of a mile farther away,* so 
arranged as to be within supporting distance of each 
other.* 

After the six companies under Parsons had de- 
parted. Lieutenant Colonel Smith sent Captain 
Mundy Pole of the loth Regiment with a force 
toward the South Bridge, incidentally for guard 
duty there, and in particular to destroy such military 
stores as they might find.* The distance from the 
village to the Bridge is almost a mile.* They went 

> De Beraicre aad Editor't Not* to Diarr of a Britiah Ofiocr. 

* ill nilct, to be exact. 

* Editor's Note b A Britiah Oflcar ia Boaton a 1775. aad depoaitioa of Lfeat. 
Edward Tbomtoo Goald, Britiah officer present. 

« De Beraicre. 

* II nile, to be exact. 
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a little beyond, to the homes of Amoe and Ephraim 
Woody in the vicinity of Lee's Hill,^ its older name, 
but now known as Nashawtuck. 

Within the village the British were very active in 
their search for the military supplies. Public 
buildings, stores, and private dwellings were alike 
examined. At the malt house of Ebenezer Hub- 
bard a considerable quantity of flour was discovered, 
and the end boards of the building were pulled off, 
that the barrels might the easier and faster be rolled 
out into the road, where they were broken open and 
the contents mixed with the dust«* At the store- 
house of Timothy Wheeler another lot of flour was 
found, which the miller, by a little artifice, saved. 
It was indeed public property, but Wheeler, placing 
his hand upon the bags of meal, one after another, 
and which stood with the flour, assured the soldiers 
that he was a miller, and that they were his. 

They were considerate enough to spare his per- 
sonal property, and included the flour.' 

At the neighboring grist mill several barrels were 
seized and rolled to or into the mill pond, but part 
was subsequently saved, as it hardly reached the 
water.* 

Deacon Thomas Barrett, brother of Colonel Bar- 
rett, was a resident of the village. He was an aged 
man, and remained quietly in or near his home 

^ Frederic Hudtoa, ia Harper's Mmasiim* Maft iS75« 

I Rer. Esra Ripler. Hietonr of the Fight at Conoocd. 

•Ripler. 

* The old mill pood occiipied a goodly portiooofcthc land bouaded by L tiln i t oa 
Road, Heywood, Wakfen, aad Mam ttreets, the northerly comer almost rcachbg 
Wright Tavern. Sabeequently it was AOed in, and now storca and dweOingi 
occupy its entire area. 
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while the soldiers were busy in looting and destroy* 
ing. He was a man of gentle demeanor and un- 
armed, but they seized him, called him rebel, and 
even threatened to take his life. He pleaded with 
them to dispense with that trouble, for his extreme 
age meant that he should soon die, anyway. They 
permitted him to go in peace. In his building was 
a gun factory carried on by his son, Samuel Barrett*^ 

Battle at North Bridge in Concord. 

In the meantime large numbers of Americans 
were gathering on the hills to the northward beyond 
the river. The commander of the British at the 
North Bridge and vicinity was not unmindful of 
that, and deemed it wise to concentrate his little 
army of three companies at the Bridge itself, as that 
seemed to be the threatened point of attack. Q>n- 
sequently the two remoter companies were marched 
down from the hills and joined the third, and then 
all three marched to the easterly or nearer end of 
the Bridge. 

About a quarter of a mile beyond the North 
Bridge, and in a westerly direction from it, is a 
little hill about forty feet higher than the river.* To 
reach it by road from the Bridge meant traveling 
over two sides of an irregular triangle, and going 
nearly half a mile.' The crest of the elevation 
commands a beautiful view up and down the river, 

> Ripler. 

• Uaited Sutct Geological Sttnrey. i8S6b 

• Tht road fonuiat one tido of tiM triaagk and leadiafffirom tlMBrid(«hM 
beca difOOMtiaiicd, uid noir appears obIj as a part of the rirer meadov. 
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with the North Bridge in the middle foreground and 
the village nearly a mile away to the southward. 

The Americans moved forward from Punkatasset 
Hill to this, their fourth position, at about 9 o'clock, 
as their reinforcements had augmented sufficiently 
to induce a growing feeling of aggressiveness. Here 
were assembling the sturdy men of Concord and of 
Acton, of Bedford, Lincoln, and Carlisle, and of other 
neighboring towns. Joseph Hosmer acted as ad- 
jutant, forming the soldiers as they arrived, — the 
minute companies on the right and the militia on 
the left, facing the Bridge.^ 

Col. James Barrett summoned his subordinate 
officers for a council of war, the first one of the 
American Revolution, and while they were so en- 
gaged, Capt. Isaac Davis and his company of 
Minute Men from Acton arrived and marched to a 
position on the left of the line, as they had been 
accustomed to on training days. After halting his 
little command Captain Davis joined his brother 
officers in their council of war. 

There were then assembled on that little hill four 
Concord companies, commanded, respectively, by 
Capt. David Brown, 52 men; Capt. Charles Miles, 
52 men; Capt. George Minot, number of men un- 
known; and Capt. Nathan Barrett, number of men 
also unknown.* From Acton th^re were three com- 
panies, one under Capt. Isaac Davis, 38 men; one 
under Capt. Joseph Robins, number of men un- 

* Lemuel Shattuck at qooted hj Jodab Adarat, |»aft tj, 

* See depoeitioa of Captain Barrett and fifteen otben b Jooraah of Each 
ProfTincial Coogreae in MatMchmetta, page 671* Probablr tiM tisteen were of 
that companf. 
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known; and one under Capt. Simon Hunt,^ number 
of men also unknown. There were two companies 
from Bedford, one being under Capt« John Moore, 
51 men; and the other under Capt. Jonathan Will- 
son, 28 men. A little later Captain Willson was 
killed and his command fell to Lieut. Moses Abbott. 
Lincoln was represented by Capt. William Smith 
with 62 men.* 

In addition to these regular organized soldiers 
there were many individuals present, exempts and 
others, who undoubtedly took a patriotic part in 
the subsequent events. 

These men looked down on the hostile troops at 
the Bridge, and beyond the river to the village, 
where huge volumes of smoke were rising from the 
bonfires of military stores, which seemed to them to 
be the burning of their homes. Inspired by that 
fear, and by their knowledge of the bloodshed at 
Lexington, they were ready to follow where their 
officers should lead. Their council could only decide 
in one way: '* To march into ike middU of the town 
for its defence^ or die in the attempt.**^ 

Colonel Barrett then gave the order to Maj. 
John Buttrick to lead an advance over the Bridge 
and to the center of the town. And his instructions 
were like those of Captain Parker a few hours 
before, — not to fire unless fired upon. 

It was then between 9 and 10 o'clock.^ Colonel 

* Sutemeat of Aaron Jonet. a tBcmbcr, io Adamt't AddreM» ptfe si. 
I AiBdaTtt of Amot Bakar> a mambcr. 

I Sonrhrpn teatUkd tint bock Major Buttrick aad Captab Davia nacd tbaia 
words. See Riplejr't Hiftorx of tb« Concord Figkt. 

* Joamal of Cas»t. David Brown* ooounaader of one of tk« Concord companies* 
as quoted hj Adams, paft $2, 
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Barrett retired to the rear on higher ground,^ and 
Major Buttrick hastened to execute his order. His 
choice for a company to lead was naturally one from 
Concordy but the captain of that one replied that he 
would rather not.* We wonder at the reason, for 
Q>ncord seemed to be the most deeply concerned 
just at that hour. However, it could not have been 
for lack of courage, for the Concord companies were 
a part of that advance. Then Buttrick turned to 
Captain Davis, and asked him if he was afraid to go. 
Davis promptly responded, ^^No, I am not; and 
there isn't a man in my company who is.''* 

He immediately gave the Command to march, and 
the men of Acton wheeled from the left pf the line fo 
the right, and were the first to march upon the 
invaders. 

Maj. John Buttrick of Concord led in person this 
little army down the slope toward the river, but 
not until he had offered the command to a superior 
officer who happened to be present, but without a 
command, — Lieut. Col. John Robinson of Prescott's 
regiment. Robinson lived in Westford and had re- 
sponded to the alarm. Magnanimously he refused 
the honor to lead, but with characteristic bravery 
begged that he might march by Buttrick's side, 
which the latter acceded to. These were the two 
men in front of all the American host to first march 
against the soldiers of their King. 

Then came Capt. Isaac Davis and his company 
of thirty-seven men from Acton. Then next, a Con- 

iRipler. 

• Depotitioa of Bradley Stooe. 

• DepoMiioM of Bndkjr Stone and Solomon Smith. 
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cord company under Qiarles Miles. Then two 
more Concord companies under Capt. David Brown 
and Capt. Nathan Barrett.^ Another company 
from Acton then fell into line, the one commanded 
by Capt. Simon. Hunt. They were just turning the 
comer of the main road when the firing at the 
Bridge took place.* By order of Colonel Barrett 
the companies from Bedford and Lincoln next fell 
into line. The march was by twos, and to the tune 
of "The White Cockade,'' played by two young 
fifers, Luther Blanchard of Davis's Acton company, 
and John Buttrick of Brown's Concord company.* 
Down the road, now discontinued, they marched ^ 
in a southerly direction to the point of the triangle, 
then back toward the Bridge in an easterly direc- 
tion, in all, about a quarter of a mile. The British 
watched the advance keenly, and when the south- 
erly point of the triangle was reached, and the 
columns wheeled to the left toward the Bridge, they 
commenced to pull up the planks. Major Buttrick 
in a loud voice ordered them to desist, whereupon 
they left the Bridge and hastily formed for action in 
the road just beyond the easterly end. Then came 
the report of the first hostile gun in the Battle of 
Concord, fired from the British ranks. Solomon 
Smith,* a member of Davis's Acton company, saw 
where the ball struck the river on his right, which 

> Corp. Aoiot Btfrett of Browa't eompuiy ia^catct Davk't at Irtt aid hk 
own oompanj at third. The exact order of ^ other parfiripatmg compaaiee I 
am unable to gire. 

s Sutementof AaroiiJoiie8>aiDciabcr, tohfr.Adams. See Adaan't Addrc«* 
page 21. 

* Frederic Hudaoa. 

* DooUttk picture. Adama. 1835. FrothinghaflB. 1S51. 

* Depoaitioa of SoloawB Sflftith. 
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then ran nearly parallel to the road. This was 
quickly followed by two others, but they were not 
thought by the Americans to be aimed at them. 

Still onward marched Major Buttrick and his 
little band. They soon came nearly to the Bridge, 
when a sudden volley from the British indicated 
their serious intention to check the American ad- 
vance. Luther Blanchard, the fifer from Acton, 
was slightly wounded.^ 

Major Buttrick heard his cry of anguish, and 
almost jumping into the air, exclaimed, '^Fire! For 
God's sake, fire!" 

The order was obeyed. The British responded, 
killing Captain Davis and one of his privates, Abner 
Hosmer. Davis, on realizing that Blanchard was 
wounded, had taken a firmer position on a flat 
stepping-stone, and while aiming his gun received 
a bullet through his heart. Hosmer was killed by 
a bullet through his head.' Ezekiel Davis, brother 
of the Captain, and a private in his company, was 
wounded, as was also Joshua Brooks of Lincoln, 
whose forehead was slightly cut by a bullet, which 
continued through his hat.' 

The opening volley of the Americans was also 
e£Fective, killing one private and wounding Lieuten- 
ant Hull of the 43d Regiment; Lieutenant Gould of 
the 4th; Lieutenant Kelly of the loth; Lieutenant 
Sutherland of the 38th; and a number of the rank 
and file. 

The Americans, under Major Buttrick, advanced, 



> Depotitkm of Solomon Smith. 

s Frederic Hndeoo. 
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and the three British companies, under Lawrie, 
gave way and retreated toward Concord village. 
They were met on the road by reinforcements con- 
sisting of two or three companies headed by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Smith himself, who was responding 
to a very urgent request for assistance from Captain 
Lawrie, sent just before the engagement began. 
Smith being a "very fat, heavy man," according to 
the testimony of one of his officers, who has left an 
interesting diary for our perusal,^ instead of reach- 
ing Lawrie at the Bridge met him but a little way 
out of the village. 

From the moment of that heroic advance of the 
Americans over the Bridge military discipline 
among them ceased.* They rushed after the re- 
treating British but a few rods, then proceeded to 
an eminence on the east side of the road back of 
Elisha Jones's house, taking position there behind 
a stone wall, and perhaps an eighth of a mile from 
where the British halted when they were met by 
their reinforcements.' Why the Americans turned 
aside instead of pursuing their enemies into Concord 
village as they had resolved to do can only be sur- 
mised. Why they gave no heed to the small force 

> A Brituh Officer in Bottoo m 177s* See alto Rer. Mr. Emeraoo't acomnt 
who tpesk* of the **m«rdiet and ooanter-mmrchet tor half an hoor," and their 
"great fickleocaa and inoooatancf of mind.** Smith can hardlj be blamed lor 
nenroutncaa at that moment; with |»art of hb eight hvndred men at Colonel 
Barrett's, five hundred Amertcant between, and another part of his force at the 
Soath Bridge. 

t **Oiir company and moet of the others pnraned, but in great diaorder." 
Depoeidon of Thomas Thorp of the Acton company. ''The loss of oar Captain 
was the cause of moch of the conlnsioa that foUowed." Depositfea of Soldmon 
Smith of the Acton company. 

• Deposition of Solomon Smith. 
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Still behind them up the river, engaged in destroy- 
ing American property at Cobnel Barrett's, ex- 
cites our wonder too. Not lack of personal courage, 
surely, but rather of military experience. 

While these scenes were being enacted . at the 
North Bridge the British force above alluded to, 
and consisting of three companies under Captain 
Parsons, had gone up the river to the home of' 
Colonel Barrett, nearly two miles from the Bridge. 
They were under the direct guidance of the spy, 
Ensign De Bemicre, who had previously gone over 
the road and made himself familiar with its topogra- 
phy, and particularly with the hiding of military 
stores among the homes along the way. He knew 
thoroughly well of those at Colonel Barrett's, and 
that place above all others was the principal ob- 
jective. 

Early that morning the men in the Barrett family 
had' busied themselves in securing the Colonial 
stores. They had plowed a tract of land about thirty 
feet square south of the old bam and later used as a 
kitchen garden. One guided a yoke of oxen in 
turning over the furrows into which others dropped 
the muskets that had been stored in the house. 
Succeeding furrows covered them nicely. Musket 
balls were carried to the attic and put into the 
bottoms of barrels which were then filled with 
feathers.^ Other munitions were hidden in the 
adjoining woods.* 

When the soldiers reached there they found the 

1 Margartt Sidiwjr. Old ConcordL Her Highvajt ud Bywajw, 
* Rer. Mr. Emcnoii't Narrative. 
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homestead in care of the venerable wife of Colonel 
Barrett. Captain Parsons explained his mission, 
and assured her it was^ his aim to destroy public 
property only, and to capture Colonel Barrett.^ 
They commenced their search, but did not find as 
much as expected.' Nor did they capture the 
commander of the Minute Men« 

While this work was in progress, Colonel Barrett's 
son Stephen, a young man of about twenty-five 
years, returned from his mission up the river road 
to Price Plain, to intercept Minute Men expected 
from Stpw, Harvard, and other towns in that vidnity. 
He wished to inform them of the danger surrounding 
his own home, that they might travel by some other 
road into Concord. 

Reaching the kitchen door of his own home he 
was met by a British ofiicer, who, thinking he might 
be Colonel Barrett, placed him under arrest. Upon 
learning from Mrs. Barrett, however, of his mistake, 
that he was her son, the young man was released.* 
Another son, James, Jr., being lame and inactive, 
did not attract any hostile attention.^ 

So successfully had Colonel Barrett and his num- 
erous assistants secreted the large amount of pro^ 
vincial property left in his charge that Captain 
Parsons found but littie to confiscate or destroy. 
He seized and burned a few gun carriages in the 
road near the house.* 

iSidaer. 

* DeBemicre. 

* Sidiwjr, p«ffe i). 

« Frederic Hodeoo. The Cooeard Fight in Herper't New Montkhr Magasiae. 

May, i»7S. 
■Ripler. 
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This was the remotest point of the British in- 
vasion. The three companies at Colonel Barrett's 
had by far the longest route of any, by several 
miles. After a night without sleep and so long a 
march they were hungry and thirsty, and Mrs. Bar* 
rett was requested to supply their wants. She was 
in no position to refuse. Some, if not all, were 
willing to pay for what they had, but the good lady 
refused, saying, ^*We are commanded to feed our 
enemy if he hunger.'' 

Some, however, insisted, and on leaving tossed 
their money into her lap. She could only exclaim, 
''It is the price of blood r^ 

The object of their mission being accomplished so 
far as within their power, they set put for a return 
march to the village by the same roundabout route 
over the North Bridge, as they came. When at 
Widow Brown's Tavern at the cross roads, within 
about a mile of the Bridge, they halted, and three 
or four officers entered the house for drinL The 
soldiers sat at the roadside and drink was carried 
out to them. Pay was o£Fered to Mrs. Brown by the 
officers, but she declined to receive it. Charies 
Handley, a youth in his thirteenth year, and a native 
of Concord, was living there, and has left his sworn 
statement that he then heard the guns at the Bridge, 
but that the British did not appear to notice them. 
It was then generally understood that they knew 
nothing of the engagement until their arrival at the 
scene, and saw the British slain.' There were two, 

1 Frederic Hndtoo. 

* Cherlce Heiuttey't depoeitioB. 



THE BATTLE OP APRIL 19, 1775* 89 

one having been killed instantly, and the other, at 
first wounded, while helpless was despatched with 
a savage cut in the head with a hatchet. It seems 
that after the British had been driven from the 
Bridge, and the Americans had also passed in pur* 
suit, a young man employed by Rev. William Emer- 
son at the Old Manse (still standing, 1921) came 
forth to view the field of strife. He saw the wounded 
Briton attempting to arise, and in a thoughtless 
moment concaved it his patriotic duty to. kill him. 
He did so as the soldier was on his knees in a futile 
attempt to stand. The hatchet sank deep into his 
skull, and the blood gushed forth and covered the 
top of his head as he fell back to Concord battle 
ground. A little later the British force under 
Captain Parsons passed him on their way to the 
village. They could only shudder, and bear away 
the impression, which was subsequently published, 
that the Americans had scalped and cut o£F the ears 
of their enemies.^ The young man who did the 
deed lived many years, and often confessed that his 
conscience had been sorely troubled.' 

The men under Captain Parsons were thus per- 
mitted to join the main body of British, very much 
to their surprise, which was forcibly expressed by 
Ensign De Bemicre in his account of the battle.* 



of Zeduoiah Brown and Thomat DtTM, Jr^ vlw Iniriad tlw two 
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As we have seen, the mun body of the Americans 
halted on the high ground to the eastward of the 
Elisha Jones house. From that moment to the 
arrival of the British at Charlestown Neck no one 
seemed to be in command, and no disdpline of any 
kind was attempted. 

While military critics cannot endorse the kind of 
warfare employed by the Americans on that day, 
almost if not quite of a guerilla nature, yet it must 
be confessed that their death roll was much smaller 
and their success, in some respects, much greater 
than it would have been had they fought as an army, 
in the open, under some brave commander. The 
British, on the other hand, were ever in the highway, 
standing or marching in a solid formation. The 
Americans were never more than a dozen or a score, 
side by side, and usually not more than two or 
three. Their selected position was a sheltered one, 
— behind the walls, among the trees, even within 
the houses. Often the vigilant flank guard, which 
Lieutenant Colonel Smith counted upon so intelli- 
gently, came upon them unawares, and so added to 
the American death roll. Had they known the 
value of the flanking movements, and still fought 
as individuals, as they did from the North Bridge 
to Charlestown Neck, but few would have been 
slain. 

As we have seen, the Americans halted on the 
high ground to the eastward of Elisha Jones's house. 
They felt that when the retreating British were 
reinforced they would return and renew the struggle. 
In their strong position behind the stone wall they 
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had no cause to fear an assault, for the advantage 
would be greatly with them. But Lieutenant Colonel 
Smith also realized as much and turned his troops 
back into G>ncord village. 

Several of the Minute Men then returned to the 
North Bridge, and conveyed the bodies of Capt. 
Isaac Davis and private Abner Hosmer to the home 
of Major Buttrick, which stood near the spot from 
which they started on their fatal march. ^ Later 
in the day they were conveyed to Acton. 

Such was the baptism of Concord soil with the 
blood of its brave defenders. 

Capt. Mundy Pole of the loth Regiment with one 
hundred men had been detailed by Lieutenant 
Colonel Smith for guard duty at the South Bridge. 
He was also instructed to destroy any public stores 
that he might find in that vicinity. 

The Bridge is nearly a mile southerly from the 
village, and in an opposite direction from the North 
Bridge, the two being nearly two miles apart. 

Captain Pole reached there about 8 o'clock, and 
promptly placed a guard at the Bridge to prevent 
any one passing into or out of the village. Then 
he foraged the immediate neighborhood for food 
and drink for his force, which was easily accom- 
plished, as most of the able-bodied men were absent 
on patriotic duties. 

They searched, the houses of Ephraim Wood, 
Joseph Hosmer, and Amos Wood, but with slight 
success, for most of the stores once there had been 
secreted elsewhere. The Britons demeaned them- 

* D^ditkai of SolooMMi Saiilk 
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selves nicely in this neighborhood, and were generous 
enough to pay for what food they took. Each of 
the women at Amos Wood's house was presented 
with a guinea. In this home was one room pretty 
well filled with goods that were sought for. It was 
locked, but the gallant officer, believing that women 
were hiding within, issued orders that none of his 
soldiers should enter it. 

Capt. M undy Pole's little expedition to this part 
of Concord was not entirely without results, how- 
ever. He succeeded in knocking o£F the trunnions 
of three iron twenty-four pounders, burning their 
carriages, destroying a small quantity of flour and 
several barrels of trenchers and wooden spoons.^ 

Some of his soldiers ascended Lee's Hill, now 
called Nashawtuck, about one hundred feet* higher 
than and overlooking the river down to North 
Bridge. From there they could plainly see the 
growing excitement, as evidenced by the moving 
about of the Minute Men, and the constant acces- 
sions to their numbers. Finally there came echoing 
up the valley the signal gun, then two more, then 
the volley; and they knew the scene on Lexington 
Common was being re-enacted. 

They descended the hill and gathered with the 
others at the South Bridge, removed the planks 
therefrom to protect their retreat, and marched 
rapidly back to the main body in the village.' 

Lieutenant Colonel Smith now commenced to 
realize his distance from Boston and the dangers 

1 DeBernicra. 
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that might lurk along the way. He had his entire 
force assembled in Concord village very soon after 
10 o'clock, but his many wounded soldiers required 
attention before he could begin his return march. 
Some of them were attended by Dr. Cumings and 
Dr. Minot of the village.^ As no provision had 
been made by the British commander for the trans- 
portation of his disabled soldiers, the people of 
Concord were called upon to supply the deficiency. 
A chaise was confiscated from Reuben Brown, and 
another from John Beaton. Bedding from near-by 
houses was added for the comfort of the riders. 
Several horses were taken, among them one belong- 
ing to Captain Smith of the Lincoln Company, 
which he had, for some reason, left at Wright Tavern 
before he marched for North Bridge. Lieutenant 
Hayward of Concord recaptured Reuben Brown's 
chaise from the Regulars in Arlington, and mth it a 
horse, bedquilt, pillow, etc., for the owners of which 
he advertised in the Essex Gazette of Aug. lo, 1775.^ 
Besides his wounded. Lieutenant Colonel Smith 
had his able-bodied men to consider also. They 
had been without sleep since the time of starting 
from Boston Common, at half past 10 o'clock the 
evening before, and possibly back to the night 
before that. They had already marched over 
seventeen miles to Concord village, and those who 
had gone to Colonel Barrett's and to the North 
and South Bridges, so much farther yet. They 
had passed through the exciting scenes of bloodshed 
at Lexington Common and North Bridge, which 

> Frederic HvdMo. 
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must have added a^tated minds to weary 

His soldiers needed rest and Smith knew it, and was 

justified in granting the two hours that he did. 

Aside from those reasons Smith had another good 
one for not starting at once. It will be remembered 
that when he had reached Arlington (Menotomy), 
realizing his march had aroused the entire cbm- 
munity, he had sent back an urgent request to 
General Gage for strong reinforcements. He could 
reasonably expect them to reach any place that he 
had, within three hours at least of his time. But 
unfortunately for Smith the forces under Percy had 
not started until 9 o'clock that morning, and were 
then less than five miles on the way, and coming 
over a longer route than he had taken.^ 

The destruction of the public military stores, 
according to the report of Lieutenant Colonel Smith, 
hardly balanced his loss of prestige even, to say 
nothing of the British lives that had been and would 
be given up in the cause. He gives his men credit 
for knocking the trunnions off of three field pieces 
of iron ordnance; destroying by fire some new gun 
carriages and a gr^at number of carriage wheels; 
and throwing into the river considerable flour, some 
powder, musket balls and other small articles. De 
Bemicre in his account adds to the list by mention- 
ing barrels of trenchers and spoons of wood destroyed 
by Captain Pole. 



> la the Diaiy of A Brittth Ofioer ia Boctoa b inSt wlw was with Smtfli h 
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While the bonfire was consuming the cannon 
wheels, it was discovered that the Court House, 
facing the Green, was on fire. It was noticed by 
Mrs. Martha Moulton, an elderly widow who lived 
close by and who had not fled with the younger part 
of the population as the enemy approached. She 
felt that her years, seventy-one, would be her pro- 
tection, as indeed they were. She has left an inter- 
esting statement of the events of those few hours, ^— 
how her home was invaded by the soldiers for food 
and water; how Pitcaim and other officers sat 
before her door, watching the soldiers in their 
destructive work; how she discovered the Court 
House on fire, and how earnestly she pleaded with 
them to put it out, even bringing water for them to 
do so. At first they were indifferent, but finally 
yielded and extinguished the flames. Thus wias the 
Court House saved, and possibly some of the ad- 
joining homes, by Martha Moulton.^ 

The Provincial Congress, in their published 
account of the damages sustained in Concord, aside 
from the public stores, set the value at £274, i6s., 
7d., of which £3, 6s was for broken locks in His 
Majesty's Jail.* 

Lieutenant Colonel Sifrrn's Retreat -through 

Concord. 

It was about 12 o'clock when Lieutenant Colonel 

■ 

Smith gave the order to march. As the neighboring 

^ Pctitioo of Martha Mooltoo, Coaoord, Feb. 4, 1776» to the Hooorabla Coort 
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hills were covered with provindals,^ he ordered out 
even larger bodies of flankers, and farther away 
from the main body in the highway. The march 
along the Lexington Road for a little more than a 
mile to Meriam*s Comer was uneventful, but at that 
place the struggle was renewed. There the men of 
G>ncord, Acton, Lincoln, and Bedford came within 
rifle shot of the highway. They had passed along 
the Great Meadow, so called, northerly from the 
range of hills near the highway, and reached Meii- 
am's Comer at about the same time that Smith did. 
New American forces joined the contest here also. 
Billerica sent Lieutenant Crosby with 12 men; 
Capt. Edward Farmer, 35 men; and Capt. Jonathan 
Stickney, 54 men. Chelmsford sent Capt. Oliver 
Barron, 61 men, and Acting Captain, CoL Moses 
Parker, 43 men. Framingham sent Capt. Simon 
Edget, 76 men; Capt. Jesse Emes, 24 men; Capt. 
Micajah Gleason, 49 men. Reading sent Capt. 
John Bacheller, 61 men; Capt. Thomas Eaton, 63 
men; Capt. John Flint, 79 men, and Capt. John 
Walton, 89 men. Some of the Reading companies 
at least, marched from home under Major, after- 
wards Govemor, John Brooks. Rev. Eximund 
Foster accompanied Captain Bacheller's company 
as a volunteer, and has left an interesting narrative 
of what he saw. Sudbury sent Capt. Nathaniel 
Cudworth, 40 men; Capt. Aaron Haynes, 39 men; 
Capt. Isaac Locker, 30 men; Capt. John Nixon, 54 
men; Capt. Joseph Smith, 49 men; and Capt. 

> De Bernkre tlioaght there coald not hMf beca lew tluui S^ooo wbeh oa tht 
hillt about Concord. Hn anzk^ greatly multiplied the real anmber. 
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Moses Stone, 35 men. Wobum sent Capt. Samuel 
Belknap, 66 men; Capt. Jonathan Fox, 72 men; 
and Capt. Joshua Walker, 117 men. 

The American reinforcements coming in at 
Meriam's Comer numbered 1,147, making a total 
of 1,534 enrolled men in the ranks of the Provin- 
cials, if all at the North Bridge still remained in 
the fight. 

There were many other Minute Men anxious to 
be in the first struggle but who lived too far away. 
Stow sent a company of militia belonging to Colonel 
Prescott's regiment, commanded by Capt. William 
Whitcom, numbering eighty-one men. They did 
not reach North Bridge until about noon, too late 
to be in the action there, but in time to be close in 
the pursuit. We are told that another company 
from Stow under Captain Hapgood also joined, 
but I find no returns in the Massachusetts State 
Archives. 

Three companies from Westford reached the 
North Bridge too late, but were active afterward. 
They were, respectively, under the command of 
Capt. Oliver Bates, 36 men; Capt. Jonathan Minot, 
36 men; and Capt. Timothy Underwood, 58 men. 

As the Reading men came along the road from 
Bedford and neared Meriam's Comer they dis- 
covered the flank guard of the British just descend- 
ing the ridge of hills. There were from eighty to 
one hundred Red Coats, and they were marching 
slowly and deliberately down the hill, without 
music and without words. The Americans were 
but a little over three hundred feet away. They 
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halted and remained in silence watching their foes. 
The British flankers soon gained the main road at 
the Comer, and passed along a few hundred feet 
toward Lincoln and Lexington, over the little 
bridge that spans Mill Brook. The Americans 
gathered around the Meriam house. As the British 
passed the Bridge they wheeled suddenly and fired 
in volley, but too high, so no one was struck. Then 
the Americans returned the fire with better aim, 
and two Britons fell on the easterly side of the little 
stream, while several were wounded, among them 
Ensign Lester of the loth Regiment.^ 

Less than half a mile along that road from Meri- 
am's Comer is the northerly comer of the town of 
Lincoln. Along on the edge of Lincoln the highway 
continues, still in an easterly direction, for less than 
another half mile, this stretch being on rather higher 
ground, the northerly side of the road in Concord, 
the southerly side in Lincoln. On the Lincoln side 
is the Brooks Tavern (still standing, 1921). This 
little elevation is called Hardy's Hill, and is about 
sixty .feet higher than Concord village.* Along the 
summit the skirmishing was actively renewed, and 
continued down its easterly slope into Lincoln. 

This ended the struggle in Concord, but her sons 
and the others were not mindful of the boundary 
line. To them it was more than the Battle of 
Concord — it was the Battle of April Nineteenth. 

The patriots who died in Concord were Capt. 
Isaac Davis, and private Abner Hosmer, both of 

> RcT. EdmiiDd Foster and EasigB De Bcmicre. 
* United States Geolcfficsl Simrejr, 18S6. 
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Acton. The wounded were Luther Blanchard and 
Ezekiel Davis, also of Acton; Jonas Brown of 
Concord and Joshua Brooks of Lincohi. These 
were all at the North Bridge. Abel Prescott, Jr., 
of Concord was wounded while in the village. The 
British killed were two privates at North Bridge 
and two at Meriam's Comer bridge. Their wounded 
were Lieutenant Gould of the 4th Regiment, Lieu- 
tenant Kelly of the loth Regiment, Lieutenant 
Sutherland of the 38th, and Lieutenant Hull of the 
43d, and a number of privates, all at the North 
Bridge. At the little bridge near Meriam's Comer 
Ensign Lester of the loth Regiment and several 
privates were wounded. 

Lieutenant Colonel Sifrrn's Retreat through 

Lincoln. 

At the foot of the easterly slope of Hardy's Hill 
is a little stream crossing the road in a northerly 
direction. It is in Lincoln, and on most maps is 
put down as Mill Brook, the same that curves around 
and crosses the road near Meriam's Comer, rather 
more than a mile back. At Hard3r's Hill it has 
sometimes been called Tanner's Brook.^ 

The British had now reached this point, and were 
marching rapidly, keeping their flankers out parallel 
to the highway. 

Over the bridge and up another slight rise and 
then the road tums at a sharp angle to the left, 
northeasterly, to still higher ground about eighty 

* Froihtinham't 8iCf« ol Bottoo. Rer. Mr. Fottcr^t Acoovat. 
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feet higher than Concord village. On the north- 
westerly side of that road was a heavy growth of 
trees, and on the opposite side a younger growth. 
On each side of the road, in those two forest growths, 
many American Minute Men were posted.^ They 
had anticipated the passing of the British by hurry- 
ing across the Great Fields, so called, from the Bed- 
ford Road near Meriam*s Comer. Among these 
were the Bedford company under Captain Willson. 
This forest-lined road was only about half a mile 
in extent before it turned again to the eastward. 

When the foremost British reached this location 
the Americans poured in a deadly volley that killed 
eight and wounded many others. 

The contest was by no means one-sided. The 
attention of the Americans here, as all along the line 
to Charlestown, was too firmly fixed on the ranks 
of the enemy marching in the road. The British 
flankers were unnoticed and unthought of. Silently 
and rapidly they swung along, on their parallel 
lines, and very often closed in on those little tell-tale 
puffs of smoke that arose behind the trees and walls, 
and among the bowlders. Thus were many Ameri- 
cans surprised and slain — more, probably twice or 
thrice over, than were killed by the soldiers in the 
highway. 

It was at this Bloody Angle of Battle Road that 
Capt. Jonathan Willson of Bedford met his death. 
And so did Nathaniel Wyman, a native of Billerica, 
but a member of Captain Parker's company. Daniel 
Thompson of Wobum was also killed here. Another 

> Fotter't Acoooat. 
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son of Bedford, Job Lane, was severely wounded 
and disabled for Ufe.^ 

The next day five of the British killed were re- 
moved to the little cemetery near Lincoln village 
several miles away for burial. Not many years ago 
the town of Lincoln caused to be placed over their 
common grave a neat and appropriately lettered 
memorial stone. 

After the northeasterly angle the road turns again 
easterly toward Lexington. Half or three-quarters 
of a mile along are the two Hartwell houses, still 
standing (1921), on the northerly side of the road 
and but a few hundred feet apart. 

In the westerly, or first one, lived Sergt. John 
Hartwell, and in the easterly one, Sergt. Samuel 
Hartwell, both members of Captain Smith's Lincoln 
company. Both were absent on duty then, but the 
wife of Samuel was at home. She has furnished a 
vivid narrative of what she saw and experienced 
that afternoon and the following morning. Her 
first alarm of the coming Britons was reports of 
musketry, seemingly in the vicinity of the Brooks 
Tavern, then nearer and nearer to the Bloody Angle. 
Then the hurrying Red Coats themselves, anxious 
and wild in their demeanor as they hurried along 
past her house. One, in his insane anger fired into 
their garret, though he could see no foeman there.^ 

For another mile along the Lincoln Road the 
British must have had some relief, for the country 
is comparatively level, the fields extending away 

> Jonathan F. Steams, Bedford Setqai-Centeiuiial, paft a6. Rtplejr, page ii, 
to think that Laae was voondcd a little farther along at the HartweU bars. 
* Beneath Old Roof Trees, bj Abram Engltsh Brown, pate iii. 
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smoothly on either side. It was not a complete 
lull in the battle, however, for an American bullet 
terminated the life of one Briton at least. The 
remains were uncovered a few years ago when the 
road builders were widening and grading anew the 
highway. He was reinterred over the bordering 
wall in the field to the southwest of the highway, a 
short distance westerly from Folly Pond.^ 

Then comes an easterly bend in the road, though 
still continuing nearly level and for about a quarter 
of a mile to the Nelson house.' Here lived Josiah 
Nelson, the Lincoln patriot, who, as we have written, 
alarmed his neighbors in Bedford the night before. 
Around it were many picturesque bowlders, large 
enough to shelter venturesome Minute Men. And 
they were there. William Thoming, one of Captain 
Smith's Lincoln company, had fired on the British 
from some hiding place in this neighborhood, and 
they had returned his fire and chased him into the 
woods. As he was thus escaping the main body he 
met the ever vigilant flank guard, and but narrowly 
escaped them also. Later as they passed along he 
advanced to one of the Nelson bowlders and fired 
again at the British, probably with fatal effect. 
Across the road from the house is a little knoll 
which is called "The Soldiers' Graves"* even to this 
day, for therein sleep two British soldiers whose 

> Stetemoat ol Mr. George Neltoii» near-by retident* wlw mw the remetnt and 
pointed oot to me » 1890 the locations of the old and new grave*. 

* Standing until a few years ago^ although in a shattered condition. It had 
been abandoned as a habitation lor nuuiy years. A conflagration completed its 
destruction, and now only the scar of its cellar hole and a pile of bricks that 
formed its mammoth chimn^ and hospiuble hearth mark iHiere it stood. 

• Statement to me in 1890 of Mr. Nelson, owner of the old ruins with the 
surrounding fields, and who pointed out "The Soldiers' Graves." 
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summons undoubtedly came from behind the Nelson 
bowlders. 

About a sixth of a mile yet farther along stood 
the home of Samuel Hastings, near the Lexington 
boundary line yet within the town of Lincoln. 
Hastings was a member of Captain Parker's Lexing- 
ton company,' and was present and in line for action 
when Pitcaim gave that first order to fire. As the 
British column swept along, one of the soldiers left 
the ranks and entered the house for plunder, un- 
mindful of the dangers lurking in the adjoining 
woods and fields. As he emerged and stood on the 
doorstone an American bullet met him, and he sank 
seriously wounded. There he lay until the family 
returned later in the afternoon and found him. 
Tenderly they carried him into the house and min- 
istered to his wants as best they could, but his wound 
was fatal. After his death they found some of their 
silver spoons in his pocket. He was buried a short 
distance westerly from the house.' 

It was in Lincoln that most of Captain Parker's 
Lexington company, numbering in all 144 men 
before any were killed, again went into the action, 
probably not far from the Nelson and Hastings 
homes; and also the Cambridge company, under 
Captain Samuel Thatcher, 77 men, joined the pur- 
suit from there.* 



1 Seehbdcpotitkmb Joaraakof EacliFlroviodalCoacrewolMMUcfautetu, 
but I do not iad hit wMut in any other pUce m a oMmbcr. 

* I am indebted to the great-frandchildrea of Samnel Hattinti» Corndioe and 
Charles A WdUnfton, for this ttatement. Thef «cr«rctideataofLeiiact(Mi»bvt 
•iaoe both have died. 

* See Maeeadmeetts State Ardurct where twcatj^^i^t milet it the dietance 
charged for bjr aoet ol hh 



THE BATTLE OF APRIL I9, I775. IO5 

The American fatalities in Lincoln, as we have 
seen, were Capt. Jonathan Willson of Bedford; 
Nathaniel Wyman of Billerica, who was a member 
of Captain Parker's Lexington company; and 
Daniel Thompson of Woburn. Job Lane of Bedford 
was slightly wounded. 

The exact British loss in Lincoln cannot be stated. 
It is known that eight were killed at the Bloody 
Angle, and at least four more along the road from 
there to the Hastings house. Many were wounded, 
but no statement or estimate has ever been given. 
The distance across that part of the town is about 
two miles, and the fighting severe for more than half 
the way. 

Lieutenant Colonel Sifrrn's Retreat to Lex- 
ington Village. 

As the British forces again invaded Lexington 
soil undoubtedly they looked for vengeance from 
the hands of the little band that stood before them 
in the early morning. If they did anticipate as 
much they were not disappointed, for, as we have 
stated. Captain Parker and his men had come out 
into the edge of Lincoln to meet them. 

Just over the line into Lexington and a few rods 
north of the road the land rises about fifty feet rather 
abruptly and with a ledgy face. This little summit 
commands a grand view up and down the road for 
quite a distance, and therefore was an ideal location 
for the Minute Men. Many were there awaiting 
the passing of the British, and when they were 
opposite poured down on them a volley. At least 
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one fell, an officer, for a few years ago a sword was 
taken up from the depth of about four feet, evidently 
from his grave. It was almost consumed with rust, 
but enough remained to identify it as of British 
make and of that period. The reports of muskets 
and little puffs of blue smoke betrayed the location 
of the marksmen, and the British at once returned 
the fire. Their aim was without effect. One of 
their bullets flattened against the ledge was also 
found by the present owner of the land buried in 
the decayed leaves and refuse at the base of the 
ledge. ^ 

Not more than a quarter of a mile farther along 
the road stood Bull's Tavern,* in later times known 
as Vile's Tavern. Nothing now remains of it but the 
cellar hole, and that is not so deep as once. The 
soldiers ransacked the house for food and drink, but 
left no recompense. A few rods more the road 
turns northeasterly around a bluff twenty feet high, 
perhaps. The struggle was renewed there furiously, 
for the British flankers could not manoeuvre to pro- 
tect the main column so well, and they suffered 
severely for half a mile or more toward Fiske Hill. 
Lieutenant Colonel Smith was wounded by a bullet 
passing through his leg.' Major Pitcaim's horse, 
becoming unmanageable through fright, threw him 

1 Tht Mfwd aad bullet were ioond bjr Kfr. Joha Laaiioa about tSpSt from 
wfaooi I obtained tbem. He was tbea at no«r owner of tbe farm. In remoi?int n 
boiHder from kit garden it was necetmrjr to Hg arowid it and on one tide to a 
de^ of abont foor feet. TWrc be feond tbe eifOfd and a Gttle of iti rwt-eatea 
•cabbard* quite Bkdjr m'tbe gttLrt bjr tbe tide of its wearer. Tbe bullet once 
round, now not balf tbat, bad ttruck tbe ledge nitbcr tban tbe American on its 
iummit» and fall bermhmly at tbe bate. 

* RcT. Mr. Potter caBed it Beniamia't TaTcm. 

I De Bemicre't Account. 
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to the ground and escaped into the American lines, 
where he was captured, together with equipments, 
including the Major's beautiful brace of pistols.^ 

Many British were wounded and many killed 
along this part of Battle Road. A little way from 
the blu£F, over the wall on the opposite side of the 
road and in a southerly direction, are graves of two. 
No memorial stone marks the exact spot, and even 
the mounds, too, have long since dissolved away.' 

The contending forces were now climbing Fiske 
Hill, about sixty feet higher than the blu£F.' The 
road at that time passed higher up than at present, 
and near the summit fighting was more severe 
again. One Briton at leact~frH-^Jiere and was buried 
in the little strip of ground between the old and new 
road. A heap of small stones once marked the spot, 
but they have disappeared ^ 

Down the easterly slope of Fiske Hill stood a 

1 The aceoatiemcnti wert ukai to Coooord aad later told by avctioa. Q^pt. 
Natluun Barrett booflit tlit pwtob, beandfol once, with daboratdr chated dhrcr 
BKNuitiBge, with Pitcaim't name engraTcd thereon. Captaia Barrett oflered 
them to General Wathiagtoo* who dcdiaed them, and then to General Pntnam* 
who carried them thttmili the war. Thef were bron^t to Le^ntton 00 Cea- 
tennial Day, April 19^ i87St lor ohibition by Rcr. S. L Prime, D.D^ on behalf of 
the owner, a widow of John P. Putnam of Cimbridir, N. Y^ who waa the grand- 
aon of General Putnam and to whom they dracrnded. Later Mra. Potnam !•▼• 
them to the town of Lexingt o n, and they are now on exhibition by the Le iiugt on 
Historical Society. (See Handboob of Lcsmgtoo, 1S91.) Rer. WiQiam Eomt- 
•on of Concord requested of the Third Provincial Congreta Jmie i, i^St dM 
Qie of a hone, probably Pitcalm'a, whidi they granted, tpeci^nng one captured 
from a Regular by Isaac KlttTedge of Tewksbory, Capt. Nathan Barrett, and 
Henry Plint of Concord, Mr. Em«ton to pay a reasonable price lor its keepint 
np to that time. 

* Sutement to me by the late Rer. Carlton A. Suplea. 

* U. S. Geological Sonrey, i8S6w 

* Statement of H. hi Honghton to the Rer. Carlton A. Suples, who so hi- 
formed me. hfr. Honghton Bvcd in that Tidnity during his boyhood and lor- 
nishcd a roughly sket^ed plaa to hir. Suples. 
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modest little farmhouse on the southerly side of the 
road. It was then the home of Benjamin Fiske. 
The entire family had fled, and the stragglers from 
the British colunms entered for pillage. One in his 
greed stayed too long. Brave James Hayward of 
Acton, willing to fight though exempt from military 
service because of a partially dismembered foot, met 
him at the door, laden with booty. The Briton 
recognized in Hayward an enemy, and raising his 
gun exclaimed, ''You are a dead man!" 

^^And flio are you," responded Hayward as he raised 
his gun also. Both fired — both fell, the Briton 
instantly lulled and Hayward mortally wounded, 
the ball piercing his powder horn and entering his 
side. He lived eight hours and was conscious to 
the last. Calling for his powder horn and bullet 
pouch he remarked that he started with one pound 
of powder and forty bullets. A very little powder 
and two or three balls were all that were left. 

''You see what I have been about," he exclaimed, 
calling attention to the slight remainder. "I am 
not sorry. I die willingly for my country."^ And 
so Concord and Lexington, too, reverently treasure 
the memory of brave Acton men, whose life blood 
stained the soil of each. 

Up the westerly slope of Concord Hill, in Lexing- 
ton, an elevation named after her sister town, 
marched the British. Their ranks were broken and 
disordered. Many had been wounded, many had 
been killed, and many had fallen exhausted by the 
wayside. It was then about half past I o'clock, and 

1 Jaokct Fletcbcr't Hktorj of Actoo, in Hurd't Hittorj of Middlctes Cooatr. 
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they had inarched rather more than twenty-three 
miles. At that time their ammunition began to 
give out, which added to their discomfiture. Their 
enemies seemed to be countless and everywhere. 
De Bemicre, the spy who was with them, has left 
a vivid word picture of how anxious they were get- 
ting to be. ''There could not be less than 5,000,'' 
he says in his account, ''so they kept the road always 
lined, and a very hot fire on us without intermis- 
sion. . . . We began to run rather than retreat in 
order.'' Lieutenant Colonel Smith says in his re- 
port that the firing on his troops, which began in 
Concord, "increased to a very great degree and 
continued without the intermission of five minutes, 
altogether for I believe upwards of eighteen miles." 

Such was the impression on the minds of Smith 
and his weary soldiers as they hurried along down 
Fiske Hill and up Concord Hill. If he entertained 
any idea of surrendering, though I have no evidence 
that he did, he must have realized the hopelessness 
of that, for no one seemed to be commanding the 
multitude before him, beside him, and behind him. 
They constituted a large circle of individuals, but 
made no attempt to stay his march or guide it in 
any way. They just followed along, seemingly in- 
tent only on hunting down the King's soldiers. 
Had some master mind been in charge of the patriot 
army. Smith's entire force could easily have been 
taken prisoners. But this was the first day of the 
war, and was only a contest between soldiers and 
citizens, and so Smith was allowed to march along. 

Near the foot of the westerly slope of Concord 
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ICll Stood the home of Thaddeus Reed.^ He was 
one of Captain Parker's company. After the Brit- 
ish passed along the Americans picked up three 
severely wounded soldiers and carried them into 
the housej^ where they all died. They were buried 
not far away, a few feet westerly of Wood Street, 
on the northerly side of a stone wall still standing, 
and but a few rods from Battle Road. Their 
graves are unmarked and almost unknown.* 

The British flankers were now so thoroughly 
rired out that they could hardly act in that capacity, 
and were of but little use as protectors of the main 
body. The severely wounded were abandoned to 
some extent. Many of the slightly wounded were 
carried along somehow, but they greatly impeded 
the march. Hopes of reinforcements were practi- 
cally abandoned.' 

And so they proceeded up the hill, the summit of 
which is fully forty feet higher than Fiske Hill, and 
at least eighty feet higher than Lexington Common,^ 
now in view less than a mile away. They must have 
been anxious to reach and pass that little field. 
Down the easterly slope of Concord Hill they almost 
ran in more or less confusion and intense excitement. 
The Americans were actively keeping up their firing, 
and so more Britons were killed and wounded, three 
of the latter so severely that they were abandoned 

I See Pottcr't NmiratiTe. 

* Tht ciact tpoc was pointed out to bm by dM late Rcr. Cvltott A Staples 
Sept. II, 1900b who rccehred hit taibrauitioqt aooompankd bjr a plan, from H. M. 

HOQDltOB* 

I IXarj of a Britiah Oflfeer m Bottoa hi i77St who was a membar of the 



* United States Geological Samy, 1898, 190a 
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by their fellow soldiers, fell into the hands of the 
Americans, and were taken into Buckman Tavern*^ 
One subsequently died and was buried with the 
British slain in the old cemetery near by. Their 
graves are unmarked.* 

The British did not stop to disperse any rebels 
on Lexington Common, for none were there to op- 
pose their retreat, but passed o£F the southeasterly 
end, as the Americans came promptly after them 
on the northwesterly comer. It was between 2 and 
3 o'clock when they reached the site of the present 
Lexington High School^ a trifle more than half a 
mile from the Common. There they met the 
long^wished for reinforcements, under Lord Percy, 
who opened his ranks and enclosed them in his pro- 
tecting care. Many sank immediately into the road 
where they halted, for their physical condition was 
pitiful in the extreme. One of the contemporary 
English historians, an officer in the British Army in 
America, has described them as lying prone on the 
ground, like dogs, with protruding tongues.' 

Percy then quickly wheeled about his two field 
pieces^ and opened fire up the road toward the 
Common, where he could see the Americans were 
gathered^ It was not fatal in its effect, but served 
to scatter them and do considerable damage to the 
meeting house, one ball passing through it. Col. 
Loammi Baldwin of Wobum was one who had been 

> Pottcr't Acoouat. E. P. BBm fhret tlit number •• two b Lei in tlica lib* 
forieal Societjr, Prooeedinfi, VoL I, p«(e 75. 

* E. P. Bibs 'm LesiastaB Hktorical Socaetj Prorrfidingt, VoL I, pace 75. 

I C Stedmaa. Hktorj of the Orifin, Procren» aod TemuiutioD of dM 
Amcricea War. Loadott, 1794. 

* Pferqr't Report to Goeral Gafe. 



Ill THE BATTLB OF APRIL 19^ I775. 

Standing in ri^t ci the British, but he soo^t shdter 
behind the sacred edifice niien he lealized the enemj 
had opened fiie with aitillery. When a baD passed 
thioogh the meeting house and came out near his 
head he retreated northwesterly to the meadow.^ 

Not manj ci the Americans had been killed thns 
far in the retreat ci the British thioo^ Lexington. 
We have spoken <rf James Ha]rward ci Acton, killed 
on the easterly side ci Fiske HUl, and must add the 
name <rf Deacon Josiah Hajmes ci Captain ^fizon's 
Sodbury company, who met his death somewhere 
along the road from Fiske Hill to Lexington Com- 
mon.* He was a venerable man, in his seventy- 
ninth year,' and had marched from his home down 
to Concord village, op throng Uncoln, and into 
Lexington. He was thorooghly in earnest in his 
work of driving the British back to Boston, and in 
an onguarded moment exposed himself to one of 
the King's soldiers. 

On the Lexington part of Battle Road many 
British were killed and many wounded. Among 
the latter were Lieutenant Hawkshaw, Lieutenant 
Cox, and Lieutenant Baker, all of the 5tfa Regiment; 
Ensign Baldwin and Lieutenant McCloud of the 
47th Regiment; and Captain Souter and Lieutenant 
Potter of the marines.^ I have previously men- 
tioned the wounding of the commander, Lieutenant 
Colonel Smith, on the westerly slope of Fiske Hill. 

*TbcdaflMfe todM mcetinf booaeby tlie cbbikmi baB oott tke town of Lcs- 
iofloo to rcptlr, £t, it. Rcr. C A. Suplct b Laaagtom HSttorical Socktjr. 
Pfoccodwutg Vol !» psfc si* 

I Hodtoa't Hjttorr of Sodbury. 
« DtBcnuoc 
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After the British had departed from Lexington 
immediate attention was given to the Lexington 
patriot dead who were slain on the Common in the 
early morning. From the field of battle they had 
been borne to the meeting house, and there a simple 
service was held over them, consisting of a prayer 
by Rev. Jonas Qarke; then they were carried to the 
little churchyard, where one broad grave received 
them all. It had been a day of terror in Lexington, 
and some fear was felt that the enemy might return 
and wreak yet further vengeance, even, upon the 
dead. So the grave was made in a remote part of 
the yard, near the woods, and the fresh mound of 
earth itself hidden beneath branches cut from the 
neighboring trees.^ And not forgotten threescore 
years later, their grateful fellow townsmen removed 
their remains to the field where they died, and 
erected a monument to their memory.' 

> "Pithcr tent Jonas down to Gnadfathcr Cook*! to tee who was killed and 
what their oonditioo was and* 10 th« afternoott. Father, Mother with me and th« 
Baby went to the Meetint Hoose^ there was die ei^t men that was killed, seren 
of them my Father's parishoners. one from WoIhuii« all in Boaws made of foor 
large Boards Nailed up and, after Pa had prayed, they were put mto two horse 
caru and took mto the grare yard where your Grandfather and some of the 
Neighbors had made a large trench, as near the Woods as possible and there wt 
foUowed the bodies of those ^il slmim, F^lktr, MoUur, I and the Baby, there I 
stood and there I saw them let down into the ground, it was a Ittde rainey but 
we waited to see them covered up with the Qods and then for fear the British 
should find them, my Father thought teme of the men had best Cut some pbe 
or oak bows and spread them on their place of burial so that it looked like a heap 
of Brush." 

I am indebted to the Lexbgton Hbtorkal Society, Proceedings, VoL IV, page 
9S, for the above extract from a letter written by Miss Elisabeth Clarke, dau^ter 
of Rer. Jonas Clarke. It is dated from Lexington, April 1% 1841, and written to 
her niece, Mrs. Lucy Ware Allen, wboee mother was Mary, another dan^ter of 
Rer. Mr. Oarke. The writer. Miss Elisabeth, was then in her seventy-eighth 
year. 

* But Asahd Porter, the Wobom member of Captain Parker's company, was 
buried in his own town. He had not been in action. See page 69^ 
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Earl Percy marches to reinporce Lieutbmaht 

Colonel Smith. 

As the command of Lieutenant Colonel Smith 
will now rest for a brief period, let us go back to 
Boston and start with Earl Percy, on his mission 
to reinforce the former, and consider his delays and 
difficulties, and why he got no farther than Lexing- 
ton. 

As we have seen, it was between 2 and 3 o'clock 
in the morning when Smith reached Arlington, and 
becoming alarmed at the increasing attention his 
soldiers were attracting — attention that seemed to 
him hostile — he despatched bkck to General Gage 
an urgent request for reinforcements. His mes- 
senger should easily have readied Gage within two 
hours, for to retrace the march was less than six 
miles by land with an additional half mile or little 
more by boat across the Charles River. Thus 
General Gage should have had Smith's message by 
5 o'clock. He acted promptly by ordering under 
arms the ist Brigade, consisting of eight companies 
of the 4th, 23d, and 47th Regiments, and to these 
were added two detachments of the Royal Marines 
to be under Maj. John Pitcaim. Two pieces of 
artillery, six-pounders, were also added to the force, 
and the whole placed under the command of Lord 
Percy, with the title, for the occasion, of acting 
brigadier general. His little army numbered about 
1,000 men. 

It was about 7 o'clock when the eight companies 
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assembled on Tremont Street, and the line extended 
from Scollay Square to the lower part of the Com- 
mon. There they waited for Pitcaim and his 
marines, nearly two hours. Finally it dawned upon 
the mind of General Gage that his orders to that 
worthy officer might still be lying on his desk un- 
opened, for he had been granted permission to 
accompany Lieutenant Colonel Smith as a volun- 
teer, and perhaps had gone. Such proved to be 
the case, and the two hours were lost. Then another 
commander for them was selected, and they were 
in line at 9 o'clock.^ Those two hours would have 
brought Percy's forces almost into Concord instead 
of into Lexington village, and would have made 
great di£Ference in the results of the day's fighting. 

Percy, mounted on a beautiful white horse, headed 
the column, and they proceeded over Boston Neck, 
through the present Washington Street, to Roxbury, 
up the hill to the meeting house, then to the right, 
where the old Parting Stone then stood, even as it 
does to-day. In Roxbury his soldiers excited the 
attention of a very young patriot, who laughed 
derisively as the musicians played *' Yankee Doodle.'' 
Lord Percy noticed him and asked the reason of his 
mirth. The boy responded: "To think how you 
will dance by-and-by to Chevy Chase." 

The British commander felt uncomfortable the 
rest of the day because of the suggestive and pro- 
phetic reply ' He continued into Brighton and to 

> Frothinghim't Hktonr of the Siege of Boetoo. 

* WtDiam Gordoo't Hietorr of the Rite. Progrete, and Eetabliahflient of th« 
Independence of the United Stotes of America. New York* 1794, VoL I, ptft 
SI*. 
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the westerly bank of the Charles River, opposite 
Harvard Square in Cambridge, his route being 
through Harvard Avenue, Franklin Square, Franklin 
Street, Boylston Street and over the Larz Anderson 
Bridge, these being the modem names of various 
parts of the old highway from Brookline village. 
Near Harvard Square the river was narrow and 
easily bridged, and over it was then the only way 
into Boston by road from the upper towns in Mid- 
dlesex County. 

The Americans, anticipating Percy's movements, 
had taken up the planks of the bridge, but did not 
continue the good work thoroughly, for they piled 
them handily on the Cambridge side. It was a 
simple matter for Percy's engineers to cross over on 
the stringers and relay enough of them for his 
soldiers to pass into Cambridge. Had the planks 
been farther removed Percy was prepared to replace 
them, for he had brought with him material for the 
purpose, and carpenters to do the work. He an- 
ticipated the partial destruction of the bridge, at 
least, and prepared his remedy accordingly, and 
must have been surprised at the point where the 
Americans concluded their labors. He carried his 
planks along about a mile and a half, and then sent 
them back, as they were only an encumbrance. He 
had no use for them on his return, for he had another 
plan, as we shall see later on.^ 

It was at the bridge that Percy marched ahead 
and left his wagon train of supplies to follow on as 

1 Rer. ItMC Mantfidd, Jr., chaplain of Gcaeral Tlioaut't re^moita itt • 
TlianlnpTiaff lemioa in camp at Roadracy Nor. ts, 1775. See Thorntoo't Pul- 
pit of the American Rerolatioo. page ts6b 



THB BATTLE OP APRIL I9, I775. II7 

soon as they could safely cross. The delay to 
them was considerable, and so the main army soon 
passed out of sight. 

The roundabout route the British had taken to 
reach Harvard Square was necessary, at that time, 
because, as we have stated, no bridge crossed the 
river lower down. Could he have crossed as we do 
to-day, the distance would have been but a little 
over three miles, whereas it was eight miles as he 
marched, or nearly two hours more time. He could 
not cross in boats as did Lieutenant Colonel Smith 
for two reasons, — first, his soldiers were too many, 
and secondly, the boats were even then moored on 
the Cambridge side awaiting Smith's return. 

When Percy reached Cambridge he was some- 
what puzzled to know just which way to start for 
Lexington. In his official report he declares the 
houses were all shut up and there was not a single 
inhabitant to give him any information about the 
force under Smith. He did find one man, Isaac 
Smith, a tutor in Harvard College, who directed 
him along the right highway. When his fellow 
citizens of Cambridge learned of this free intelligence 
a little later on, they were indignant, and Isaac 
Smith, feeling reproved, shortly afterwards left the 
country for awhile. It does not appear that he 
intended to aid and abet the enemy, but granted 
the little courtesy without thinking of its value. 
It was regretted that Percy was not sent down 
toward or into the marshes bordering Willis Creek, 
and so delayed an hour or more.^ 

> Edwtrd Ererett Hale m Memorial Hittorr of BoatOB. VoL 3, 
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The British marched rapidly on leaving Harvard 
Square and were soon quite a distance ahead of the 
baggage train, deeming it safe to leave it to follow 
under the guidance of a sergeant's guard of twelve 
men. It was no small task to get it safely over the 
dismantled bridge, and the delay there was con- 
siderable. Vigilant Americans watched the pro- 
ceedings and realized the opportunity to seize it. 
They hurried on to Arlington to formulate their 
plans for its capture. As Cambridge seemed to be 
generally deserted, the sergeant and his men evi- 
dently felt no uneasiness at their delay. In due 
time, however, they were on the march again, 
headed for Lexington.^ 

Not long after they passed the Charlestown road, 
the Beech Street of to-day. Dr. Joseph Wanren and 
his friend Dr. Thomas Welsh came into Cambridge. 
Wanren lived in Boston, and left his home that 
morning and crossed the ferry into Charlestown. 
There he met Welsh and many other citizens, and 
communicated to them the news he had received 
by special messenger from Lexington. It was then 
about 10 o'clock.' A little after, he and Dr. Welsh, 
on horseback, were on their way to Cambridge, 
where they arrived only to find the road ahead 
occupied by the baggage train. They endeavored 
to pass, but were not permitted to do so. The 
sergeant inquired of Dr. Warren if he knew where 
the British troops then were, but the doctor could 
only give a negative reply. There seemed to be quite 

* Wctt Cambridfe 00 tht Ntnctecnth of April, 1775; an addrew by Samgd 
Abbot Smith, BottOB, 1864, paft 27. 

• Fiorhinthain't Skga of BotioB. 
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a little uneasiness in the minds of the British, as they 
evidently feared they were too widely separated 
from the main body and might be captured.^ A 
guard of twelve men is not a large force to conduct 
a baggage train through a hostile country. Percy's 
first and moftt serious mistake had been committed. 
It was then noontime, or a little after. 

In the meantime about a dozen of the elderly 
men of Menotomy, exempts mostly, assembled 
near the center of the village and awaited the ar- 
rival of the baggage train. Among them were 
Jason Belknap, Joe Belknap, James Budge, Israel 
Mead, Ammi Cutter, and David Lamson, a half 
Indian. Some of them had served in the French 
War. Rev. Phillips Payson, A.M., of Chelsea was 
also present and took an active part.' They chose 
Lamson to be leader, and took a position behind a 
stone wall on the northerly side of the road nearly 
opposite the First Parish Meeting House. As the 
baggage train appeared nearly opposite, Lamson 
ordered his men to rest and aim at the horses, at 
the same time calling out to the sergeant to sur- 
render. He made no reply, and his driver whipped 
up the horses to escape. It was too late, for Ameri- 
can bullets easily stopped them, killed two British 
soldiers and wounded several others.* The soldiers 
then abandoned their charge and ran southerly 
along the westerly shore of Spy Pond, as far as 
Spring Valley, where they came upon an elderly 
lady of Menotomy, known as Mother Bathericke, 

» EdwAfd Everatt Hale in MmbotUI Hittory of Botton. VoL 3. 

• Broini't BtDMtli Old RooflVcct. 
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engaged in digging dandelions. They begged her 
assistance and protection; consequently she con- 
ducted them to the house of Capt. Ephraim Frost, 
where they were detained as prisoners,^ probably 
to their mental relief. They were thoughtful enough 
not to include their guns in the sunrender, for some 
were thrown into Spy Pond, and one was ruined by 
striking it heavily over a stone wall and bending it 
hopelessly out of shape. 

The captured wagons were drawn down into the 
hollow, still to be seen a little northeasterly of the 
present Arlington railroad station, where the con- 
tents were distributed freely to all comers. The 
remaining horses were driven o£F to Medford, and 
the bodies of the dead ones, in accordance with the 
suggestion of the Rev. Mr. Cook, who feared ex- 
citing the anger of the returning British, were 
dragged away to the field near Spring Valley, west- 
erly of Spy Pond, and there for many years their 
bones bleached in the sun.' 

All other marks of the contest were obliterated 
from the highway, that Percy might not trace what 
had happened to his baggage wagons and wreak 
vengeance upon the townspeople. 

General Percy' marched less than two miles 
beyond Arlington Centre, when he distinctly heard 
the firing in Lexington. He was not far from the 

1 Soiitb't AddrcM. Some of tht oppo ti tioo newtpaptrt m EagUnd wcrt 
4|aite menj and tomt qwte Mrcattk orer tkt mimader of six hittjr toldiert to 
one old women, end inqaifed, on that htMM ham many Britisli troope woold it 
take to conquer America^ 

• Smith's Addrcee. 

• He tSgned his oflkial report to General Gafe. ''Pttcf, Acting Brig. Gen.** 
80 that was his title for Aprfl Nineteenth. 
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boundary line between Arlington and Lexington, 
and the time was, as he has written, between i and 
2 o'clock.' At about that time he met Lieutenant 
Gould of the 4th or King's Own Regiment, who, as 
we have written, was wounded at the North Bridge 
and was then returning in a borrowed Concord 
chaise, drawn by a borrowed Concord horse. From 
him Percy learned the details of Lieutenant Colonel 
Smith's march, and of his present urgent need of 
assistance. He hurried along toward Lexington 
and Lieutenant Gould continued his retreat toward 
Boston, but was captured as he reached Arlington 
village. The exact spot was on the present Massa- 
chusetts Avenue, near Mill Street, and his captors 
were some of the old men who had destroyed the 
baggage wagons. Gould was first taken to Ammi 
Cutter's and then to Medford,' and his own depo- 
sition shows that he was kindly treated. 

At last, after a march of nearly sixteen miles,* 
Percy met the returning force under Lieutenant 
Colonel Smith, who had passed Lexington Common, 
the scene of his engagement in the morning, and 
was down the road toward Boston half a mile. The 
place of meeting was opposite the present Lexington 
High School, and the time between 2 and 3 o'clock. 
Percy being the ranking officer immediately took 
command of the united forces. It did not take him 
long to realize the terrible condition that Smith's 
troops were in, and to minister to their wants. As 

* See the roo^ or prefioiinerT dimft of hie report to Gige. 

* Smith's Addrete, paget Si> 3** 

* To be esect* for I here meatiired die route orer which he inarched, it was 
iSit milee. 
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they halted in the road his own ranks opened to 
receive them, and there they sank to the ground 
utterly exhausted. Such as could eat or drink 
were supplied from his own stores, while the wounded 
were taken still farther down the road, less than a 
quarter of a mile, to the Munroe Tavern, which he 
proceeded to establish as his headquarters and for 
use as a hospital. Near the place of meeting, coming 
in from the eastward, was then and is now the 
Wobum Road, the bordering walls of which shel- 
tered plenty of American Minute Men. Back a 
little to the southward rose the modest elevation 
now sometimes called Mt. Vernon. Americans 
were there also, for it was high enough for them to 
look down on the highway very nicely if permitted 
to do so. Percy's flankers, however, were directed 
to clear all surrounding locations of enemies to the 
King, and Mt. Vernon and the Wobum Road were 
soon under the British flag again, or nearly so. 
But occasionally from some obscure or neglected 
comer rose ^ puff of blue smoke, and then the wearer 
of that brilliant red uniform would tumble over in 
the road, wounded or dying or dead. Little bodies 
of Minute Men, unorganized always^ were seen 
dodging back and forth around the meeting house 
on the Common. Other little groups, and many 
singly, were noticed climbing over walls, emerging 
from and disappearing again behind clumps of 
bushes and trees and houses — hardly ever in sight 
long enough to shoot at. Percy, thinking to awe 
them, wheeled his two six-pounders into position 
and opened his first cannonade on the meeting house 
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on Lexington Common. It was likewise the first 
cannon fired in the American Revolution. No 
American was killed or even wounded, but the 
house of God in Lexington su£Feredy and it cost the 
town some money to repair it. The cannon ball 
crashing through the meeting house did have the 
effect to drive the Americans farther back, and 
probably out of musket range for awhile. 

Percy, having thus scattered his near-by enemies, 
then moved one of his six-pounders a few. rods down 
the road near the present Bloomfield Street, then up 
the little elevation to the southward, now called 
Mt. Vernon. The precise spot was probably about 
opposite the northerly end of the present Warren 
Street. He strongly supported it with a part of his 
brigade.^ This location was an excellent one for 
artillery, as it commanded the highway for fully a 
mile to Lenngton Common and beyond. As before, 
his gunner could find no American long enough in 
one place to aim at. So there were no fatalities. 

While Smith's soldiers were resting, some of those 
under Percy as reinforcements wandered about that 
part of the village bent on mischief and pillage not 
the kind usually indulged in by the average rowdy 
element of an army, but on a much larger and 
grander scale. Houses and outlying buildings were 
looted and burned. The first ones were owned by 
Deacon Joseph Loring, non-combatant, seventy- 
three years of age and were situated close by the 
meeting place of the two detachments, on the 

> III hk report he ttatet that he "drew op the Brigade 00 • Iwiskt.'* Oafy 
Mt. Vemoo wm cmS/ acceteible for sock • noTcmeat. See alto DooUttVt 
A View of the Sooth Part of Lexbstoa, for conilmatioa. 
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westerly side of the road. This group of buildings 
consisted of a mansion house, a bam seventy-five feet 
long, and a com house. All were completely de* 
stroyed, together with such of their contents as could 
not be carried away. About two hundred rods of 
Loring's stone walls were also pushed over, empha- 
sizing strongly the feeling of hostility existing among 
the British soldiers for their American cousins. His 
loss was £720.^ This wanton and needless destruc- 
tion of property must have been by the express com- 
mand of Percy, for he was but a few rods away. 

On the easterly side of the road, nearly opposite 
the Loring house, standing on the site of the present 
Russell House, was the home of Matthew Mead. 
That, too, was within a few rods of where Percy sat 
on his white horse, but it was ransacked by his 
soldiers, and Mead's loss was £ioi.' 

Another plundered Lexington home in that 
neighborhood belonged to Benjamin Merriam, one 
of Parker's company, and of course absent. His 
house was not bumed, but damaged to the extent 
of £6. His loss of personal property amounted to 
£217, 4s.' The building is still in existence, but 
has been moved easterly into Wobum Street across 
the railroad tracks. Its original location was on 
the westerly side of Massachusetts Avenue, a few 
rods north of Winthrop Road, and easily within 
sight of the British commander. Lord Percy. 

And let us not forget that from that time on 
Percy was in supreme command of the united 
British forces, amounting to nearly i,8oo men. 

1 Joonult of Eack FtorincUl CoaifctB of Maaaftdmsettt ia i77Sf pafe 686b 
* Jonnult of Each ProrbcUl CongreM of MaatftduiMttt m iTTSt P*fe 688. 
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His I088 in killed and wounded was surprisingly small 
considering the number of Americans in pursuit. 
To him belongs the blame for the burned homes of 
inoflFensive non-combatants; for the killing of such 
helpless old men as Raymond; for the summary 
removal of' Hannah Adams and her infant from 
child-bed; for the killing of feeble-minded William 
Marcy; for the killing of fourteen-year-old Edward 
Barber. His entire march back to Charlestown was 
thickly dotted with just such incidents, unrelieved 
by any conspicuous merciful action or by any deed 
of bravery. In some respects it was a skilful retreat, 
and in more respects it was a brutal one too. Hap- 
pily for the American patriots in succeeding con- 
tests no other British commander seemed inspired 
by such revengeful instincts. Happily for the 
British historian he has no other such brutal events 
to apologize or blush for. Percy occupies his one 
page in history, uniquely, at least. 

His services in Ainerica terminated soon thereafter 
at his own request, for some reason which we know 
not of. Possibly he was satisfied with the fame, such 
as it was, which he had won on that glorious day.^ 

1 A nuloritjr of the.TOCcn of Lesdnttoo b tofim meednf HMmblad hare rt- 
named a near4>7 ttreet "Ptecj Road*'* b oommtnwrataoa of his ritit on tlwt 
Nineteenth of ApriL Almott aaj other feemaa'e naoM woald have bcett better* 
if it it thut necetsary to aiark a groirbt feeliat of rcapect and kindliBcea between 
two natioM of kindred blood. Itt older name was Ml Venoo Street 

Lexingtoo hat many ttreet namet h memorj of that battle da7» toch ai Adaaa, 
Qarke, Hancock^ linatj. Rarer*. Percy Road etartt Iron near the old Mm* 
roe Tavern. What better name oonid there be for thie thoionghitre than Kf on* 
roe Aveniie, in memory of SergL William Monroe, or of hit grandtoo, Jamet S. 
Monroe, who hat genenmtly b«|neathed the Tavern to be forever open for pub- 
lic intpectkmf The Lexbfton Hittorkal Society now hat pottettion of it for 
that pnrpote, and they have placed therein a great namber of interttdnff and 
valvable hittorical 



126 THE BATTLE OP APRIL I9, 1775* 

The next Lexington home to be destroyed by the 
incendiary belonged to the Widow Lydia MuUiken 
and her son. It stood not far from Loring^s, on the 
main road to Boston, nearly opposite the present 
Munroe School. The clock shop connected with 
the same estate was also burned. As in the pre- 
vious cases such personal eflFects as were desired by 
the soldiers were first removed and subsequently 
carried away. The works of a valuable musical 
clock were found in the knapsack of a wounded 
Briton when he was subsequently captured.^ The 
Mulliken loss was £431.' 

John Mulliken, cabinet maker, son of the widow, 
and living in Concord, joined in the pursuit and 
came as far as Lexington. There he saw his mother's 
house in flames, which affected him so deeply that 
he could proceed no farther.' 

A modest little home and shop belonging to 
Joshua Bond, standing northwesterly from Munroe 
Tavern, and very near the present beginning of 
'^ Percy Road,** so called, were first looted and then 
burned. EGs loss was £189, i6s., yd. 

The greater part of these happenings were within 
that first half hour after Percy took command of 
the united British forces, and before he began his 
retreat. This energetic destroyer of American homes 
had selected Munroe Tavern as his temporary head- 
quarters, and ordered his wounded conveyed there 
also. While their wounds were being dressed, his 

. * LndDttoii HUtorinl Sodetjr, Proceediattk VoL HI, p«t* 1SS> 
• 8m DooKttle't A View of the Sooth Part of LcziiittMi. for an idea of theat 
boraioc Lezuistos hoi Bca « 

I LnbttoA Hiatorkal Sodetjr, Pkoceedinta» VoL III, page 13s* 
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men demanded such refreshments as the place could 
provide, and, unlike Smith's subordinates in Con- 
cord, were not considerate enough to pay for them. 
So Landlord William Munroe's loss was £203, lis., 
9d., of which £90 was in the ''retail shop,'' pre- 
sumably of a liquid nature. As he was orderly 
sergeant in Captain Parker's company, he was 
naturally absent on duty, and left a lame man, John 
Raymond, in charge, who waited upon the unbidden 
guests because he was compelled to. His last serv- 
ice was to mix a glass of punch for one of the Red 
Coats, after which he essayed to escape through the 
garden. He was not alert enough, for two soldiers 
fired, and one of their bullets readily overtook him 
as he hobbled away.^ Thus one more was added 
to the list of American dead, one of the easiest 
victims, of course, for he was simply an unarmed 
cripple. This probably happened at the rear of the 
Tavern. 

A few rods from the Tavern, down the road 
toward Boston, were two more Lexington homes 
on opposite sides of the street and quite near to 
each other. They are still standing (1921). In the 
one on the westerly side lived Samuel Sanderson, a 
member of Captain Parker's company. He was 
not at home, so they killed his cow instead, not for 
food, but for the pure pleasure of killing something. 
Evidently Landlord Munroe's liquor was having 
some e£Fect, if not in making men braver, then in 
making them more brutal. Sanderson did not 

^ A careiuUy written newtpapct clippiiif» cridcaajr fron a BoMon pcnodicMt 
dated April 19^ iSsS, p f ow vcd k « acrapbook oace bdnmiit to the ThomM 
Waternuui ooUectioa of Amcricaa Hktonr. 
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report the amount of his loss to the Legislature. 
On the easterly side of the road lived John Nfason 
and family. All were absent so the soldiers per- 
mitted themselves to cany away property to the 
value of £14, 13s. 4d.^ 

Many other homes in Lexington were ransacked, 
mostly during Peny's halt. The total loss, as 
reported to the Legislature in 1783, amounted to 
£1,761, IS., 5d. Undoubtedly many minor losses 
were not reported at all. 

While these events were happening, the American 
Minute Men were not idle. From Mt. Vernon to 
the westward, and from the Munroe meadows to 
the eastward, came many leaden messengers, some 
of them e£Fective. Among the British officers 
wounded, and probably most of them during the 
halt, were Lieutenant Hawkshaw, Lieutenant Coz, 
and Lieutenant Baker of the 5th; Ensign Baldwin 
and Lieutenant McQoud of the 47th; and Captain 
Souter and Lieutenant Potter of the marines. 
Many privates were killed and wounded.' 

Shortly after the meeting of Percy and Smith, 
Gen. William Heath of Rozbury arrived in Lexing- 
ton and endeavored to eflFect the organization of the 
American forces into the semblance of an army. 
Dr. Joseph Warren arrived on the scene at the same 
time. Heath's eflForts were hardly successful, as the 
patriots chose to fight as they had from the be- 
ginning, — singly and self-commanded. It appears 
that Heath had first gone to Cambridge to meet 

1 Joonub of Each PlrariiicMl CoafKM of MMMtdratttts k 177S- 
• De Bcrakrc't Report. 
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the Committee of Safety, and from there intended 
to go to Lexington, but fearing the British were in 
possession of the road in that direction had taken 
one across to Watertown. Finding there some of 
the militia of the town awaiting orders, he directed 
them to Cambridge to take up the planks of the 
Boston bridge, barricade its southerly end and dis- 
pute the passage of the retreating British on their 
way home to Boston. Then he proceeded to Lex- 
ington, and upon his arrival there was generally 
recognized as the commanding officer of the Ameri- 
can forces. He found the people there aroused to 
great excitement, caused by the bombardment of 
the meeting house and the burning of so many 
homes.^ 

It must have been half past 3, or perhaps nearly 
4 o'clock, when Percy gave the order to march. He 
realized the distance to Boston and the dangers 
along the way. **As it now began to grow pretty 
late,'' he says in his official report, *Und we had 15 
miles' to retire, and only our 36 rounds, I ordered 
the Grenadiers and Light Infantry to move off 
first,' and covered them with my Brigade, sending 
out very strong flanking parties." 

The imposing display and the vigilant flankers 
h^d the desired effect of keeping the Americans at 
a comparatively safe distance, and so Percy and his 
little army marched down through East Lexington 
in safety. 

1 Hcath't Mcmoirt. p«t* lOi* 

* Thai h* had in mind to retora bjr way of Roiibiif7» a loiifcr march than to 
Charlettoirik 

i Da Barnkn aayt tha Light Inhatry waa in fnau than tha Onaadkn* 
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The looting section picked up considerable plun^ 
der from the abandoned homes along the way, evi- 
dently without protest from the commander. The 
march was a slow one, for Smith's weary and wounded 
soldiers had to be considered. Many of them were 
on the verge of collapse, and quite a few dropped 
out of the ranks for good. De Bemicre in his ac* 
count places the *' missing'' at 26. One of those, a 
German, was discovered by the roadside in East 
Lexington soon after Percy had passed out of sight. 
He was well treated by the Americans, and made 
his home among them for many years.^ 

The Americans killed in Lexington during the 
afternoon were Jedediah Munroe and John Ray- 
mond. The British loss was much greater, for the 
Americans were being reinforced constantly by 
Minute Men from the remote towns. Three com- 
panies from Newton entered the battle at Lexington, 
under the command, respectively, of Capt., Lieuten- 
ant John Marean, 37 men; Capt. Amariah Fuller, 
105 men; and Capt. Jeremiah Wiswell, 76 men. 
Together these numbered 218 men, making the 
total enrolment of the Americans in pursuit of 
Percy as he passed out of Lexington, 1,954 men. 

Percy's Retreat through Arungton. 

It was not far from half past 4 when the British 
crossed the Lexington line and entered into Arling- 
ton. Their retreating march in Lexington meas. 

1 Told to me by the Teocnible Ctieriet Browa, Krint ia 1911 ia East Lexiaf* 
tott. Hk grandfather. Cape Edmirnd Munroe, was an acthre partkvaat n the 
ercnta of April 19^ 
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ured about two and one-quarter miles. Along the 
road they had striven to kill in honorable battle. 
They had succeeded but slightly, and paid an un^ 
usual price with a much larger number of their own 
dead and wounded. Percy's aim seemed to have 
been to terrorize his opponents at whatever cost. 
The life of Raymond was not taken in battle, nor 
can rapine and incendiarism add glory to Percy's 
military renown. Lexington's highway to Arlington 
ran between pillaged and burning homes, and his 
soldiers staggered along under heavy burdens of 
property stolen from those whose King was his 
King. Concord and Lincoln, fortunately, have none 
of Percy's deeds related in their chronicles, but Lex- 
ington and Arlington and Cambridge and Somerville 
have good reason to remember his terrible conception 
of warfare. 

Gen. William Heath, as the commanding officer 
of the Americans, endeavored to organize his forces 
into something like an army. He did not greatly 
succeed, but re-formed some of the forces that had 
been scattered by Percy's cannonade directed 
toward the meeting house on Lexington Common.^ 

Descending the high lands in the upper part of 
Arlington by the road now known as Appletdn 
Street, which skirts along near the base of Arlington 
Heights and drops to the ''Foot of the Rocks," the 
Americans pressed in greater numbers and greater 
courage on Percy's rear guard. The bravery of 
individuals at this point became conspicuous and 
often foolishly hazardous. Percy, in his report, 

>Hettli't 
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speaks of some concealed in houses by the wayside, 
who would emerge therefrom and approach within 
ten yards to fire at him and his officers, though sure 
of a fatal fire in return. He seemed surprised at 
their enthusiasm, as he called it, evidently forget- 
ting how much he had excited their anger. It is 
almost beyond belief that he could have escaped 
through such a gauntlet, mounted as he was, on 
that beautiful white horse, a conspicuous mark from 
the hillsides along the way. But he did, for such is 
occasionally the fortune of war. 

The forces of the Americans were greatly aug- 
mented during the pursuit through Arlington. 
Minute Men from the near-by Middlesex towns, and 
from Essex and Norfolk counties, arrived at that 
time and disposed themselves along a line parallel 
to the highway, as their individual fancies dictated, 
and independent of any commander-in-chief. They 
were posted along the hillside to the south, behind 
the walls, and even within buildings adjacent to the 
road, singly and in squads, and among them were 
many unerring marksmen, who added greatly to the 
British loss in killed and wounded. Percy would 
have been dismayed had he known the number of 
reinforcements he must then contend with, but 
they were not paraded for his inspection. His own 
army at the highest had not numbered over i,8oo 
men, but now considerably depleted by his losses 
along the way, it is doubtful if it would equal i,6oo 
really effective soldiers. 

The Americans entering the contest at Arlington 
were from Brookline, Capt. Thomas White and 95 
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men, and possibly two other companies under Col. 
Tlios. Aspinwall and Maj. Isaac Gardner, number o( 
men unknown;^ Watertown, Capt. Samuel Barnard, 
134 men; Medford, Capt. Isaac Hall, 59 men; 
Maiden, Capt. Benjamin Blaney, 75 men; Rozbury, 
Capt. Lemuel Child, 35 men, Capt. William Draper, 
50 men, Capt. Moses Whiting, 55 men; Dedham, 
Capt. Eben Battle, 66 men, Capt. Wm. BuUard, 59 
men, Capt. Daniel Draper, 24 men, Capt. ^Uiam 
Ellis, 31 men, Capt. David Fairbanks, 14 men, 
Capt. Aaron Fuller, 67 men, Capt. George Gould, 
17 men, Capt. Joseph Guild, 59 men; Needham, 
Capt. Aaron Smith, 70 men, Capt. Robert Smith, 
75 men, Capt. Caleb Kingsbery, 40 men; Lynn, 
Capt. Nathaniel Bancroft, 38 men, Capt. William 
Farrington, 52 men, Capt. Rufus Mansfield, 46 
men, Capt. Ezra Newhall, 49 men, Capt. David 
Parker, 63 men; Beverly, Capt. Caleb Dodge, 32 
men, Capt. Larkin Thorndike, 48 men, Lieut. Peter 
Shaw, 42 men; Dan vers, Capt. Samuel Epes, 82 
men, Capt. Samuel Flint, 45 men, Capt* Israel 
Hutchinson, 53 men, Capt. Caleb Lowe, 23 men, 
Capt. Jeremiah Page, 39 men, Capt. Asa Prince, 37 
men, Capt. Edm. Putnam, 17 men, Capt. John Put- 
nam, 35 men; Menotomy, Capt. Benjamin Locke, 
53 men. Undoubtedly some of Locke's men were 
engaged earlier in the day, particularly those who 
lived in Arlington, for 26 of them assembled on the 
Common at daybreak, and must have gone up to 
Lexington, at least. Of the other members, 11 

> Boltoo't Brookline. Wliiu^t was the oolf comp«aj to ftk cUim lor pay. 
bovcTW* See Mt wtrliinc tti State Afdurca* 
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were from Charlestown, 7 from Boston, 3 from 
Stonehamy 2 from Lezingtoiiy i from Newton, and i 
whose residence is unknown. Together these rein- 
forcements at Arlington numbered I9779 men. 

Under the combined e£Forts of General Heath 
and Dr. Warren the Minute Men were encouraged 
to rally and draw nearer the rear guard of Percy's 
column, to harass and destroy them. The two 
British field pieces were often turned on the Ameri- 
cans, but were too cumbersome for e£Fective use 
against the elusive Minute Men. The cannon balls 
went tearing up the road, smashing trees and shrubs, 
toppling over stone walls, pushing jagged holes 
through buildings., striking terror into the hearts of 
women and children and presumably many of the 
men, who were unused to war. 

This renewal of activities commenced in Arlington 
where the road comes in from Lexington and skirts 
along the northerly base of Peirce's Hill, now called 
Arlington Heights. The descent from there to the 
plain is by a steep grade, and the lower end of that 
part of the highway was then, and is now, known 
as ^^Foot of the Rocks.'' This skirting, curved 
road around Peirce's Hill still exists. Its easterly 
end is now called Appleton Street, and its westerly 
end, Paul Revere Road. Since that time a straighter 
road with gentler grade has been made to connect 
the two ends of that part of Battle Road, and forms 
a part of the new Massachusetts Avenue from Boston 
to the Concord line. 

It was at the "Foot of the Rocks" that Dr. War- 
ren, brave even to recklessness, exposed himself to 
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some vigilant British marksman, who could not fail 
to notice his enthusiasm and influence. The bullet 
came dangerously near the Doctor's head, so near, 
in fact, as to strike a pin from his earlock.^ Here, 
also. Dr. Downer of Rozbury engaged in single 
combat with a British soldier, whom he slew with 
a bayonet thrust.^ 

Toward the summit of Peirce's Hill was the Rob- 
bins home. The family had fled. Percy's flank 
guard ransacked the house, built a fire on the kitchen 
floor, which burned o£F a line full of wet clothes 
hanging over it, letting them fall into the flames 
which were thereby extinguished.' 

Down this road a little farther stood the Tufts 
Tavern, once occupied by Mr. Cutler, the rich 
farmer and butcher, but at that time by John Tufts, 
previously of Medford, whose wife was Rebecca, a 
daughter of Mr. Cutler. It will be recalled that 
Tufts had been aroused in the early morning by the 
British, and when they returned the family had 
fled. Soldiers broke into the upper end of it, loaded 
themselves with such plunder as they could carry 
away, and maliciously destroyed some that they 
were obliged to leave behind. One thrust his bayo- 
net through the best mirror, the frame of which was 
long preserved,' while others, thinking to serve their 
King, opened the taps of the casks containing mo- 
lasses and spirits, allowing them to escape. Then 

» Hetth't Memoirt. 

• Mn. I^M Petroe't tutemcat ia Smith'i AddrcM, page 33. 

• Mn. Almirt T. Whittemore m Parker't ArUnfton, pjkfe 194. Tbe uvtni it 
•tin tundiiis^ or part of it, numbered 96s MMMchoeettt Avenue, oppoeite Mt. 
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they set fire to the building, and left in haste to 
rejoin their retreating companions. A faithful col^ 
ored slave of Mr. Cutler's, watching from a distance, 
entered soon after their departure and extinguished 
the fire. 

Richer plunder awaited the looters at the home of 
Joseph Adams, a venerable deacon of the Second 
Precinct Church. He had remained at home with 
his family until Percy's troops came into sight up 
the road. Then fearing that his outspoken views, 
strongly antagonistic to the British ministry,- might 
subject him to abuse by Percy and his soldiers, he 
determined to make his way across the fields to the 
Rev. Mr. Cook's bam. He was seen, and a volley 
of bullets followed, but he reached the bam and 
hid in the hay. Some of the soldiers followed, even 
Into the bam, and pierced the hay with their bayo- 
nets, but he was not ezactlf there. Some of them 
burst open the door of his home, and three broke 
into the chamber where lay his wife and their infant 
child, but a few days old. The mother was too ill to 
even arise. One of the soldiers opened the bed cur- 
tains, and with fixed bayonet pointing to her breast 
seemed about to slay her. She begged him not to 
kill her, but he only angrily replied, ''Damn you!" 

Another soldier, with a more humane heart, inter- 
ceded, and said, ''We will not kill the woman if she 
will go out of the house, but we will surely bum it." 

Inspired by the threat, Mrs. Adams then arose, 
drew a blanket about herself and little infant,' and 
painfully made her way to the com house close by. 

* This Itttl« child liTcd Into womanhood and became the wife of Janice HID. 
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It wa8 the first journey since her illness, as far as 
her chamber door even. Other children were left 
within the house, as she was too weak to be of any 
assistance to them. They had hidden under a bed, 
but curiosity getting the better of Joel, aged nine 
years, the little folks were all discovered, but not 
harmed. They saw the sheets stripped from the 
beds and household valuables dumped into them, 
even including the works of an old clock, an heir- 
loom in the family. Most valuable of all the booty 
was the silver tankard belonging to the communion 
service given to the church in 1769, by Jonathan 
Butterfield. It was subsequently pawned by the 
thief to a Boston silversmith, Austin by name, who 
read the engraved inscription thereon and notified 
Deacon Adams. After the evacuation of Boston by 
the British the two deacons redeemed the tankard 
at their own expense, and returned it to the church, 
where it is still in use. 

The soldiers of Lord Percy then emptied a basket 
of chips on the floor, set them on fire with a brand 
from the hearth, and went on their way. The 
Adams children put out the blaze with a quantity 
of home-brewed beer, but not until the floor was 
badly burned, the ceiling smoked, and a quantity of 
pewter plates on the dresser melted.^ 

A litde farther along, on the westerly side of the 
road, lived Jason Russell, aged fifty-eight years.* 

.^ Mn. AdaoM't depoM^OB and Smhh't Addrcta, wherdn be qootn Mn. Thot. 
Hall, tnmdd«Mgiit«r of Mn. Adaow, Rer. Mr. Broam't Sennoa on Jamca IfiUt 
and 8. G. Damoo't artida » TIm Cbriatiaa Rcfittcr, Oct. s8» 1854. 

* Boni Jan. %$, 1717. Paigc^t Hiatorjr oi CMohndgo, TIm old ir a ya a ton e 
b the eeoictcfy at Ariiattoa calla him thf-wSam jreart old. 
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Somewhat helpless because lame, he had started 
with his family at noontime for refuge at George 
Prentiss's on the hilL After going a little way he 
felt impelled to return and look after the safety of 
his home. He barricaded his gate with bundles of 
shingles and from behind them took his position to 
fire upon the enemy as they should come along and 
pass by in the road a rod away. Rather a feeble 
fortress from any military standpoint, and one that 
proved to be a death trap for its builder. Northerly 
across the road and across the brook lived Ammi 
Cutter, a kindly neighbor, who came and pleaded 
with Russell to abandon his dooryard for a place of 
greater safety. Russell replied that ''An English- 
man's house is his castle.'' Cutter remained by his 
side until the advancing British were seen up the 
road, and then started on the run across the road, 
over the wall and through the fields toward his 
home. Reaching the old mill yard, and still run- 
ning, he stumbled and fell between two logs, and 
the enemy's bullets scattered bark over him as he 
lay. They thought him dead because he fell as 
they fired, and so they left him. But he was en- 
tirely uninjured. 

• Back of the Russell House in a southerly direc- 
tion the land slopes gently upward for a little way, 
and then rises to a considerable height. Near the 
foot of this hill a goodly number of Americans were 
posted, among them the men from Danvers. Ap- 
proaching along the slope of the hill, and parallel to 
the highway, was a strong British flanking party 
driving all before it. The Americans at that point 
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were too few to openly resist, so retreated and en- 
tered the Russell House. Down the road came the 
main body under Percy, who, perceiving the Minute 
Men, advanced and opened fire. Russell being 
lame, was the last to reach the doorway, where two 
bullets felled him. The soldiers rushed in and 
pierced him, as he lay, with eleven bayonet thrusts. 
Then they entered the house, and within that little 
home enacted the bloodiest tragedy of the day. 
Here the seven men from Danvers were killed. 
The other Americans retreated to the cellar, and 
from the foot of the stairs threatened death to any 
Briton who should come down. One attempted to, 
and died on the way. Another died in the struggle 
overhead. Then the house was plundered in ac- 
cordance with Percy's method of warfare. 

After the British had passed, the Americans 
gathered at the home of Jason Russell. The dead 
from the yard and within the house were laid, side 
by side, in the little south room. There were twelve 
of them, and the blood from their wounds mingled 
in one common pool upon the floor.^ 

The highway from Jason Russell's house to the 
center of Arlington village proved to be the bloodiest 
half mile of all the Battle Road. Within this little 
stretch were killed twenty or more Americans, and 
as many or more Britons. And here, on the north- 
erly side of the road, not far from where the British 
convoy was captured in the forenoon, stood another 
Adams home. It was punctured with bullets, and 
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it was Stained with blood, for the dead and dying 
and wounded were carried there after the combat- 
ants had passed on.^ 

One of the most unequal duels of any war was 
fought near here, between the venerable Samuel 
Whittemore, aged eighty years, and a number of 
British soldiers, acting as a flanking party, on the 
easterly side of the road. 

Whittemore lived with a son and grandchildren 
near Menotomy River, and had been aroused early 
in the morning by the passing of Smith's forces on 
their way to Concord. Mrs. Whittemore then 
commenced her preparations for flight to another 
son's house, near Mystic River, toward Medford. 
She supposed that her husband intended to accom- 
pany her, but was suiprised to find him engaged in 
the warlike occupation of oiling his musket and 
pistols and sharpening his sword. In his younger 
days he had been an officer in the militia. She 
urged him to accompany her and the children. He 
refused, with the excuse that he was going ''up town," 
as he expressed it. He did so, arriving there before 
the British had returned. When they reached the 
neighborhood of the present railroad crossing they 
halted, some of them opposite Mystic Street. Whit- 
temore had posted himself behind a stone wall, down 
Mystic Street about four hundred and fifty feet, 
near the comer of the present Chestnut Street. 
The distance seemed an easy range for him, and he 

> It ttood CMtcrIf ol the old Toim WL Whea tiM raOrmd w«at throagh. 
part ol the honte bfecked the my and therdbie the whole hed to be demolfahed. 
The trend old dm that shaded the yard waa dcttrojred ia a gth, and a niaQer 
one noir tahct itt placet 
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opened fire, killing the soldier he aimed at. They 
mu8t have discovered his hiding place- from the 
smoke»pu£F, and hastened to close in on him. \^th 
one pistol he killed the second Briton, and with his 
other fatally wounded a third one. In the mean- 
time the ever vigilant flank guard were attracted 
to the contest, and a ball from one of their muskets 
struck his head and rendered him unconscious. 
They rushed to the spot, and clubbed him with 
their muskets and pierced him with their bayonets 
until they felt sure that he was dead. Soon after 
they left him he was found by the Americans, and.as 
he seemed to still live they bore him to the Cooper 
Tavern. Dr. Tufts of Medford was summoned, but 
declared it useless to dress so many wounds, as the 
aged man could not possibly survive. However, 
he was persuaded to try, and Whittemore lived 
eighteen more years, dying in 1793 at the age of 
ninety-eight. When he was recovering, his wife 
could not forbear asking him if he did not regret 
he had not remained with the rest of the family 
from the first. But the old hero, still suffering 
from his many wounds, replied, *'No! I would run 
the same chance again.''^ 

Four hundred feet farther along, at the comer of 
the Medford road, now Medford Street, stood the 
Cooper Tavern, Benjamin Cooper, landlord. He 
and his wife Rachel were mixing flip at the bar. 
Two of their guests, and possibly those two were 
all at the time, were Jason Winship, about forty-five 
years old, and his brother-in-law, Jabex Wyman, in 

1 Sutcmcat ol F. H. WhStteaon. Smith's Addran, pagM 43* 44> 
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his fortieth year.^ Evidently they were non-com- 
batantB, and as such expected to remain unmolested. 
But the soldiers were lashed to a fury by the recep- 
tion they had met along the road, particularly that 
of the last half mile. So many houses along the 
way had concealed. Minute Men that about all were 
freely riddled with bullets, then ransacked, ■ and 
then set on fire. Cooper Tayem was not considered 
by them as a privileged exception. More than a 
hundred bullets were fired into it through the doors 
and windows. Then the soldiers entered for their 
finishing strokes. Mr. and Mrs. Cooper escaped to 
the cellar, but Wyman and Winship, both unarmed, 
were stabbed in many places, their heads mauled 
until their skulls were broken and brains scattered 
about on. the floor and walls.* 

The death of these two unarmed men formed the 
climax of Arlington's part of the battle, for Percy's 
troops passed through the rest of the town and 
crossed Menotomy River into Cambridge without 
farther bloody incident. 

The Americans who were killed in Arlington 
were Jason Russell, Jason Winship, and Jabez 
Wyman of Arlington; Reuben Kennison of Bev- 
erly; Samuel Cook, Benjamin Daland, Ebenezer 
Goldthwait, Henry Jacobs, Perley Putnam, George 
Southwick, and Jotham Webb of Danvers; Elias 
Haven of Dedham; William Flint, Thomas Hadley, 
Abednego Ramsdell, and Daniel Townsend of 
Lynn; William Polly and Henry Putnam of Med- 
ford; Lieut. John Bacon, Nathaniel Chamberlain, 

> Onttcf't ArUattOB ami Paifi^t Cunbridgt. 
I DHMMitkia ei RAcfcal Cdoock. 
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Amos Mills, Sergt. Elisha Kfills, and Jonathan 
Parker of Needham; Benjamin Peirce of Salem; and 
Jacob Coolidge of Watertown. These numbered 
twenty-five, and constituted half of all the Americans 
killed during the day. 

The wounded in Arlington were Samuel Whitte- 
more of Arlington; Nathaniel Qeaves, Samuel 
Woodbury, and )^lliam Dodge, 3d, of Beverly; 
Nathan Putnam and Dennison Wallace of Danvers; 
Israel Everett of Dedham; Eleazer Elingsbury, and 
a son of Dr. Tolman, of Needham. They num- 
bered nine out of the thirty-nine Americans wounded 
during the day. 

The British killed in Arlington were at least forty, 
more than half of all their loss during the day. 

The patriot dead of old Menotomy and her sister 
towns were gathered, and twelve of them placed on 
a sled and drawn by a yoke of oxen to the little 
village churchyard. There they were laid away in 
one large grave, side by side, in the same bloody 
garments they wore when they fell. One monu- 
ment marks the place. In the meeting house close 
by friends and relatives met on the following Sab- 
bath, and we are told that among them were Anna, 
infant granddaughter of Jason Russell, bom on the 
day of the battle, and the little son of Jason Winship, 
who was brought to the altar for baptism. It must 
have been a sacred and patriotic consecration for all.^ 
Some of the other slain from distant towns were 
borne by their comrades back to their own homes.* 

In Arlington, then, as the casualties show, the 

1 Snhh't Addmt, pag* sa. 
• KioiTt Addrett, pag* 14. 
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battle reached ita climax. The savage ferocity of 
the personal encounters show to what a maddening 
frenzy the King's troops had been wrought. As in 
Lexington, Percy attempted the wholesale destruc- 
tion of the American homes by the torch, but so 
closely had he been followed by the ever-increasing 
Minute Men that his efforts were futile. His 
soldiers had the time to start the fires, but not the 
time to fan them into conflagrations, and thus old 
Menotomy escaped the fate of Lexington. 

Percy continued his march through the town of 
Arlington, crossing Menotomy River into Cambridge 
between 5 and 6 o'clock. The Minute Men hovered 
dangerously near his rear guard, so that he paused 
often long enough to wheel his two six-pounders 
about and prevent them from coming too near. 
They were entirely without fatal effect, but inspired 
at all times a wholesome respect, and kept the 
Americans farther away. 

Percy's Retreat through Cambridge. 

Occasionally the contest narrowed down to per- 
sonal encounters between two or more. It was near 
the Menotomy River, on the Cambridge side, that 
Lieutenant Bowman of Arlington overtook a strag- 
gler from the British ranks and engaged him in 
single combat. Both had guns, but neither one was 
loaded. The Briton rushed at Bowman with fixed 
bayonet, but the latter warded it off, and with his 
musket clubbed his antagonist to the ground. Then 
he took him prisoner.^ 

> I>r. B. Cbttcr't Sutemoit in Smtth't Addrett, pag* 47. 
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Cambridge was the home of Capt. Samuel 
Thatcher's company of 77 men, but it is probable 
that Smith had encountered them as far back as 
lancoln, for the muster roll in the Massachusetts 
Archives states that most of them marched twenty- 
eight miles, which would mean up into Lincoln and 
return, and to Charlestown Neck and return. 

Percy's march through Cambridge, from Menot- 
omy River to the Somerville line, measured nearly 
a mile and a quarter. The Provincials expected 
that he would return to Boston by the route he 
came out; that is, through Harvard Square over 
Charles River bridge into Brighton, thence through 
Roxbury, and along Boston Neck and into Boston. 
Anticipating as much, it was ordered that the bridge 
should be made impassable. But Percy deemed it 
wise to hurry on to Charlestown, trusting that 
General Gage would have an ample force there to 
receive and protect him. It was several miles 
nearer, and with no possibility of dismantled bridges 
to reconstruct for his troops to pass over. Nor 
should it be forgotten that Percy's ori^nal plan was 
to remain that night, at least, in Harvard Square, 
but he had not counted on such intense hostility 
from so large an army of Minute Men in open re- 
bellion. He deemed it wiser, therefore, to move 
constantly forward toward 'the main army. 

This mile and a quarter in Cambridge proved to 
be one of continual battle also. The Americans 
were ever on the alert, growing more and more 
active as they realized more and more the real 
meaning of the invasion. The sight of many of 
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the British soldiers loaded down mth plunder; the 
curling smoke and flames from American dwellings; 
the dying and the dead, some of them horribly 
mutilated, scattered all along the highway, were at 
last inspiring an intense feeling of hatred and a 
longing for a satisfying vengeance. Percy's army 
experienced practically the same sensations. Trained 
as soldiers to the usages of open warfare, they 
deemed the frontier method of fighting as unfair 
and cowardly. They held in contempt the man 
who should remain concealed in safety and shoot 
down one who was compelled to remain in the open. 
Undoubtedly, too, the memory of a comrade, l3nng 
at the North Bridge, with that ugly hatchet death- 
wound in the head, aroused the most savage instincts 
that seemed to cry for brutal retaliation. Whitte- 
more and Wyman and Winship seem to have been 
victims of vengeance rather than of war. 

The Americans did not profit much by the lessons 
which they had received earlier in the day, for they 
again fell victims to the British flankers. Quite a 
number had gathered near the home of Jacob 
Watson, situated on the southerly side of the high- 
way near the present Rindge Avenue. Their fragile 
security was a pile of empty casks, not far from the 
road, from behind which they awaited the oncoming 
of the British. But the flank guard came up in 
their rear, unobserved, and completely surprised 
them, killing Maj. Isaac Gardner of Brookline, a 
favorite son of that town, and the first graduate of 
Harvard College to fall in the war, and two Cam- 
bridge men, — John Hicks, nearly fifty years old. 
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and Moses Richardson, fifty-three years old; also 
near the same place another Gtmbridge man, Wil' 
liam Marcy, as tradition says/ of feeble intellect 
and a non-combatant. He was sitting on the fence 
evidently enjoying the military spectacle, and per^ 
haps good-naturedly cheering on the marching Red 
Coats. His friendly demonstrations were entirely 
mistake!) for shouts of derision. In the midst of 
his simple pleasure some Briton esteemed it his duty 
to kill him as an enemy of the King. The British 
loss at this place was but one killed. 

On they marched, wheeling to the left, into Beech 
Street, a thoroughfare about seven hundred feet long, 
and thence out of Cambridge and into Somerville. 

Soon after this the wife of John Hicks, whose home 
is still standing (192 1) at the comer of Dunster and 
Winthrop streets, fearing for his safety, sent her son, 
fourteen years of age, to look for him. He had been 
absent since morning, and undoubtedly the noise of 
battle, a mile and a quarter away, coming across the 
fields, bore a sad burden of prophecy. Her misgivings 
were well founded, for the son found his father by 
the roadside where he fell, and near him the others. 

The body of Isaac Gardner was taken to Brookline 
and there buried the next day. The remains of John 
Hicks, Moses RichardiBon, and William Marcy were 
immediately taken to the little churchyard near the 
Common, a mile from where they fell. They were 
buried in one grave, without coffins or shrouds even. 
A son of Moses Richardson, standing by, realizing 
that the earth was to fall directly on their faces, 

^ Paife't Hktonr of Cambridfc, page 414- 
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jumped down into the grave and arranged the cape 
of his father^s coat, that it might shield him some- 
what from the falling earth. 

We may wonder now at that hasty burial, without 
much, if any, ceremony; but let us associate with 
it the trail of the invading army, and of what seemed 
possible for the morrow, if that army should return, 
greatly reinforced, for vengeance. Boston was not far 
away, and General Gage even then might be prepar- 
ing to move on Cambridge with a force sufficiently 
large for its subjection. The Americans did not fully 
realize their own power or their own courage, not 
even as well as General Gage did, who wisely decreed 
to remain in Boston and Charlestown, and decide 
later whether to pursue an aggressive or a defensive 
campaign. The spontaneous rousing of the country 
was an impressive one for the British commander. 

It had evidently been Percy's plan to camp on 
Cambridge Common that night, and while awaiting 
expected reinforcements, or upon their arrival, lay 
the buildings of Harvard College, and others, in 
ruins. Such a course would have been in harmony 
with his warfare in Lexington and Arlington, and 
serve, as he thought, as a practical lesson for those in 
rebellion, of the disposition and readiness of their 
King to wreak a swift and terrible vengeance upon 
his enemies.^ But Percy's plans were rudely disar- 
ranged, and he commenced to realize that he was 
really being driven back to Boston. 

& Sm Tluuilnchriaf Scnnott fa ih» Canp at RoKburx Nor. ss» I775» by Rer. 
Ittuic Maiwfltid, Jr., diaplafa to GommI ThooiM't regimeat. Mr. MaotSdd 
fuUx bdiered mk^ pbai to kave beea BUMltb and ttatct tluit hk fafemutioa 
came to direct tluit ka oodd not htttuta to accept it, but did not fed at Bbcrtjr 
to pnblitk tlM aaaa d hit infonBcr. 
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Percy's Retreat through Somerville. 

It was about half past 6 o'clock when Percy left 
Gtmbridge and entered the present city of Somer- 
ville, crossing the line at the comer of Beech and 
Elm streets. Just about at the Somerville line the 
battle was hotly renewed. Near the comer of Beech 
Street, and on the easterly side of EUm Street, stood 
the house of Hmothy Tufts. Here Percy halted his 
army while his two field pieces were dragged up the 
hill back of the Tufts house and discharged toward 
his pursuers, with the usual result of his cannonading, 
— none killed. From out a grove a little way up the 
road came a scattering fire of American sharpshooters, 
and in consequence quite a number of Britons were 
killed. They fell in the road, just in front of the 
Tufts house, and a tablet there marks where they 
were buried. 

Along Elm Street to Oak Street, and then con- 
tinuing in Somerville Avenue, was their route when 
the march was resumed. At the foot of Laurel 
Street on Somerville Avenue was then a little pond* 
Into that many weary Britons threw themselves, 
some for the refreshing plunge, others to quench 
their thirst.^ 

Their march was continued rapidly now, and in 
consequence the fatalities on the American side were 
slight, if any, on the road from the Tufts house 
through Bow Street, for that was a part of Battle 
Road then, to Union Square. From the latter 
place they continued through Washington Street, 

^ Booth, fa SoacnrOk Jo«maU ApriU iSjS* 
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where the American sharpshooters had a grand 
opportunity to renew their havoc. Washington 
Street skirts along the westerly foot of Prospect Hill, 
the summit of which commands easily a stretch of 
highway for more than half a mile. Many were 
killed and wounded, some of the latter of whom 
were taken into the house then standing at the 
comer of Washington and Prospect streets. Here 
Percy paused long enough to train his two field 
pieces up the road, and again with his usual lack of 
fatal results. But he checked the Americans. 

A little way farther along on the northerly side of 
the road stood the home of Samuel Shed. Percy's 
troops halted there for the few moments necessary 
to turn his field pieces on his pursuers again. While 
there, one of the Britons, ambitious for plunder, 
entered the Shed home, and, finding a bureau or 
highboy filled with household e£Fects, commenced 
the work of selecting what he desired. It took him 
tck> long, for his companions passed on and left him 
still too busy to notice their departure or the coming 
of the Americans. Bullets came through the window, 
one of which killed him, and three riddled the old 
bureau, spattering his blood over it and on the 
floor.^ 

A few rods farther the grassy slope of Prospect 
Hill descended in a southerly direction to Washing- 
ton Street, then called the Cambridge Road. James 
Miller, about sixty-six years old, stood there await- 
ing the British. With him was a companion, and 

> The old hi^bo]r wu fa ezittciioe fa 1910^ and tf c miw d by • Somenrilfa 
man, Frmnck TVifta, to whom it descended. I have teen it» with ita blood etafaa 
and three buUet holca. 



152 THE BATTLE OF APRIL I9, 1775. 

both fired with deadly effect, again and again, as 
the British marched by in the road below. They 
were discovered finally, and Miller's companion 
urged him to retreat. 

"Come, Miller, we've got to go." 

**Vm too old to run," replied Miller, and he re- 
mained, only to be pierced with a volley of thirteen 
bullets.^ His home was but a short distance down 
the road, and is still standing, next to the house on 
the easterly comer of Washington and Franklin 
streets. 

Miller was the only American killed in Somerville, 
as the British were in too full retreat to act very 
much on the aggressive. Their loss was consider- 
able, however, along the entire Battle Road, for the 
Minute Men were exceedingly active in the rear 
and on the northerly side of the road, particularly. 

The policy of property destruction was continued 
by Percy through Somerville. The limited time at 
his command did not allow of very thorough work, 
but he accomplished something. The estate of 
James Miller, whom they killed on the slope of 
Prospect Hill, was damaged to the extent of £4, 12s. 
Ebenezer Shed lost his house, bam, and another 
building valued at £140, and the damage to his 
.crop, fences, etc., he estimated at £279, 3s., 2d. The 
widow of Abigal Shed suffered to some extent in the 
same way.* 

> E. C Booth ia «a article ob Somenrille. ia Drake'i Hbtorr d Middletes 
Coontr, VoL 1, page sis* 

s J. F. Hunnewell* A Cditorj d Town Life, pase ISS* 



THE BATTLE OF APRIL 19, 1775* I53 



Percy's Arrival in Charlestown. 

The sun set at 7 o'clock on that nineteenth day 
of April, in 1775.^ It never rose again on Middlesex 
County under kingly rule. Percy must have been 
in the vicinity of Union Square, Somerville, at that 
particular moment. The pauses for his artillery 
demonstration; the destruction of the few build- 
ings; the killing of Miller; and the hurried march 
to the Charlestown line did not occupy more than 
half an hour. It was just dark enough for the 
musket flashes to be seen across the marshes and 
across the waters of the Charles River to the Boston 
shore, where were grouped anxious watchers await- 
ing the news of battle. 

Percy's thirty-six rounds for each of his soldiers 
had been about all expended. He describes the fire 
all around his marching column as ^'incessant," 
coming from behind stone walls, and from houses 
which he at first supposed had been evacuated.* 

Charlestown Common, now Sullivan Square, was 
soon reached, and his column gladly wheeled to the 
right and marched up Bunker Hill. As they did so, 
a mile away, on top of Winter Hill, in Somerville, 
were just then arriving three hundred more Ameri- 
cans, who had marched from Salem under Col. 
Hmothy Pickering. They were half an hour late 
to be particularly effective. No blame can be at- 
tached to them for that, for there were thousands of 
other Minute Men from distant towns who were also 

^ Loir't AlmaoAck, Boston, 1775. 
* Sm hii r^Mxt to General Gage 
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late for April 19, but who were in ample time to 
join the besieging army on April 20. 

Opposite Charlestown Common, now Sullivan 
Square, on the corner of the road to the Penny 
Ferry which crossed the Mystic River to Everett,^ 
stood the home of William Barber, sea captain. His 
family consisted of his wife, Anne Hay, and their 
thirteen children. One of them, Edward, fourteen 
years old, sat at the window looking out upon the 
brilliant pageant of marching soldiers in the road. 
Many of the soldiers must have seen him, for he 
was not in hiding. One did, at all events, and with 
that thirst for killing some one, even though but a 
boy, shot him and saw htm fall back into the room 
dead. Thus Edward Barber became Charlestown's 
martyr of April 19, and the last of the slain on that 
day. 

While Charlestown did not officially contribute to 
the organized Minute Men who were pursuing Percy, 
yet many individuals must have been in the Ameri* 
can ranks, for in the afternoon General Gage wrote 
to James Russell of Charlestown that he* had been 
informed people of that town had gone out armed 
to oppose His Majesty's troops, and that if a single 
man more went out armed, the most disagreeable 
consequences might be expected. The people of 
Charlestown indeed had reason to be in terror, 
surrounded as they were by the soldiers, frenzied 
by their disastrous retreat from Lexington. The 
selectmen arranged with Percy an armistice, agreeing 
that the troops should not be attacked, and that 

A ETcrett wM then • put d Maldoi. 
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assistance should be given in getting them across 
the ferry to Boston, provided they would not attack 
the citizens or destroy their homes. This agree- 
ment seems to have been kept in good faith by 
both parties.^ British officers walked up and down 
the streets, directing the women to keep within 
doors. 

Percy's force remained on Bunker Hill until 
arrangements were completed for their trip across 
the Charles River to Boston. The wounded were 
sent over first, being conveyed by the boats of the 
''Somerset'' man-of-war, which still lay there, as it 
did when Revere crossed, the night before. 

General Gage sent pickets from Boston, selected 
from the loth and 64th Regiments, to do guard duty 
in Charlestown.* 

Gen. William Heath, as commander of the Ameri- 
can forces, assembled the officers of the Minute Men 
at the foot of Prospect Hill, in Somerville, for a 
council of war. Then he ordered the formation of 
a guard to be posted near,, and sentinels along the 
road now known as Washington Street in Somerville, 
and Cambridge Street in Charlestown, to Charles- 
town Neck. The remainder of the force was ordered 
back to Cambridge,* which place was to be for 
a while the headquarters of the American Army. 

^ De Bernicre^t Report. 

• De Beniicre, and Diarr of a British Oflker in Boston b 177$. 

* I&ath't Memoira. 
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Americans Killed, Wounded and Missing. 

AcUm. — Killed : Gtpt. Isaac Davis, James Hay- 
ward, Abner Hosmer. Wounded: Luther Blan- 
chard and Ezekiel Davis. 

Arlington, — Killed: Jason Russell, Jason Winship, 
JabezWyman. Wounded: Samuel Whittemore. 

Bedford. — Killed: Captain Jonathan Willson. 
Wounded: Job Lane. 

Beverly. — Killed: Reuben Kennison. Wounded: 
Nathaniel Qeaves, William Dodge, 3d, Samuel 
Woodbury. 

Billerica. — Wounded : Timothy Blanchard, John 
Nichols. 

Brookline. — Killed: Maj. Isaac Gardner. 

Cambridge. — Killed: John Hicks, William Marcy, 
Moses Ridiardson. Missing: Samuel Frost, Seth 
Russell. 

Concord. — Wounded: Gipt. Nathan Barrett, 
Jonas Brown, Capt. Charles Miles, Capt. George 
Minot, Abel Prescott, Jr. 

Charlestown. — Killed: Edward Barber. 

Chelmsford. — Wounded: Oliver Barron, Aaron 
Chamberlain. 

Danvers. — Killed: Samuel Cook, Benjamin Da- 
land, Ebenezer Goldthwait, Henry Jacobs, Perley 
Putnam, George Southwick, Jotham Webb. 
Wounded: Nathan Putnam, Dennison Wallis. 
Missing: Joseph Bell. 

Dedham. — Killed: Elias Haven. Wounded: Is- 
rael Everett. 

Framingham. — Wounded: Daniel Hemenway. 
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Lexington. — Killed: John Brown, Samuel Hadley, 
Gtleb Harrington, Jonathan Harrington, Jr., Jede- 
diah Munroe, Robert Munroe, Isaac Muzzy, Jonas 
Parker, John Raymond, Nathaniel Wyman. 
Wounded: Francis Brown, Joseph Comee, Prince 
Estabrook, Nathaniel Farmer, Ebenezer Munroe, 
Jr., Jedediah Munroe (killed later), Timothy Mun- 
roe,' Solomon Pierce, John Robbins, John Tidd, 
Thomas Winship. 

Lincoln. — Wounded: Joshua Brooks. - 

Lynn. — Killed: William Flint, Thomas Hadley, 
Abednego Ramsdell, Daniel Townsend. Wounded: 
Joshua Felt, Timothy Monroe. Missing: Josiah 
Breed. 

Medford.— Killed: William Polly, Henry Putnam. 

Needkam. — Killed: Lieut. John Bacon, Nathaniel 
Chamberlain, Amos Mills, Sergt. Elisha Mills, 
Jonathan Parker. Wounded: Eleazer Kingsbury, 
Tolman (son of Dr. Tolman). 

Newton. — Wounded : Noah Wiswell. 

Roxbury. — Missing: Elijah Seaver. 

Salem. — Killed: Benjamin Pierce. 

SomervUU. — Killed: James Miller. 

Sudbury. — Killed: Josiah Haynes, Asahel Reed. 
Wounded: Joshua Haynes, Jr. 

Stow. — Wounded: Daniel Conant. 

Watertown. — Killed: Joseph Gx>lidge. 

Wobum. — Killed: Asahel Porter, DanielThompson. 
Wounded : Jacob Bacon, Johnson, George Reed. 

Total number killed, 49; wounded, 42; missing, 
5; total loss, 96. 

^ See Htadeoa't Hbtorj d Leziiiftoii, nrited cditioa. VoL II, pege 466b 
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British Killed, Wounded, Prisoners and 

Missing.' 

Return of the Commiuion, Non-CbmmiMkm Officen» Dmm- 
merty Rank and FHe^ killed and woonded, priaonen and miumg» 
on the 19th of Aprils 1775. 

4th or King's Own Regiment, Lieutenant Kni^t» killed. Lien- 
tenant Gonldy wounded and prisoner. 3 Seijeantty i Drummer^ 
wounded. 7 Rank and FOe kiQed» ai wounded, S missing. 

5th Regiment, Lieutenant Thomas Baker, Lieutenant WDliam 
Cos, Lieutenant Thomas Hawkshaw, wounded. 5 Rank and 
File kiOed. 15 wounded, i missmg. 

loth Regiment, Lieutenant Cok>nel Francis Smith, Captain 
Lawrence Parsons, Lieutenant Wald. KeUy, Ensign Jeremiah 
Lester, wounded, i Rank and File killed, 13 wounded, i miuing. 

l8th Regiment. l Rank and File killed, 4 wounded, l missing. 

a3id Regiment. Lieutenant Cobnel Berjr Bernard, wounded. 
4 Rank and FOe killed, 26 wounded, 6 missmg. 

38th Regiment. Lieutenant William Sutheiland, wounded. 1 
Sergeant wounded. 4 Rank and ^e killed, 11 wounded. 

43id Regiment. Lieutenant Hull, wounded and prisoner. 4 
Rank and File killed, 5 wounded, 2 missing. 

47th Regiment. Lieutenant £k>nald McQoud, Ensign Henry 
Baldwm, wounded, i Sergeant wounded. 5 Rank and File 
killed, ai wounded. 

^ I tm voder obUgatioiit to tlM MiltCMT Secfctary d tlM Eaglbh Wtf OtBoa 
for • copjr ot iIm oOctal rttoras ti General G«fe ti hit loeect oa April 19b I775» 
•crompenled by the lolloiriaf: — 

*'WAR GFnCR 

• 

"Tht Militer7 Secreuur bcft to iaforai Mr. Freak W. Cobvm with reference 
to hk letter of the STth November lett, eddreeted to the Ute Comauadcr Sa 
Chid^ thet the oohr iaionutioo ayaiUble ob the cab}ect d the ceeoekWe eoe- 
taiaed hf the Britieh Tiroopi dariag the ectk» at Leibstoa oa 19th Aptil» I77S* 
k oootabed ia the Lorde' Gaaetu d 6-10 Jane* 177$* aa extract d whkh is 



*Mb. Fbask W. Coavmv, 

'ssth Sept; 1901.' 
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sand Regiment, i Sergeant misting. 3 Rank and File killed, 
a wounded. 

59th Regiment. 3 Rank and ITOe killed, 3 wounded. 

Marines. Captain Souter, Second Lieutenant McDonald, 
wounded. Second Lieutenant Isaac Potter, miumg. i Sergeant 
killed, a wounded, i missing, i Drununer kiOed. as Rank 
and ^e killed, 36 wounded, 5 miuing. 

Total. I Lieutenant killed, a Lieutenant Cok>nels wounded, 
a Captams wounded. 9 Lieutenants wounded, i Lieutenant 
missing, a Enugns wounded, i Sergeant killed, 7 wounded, a 
missing, i Drummer killed; i wounded. 6a Rank and File 
killed, 157 wounded, a4 missing. 

N. B. Lieutenant Isaac Potter reported to be wounded and 

taken prisoner. 

Signed 

Tbo. Gagb. 

Lieutenant Hull of the 43d Regiment, wounded 
traveling in a chaise, fell behind the troops, again 
wounded, and carried into the house of Samuel 
Butterfield in Arlington, where he died two weeks 
later.* 

The forces participating were about 1,800 British, 
well organized and well commanded, opposed by 
about thirty-seven hundred and thirty-three Ameri- 
cans, without e£Fective organization and without a 
real commanding officer.* 

Distances marched by the Biotish Soldiers. 

I have measured the routes of the various detach- 
ments and am enabled to give them as follows,' in 
each case of Smith's force from the shore of Charles 
River in Cambridge, out to Concord and back to 

t Smith*! Wctt Cimbridfc Addrett. 

* Ib tome mutter roOt tha names d tlM tUfa are omitted, irlkicli» if oowited 
iMTt, voold iacretie tkit total a little. 
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the shore of Charles River in Charlestown. The 
route of Percy's force was from School Street, 
Boston, out through Rozbury, etc., to the high school 
in Lexington, and return to the shore of Charles 
River, in Charlestown. My cyclometer is divided 
into eighty-eight fractions of a mile, each one of 
sixty feet. 

Three companies under Capt. Lawrence Parsons 
to the home of Colonel Barrett, beyond North 
Bridge, Concord, and return, 3^ miles. 

Three companies under Capt. Walter Sloane 
Lawrie to the North Bridge, Concord, and return, 
36^ miles. 

Force of about one hundred men under Capt. 
Mundy Pole to the South Bridge, Concord, and 
return, 36^ miles. 

Main division under Lieutenant Colonel Smith to 
Concord village, and return, 34^ miles. 

Earl Peny's reinforcement to the high school in 
Lexington, and return, 25^ miles. 

That of his baggage train captured and destroyed 
in Arlington, ii^ miles. 

Engush Friends after the Battle^ 

As in the beginning of this little history we grate- 
fully chronicled the warm and sympathetic friend- 
ship for America that permeated the British Nation, 
and particularly the councils of Parliament, so as 
we close we may glance across the ocean again to 
see if that same friendship can survive the shock of 
rebellion against the King. In quarrels of a family 
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nature one does not feel unpatriotic if he happens to 
espouse the cause of the minority. So it was with 
John Horae Tooke.^ His intense friendship for this 
part of the British Kingdom was evident at the start, 
and reached a decided climax after the battle. He 
was a member of the Constitutional Sodety, and 
during an adjournment or recess of a meeting held 
June 7 proposed that a subscription should be im- 
mediately entered into ''for raising the sum of one 
hundred pounds, to be applied to the relief of the 
widows, orphans, and aged parents, of our beloved 
American fellow-subjects, who, faithful to the char- 
acter of Englishmen, preferring death to slavery, 
were, for that reason only, inhumanly murdered by 
the King's troops at or near Lexington and Con- 
cord.'' The money was raised and placed at the 
disposal of Benjamin Franklin, to distribute in 
accordance with its purpose. The resolution was 
forwarded to several newspapers, and its publication 
naturally aroused considerable surprise and painful 
comment. 

Mr. Home was arrested and tried for ''a false, 
wicked, malicious, scandalous and seditious libel 
of, and concerning, his said Majesty's government, 
and the employment of his troops," etc.* He was 
found guilty and sentenced to a fine of £200; to be 
imprisoned for twelve months; and that he find 
securities in £800 for his good behavior for three 
years.^ 

> At that time bk name wit rimplf John Home. 

s ''The Battk of Lednftoa at looked at bLoodoo before Chief JvtticeMaM- 
fidd and a Jaiy b the IVial of John Home, Etq. By John Wiatbw.* 

* See Memoira of John Hone Tooke, b/ Alexander Stcphent* London, itis* 
VoL I, peget 431, and foflovint* 
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I have not read of any other Briton puniahed to 
that extent at that time for friendship for hit fellow 
subjects on this side of the ocean. There were 
many as sincere and devoted to the cause of the 
colonists as Home, and perhaps as openly, too, but 
he happened to be the one selected to bear the 
heavy burden of his King's displeasure. 

On a much larger and more impressive scale was 
the petition of the Lord Ma3ror, Aldermen, and Com^ 
mons of the Gty of London, in O)mmon Council 
assembled, to the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament assembled. It was presented in October, 
and recited how that body had *' taken into the most 
serious consideration the present distressed situation 
of our fellow subjects in America,'' and concluded 
with the prayer that the House would be ''pleased 
to adopt such measures for the healing of the present 
unhappy disputes between the mother country and 
the colonies^ as may be speedy, permanent and 
honourable." 

But the wise counsels of the great city did not 
prevail in the House of Parliament, for that body 
simply ordered their petition to ''lie upon the 
table."* 

So was fought the opening battle of the American 
Revolution, the beginning of that long struggle 
which rent in twain the great English Nation and 
gave birth to these United States. 

> Fu&oMstaqr Hiftonr of Eaglud, VoL XVIII. eoL 69S. 
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Appendix No. i 



Lexington Men. 

As no claim for services on April 19 was filed with 
the Commonwealth, I have no official Roll. Hudson, 
in his ** History of Lexington/' gives the names of 
120 as constituting the company, and in the genea- 
logical department of the same work gives several 
others. In the depositions of participants published 
in the ''Journals of Each Provincial Congress of 
Massachusetts, 1774-5,'' are quite a number who 
named themselves as of Parker's company, one of 
them being Phillip Russell; and Moses Harrington, 
in the same, places ''Jr." after his name. In this 
company I have also included the two Wobum men, 
Robert Douglass and Sylvanus Wood, who joined 
Parker on the Common at break of day, and ac- 
cepted his invitation to become members for that 
occasion. 
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Complete Roster of Captain John Parkei^s Company 

of 144 Men. 

Only 77 or thxsb wbeb nr ths Morning Engagbmsnt.* 

Qfieirs. 



Captain^ John Parker 
LuMtiHafUfWiOkmTM 
Snrig% Robert Munioe 
BniigHf Joteph Simondt 
CUrk, Danid Harrington 
Ordirfy Sirg^ William Munroe 
SirgeatU^ Frands Brown 
StrgeofOf Ebenezer White 



Corporal, Jod ^et 
Corporal, Samud Sanderton 
Corporal, John Munroe 
Corporal, Ebenezer Parker 
Drumwur, William Diamond 
Fiftr, Jonathan Harrington 
(aon of Jonathan) 



Prwatis, 



Isaac Bkxlgett 

Ebenezer Bowman 

Frands Bowman 

John Bridge, Jr. 

Joseph Bridge 

James Brown 

John Brown 

Sobmon Brown 

John Buckman 

EliBurdoo 

John Chandler 

John Chandler, Jr. 

Abijah Chfld 

Joseph Comee 

Thomas Cutler 

Robert Dou^ss of Captain 
Bdknap's Wobum company. 
(In Captain Parker's com- 
pany, April 19.) 

Isaac Durant 



Prince Estabrook 

Nathanid Farmer 

Nathan Fessenden 

Thomas Fessenden 

Dr. Joseph Fisk 

Isaac Green 

William Crimea 

Caleb Harrington 

Jeremiah Harrington 

John Harrington 

Jonathan Harrington, then 

caUed "Jr.," but son of 

Henry. 
Jonathan Harrington, 3d 
Moses Harrington 
Moses Harrington, 3d 
Moses Harrington, Jr. 
Thaddeus Harrington 
Thomas Hamngton 
William Harrington 



1 See Sj^trfial RoOf factag p* 6o> 
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Isaac Hattingt 

Samuel Hattingt 

Samuel Hattingt, Jr. 

Benjamin Hadley 

Ebenezer Hadley 

Samuel Hadlejr 

Tbomat Hadlcy, Jr. 

JohnHbtmer 

Micah Hagar 

Amot Lock 

Benjamin Lock 

Ebenezer Lock 

Reuben Lock 

Joteph Loring 

Jonathan Loring 

AmotMarrett 

Daniel Maton 

Joteph Maton 

AbnerMead 

Benjamin Merriam 

William Merriam 

Ata Munioe 

Ebenezer Munroe, ton of 

Robert. 
Ebenezer Munroe, then called 

"Jr.,** but ton of Jonat. 
Edmund Munroe 
George Munroe 
Jedcdiah Munroe 
John Munroe, Jr. 
John Munroe, ad 
Nathan Munroe 
Philemon Munroe 
Stephen Munroe 
William Munroe, Jr. 
William Munroe, 3d 
Nathaniel MuUikod 
Amot Muzzy 



ItaacMuzzjr 
JohnMuzzjr 
Thaddeut Muzzy 
Jonat Parker 
Jonat Parker, Jr. 
Thaddeut Parker 
John Parkhurtt 
Nathaniel Parkhurtt 
Sobmon Pierce 
Atahel Porter 
Itrad Porter 
John Raymond 
Hammond Reed 
Jothua Reed 
Jothua Reed« Jr. 
Jotiah Reed 
Nathan Reed 
Robert Reed 
Thaddeut Reed 
WUliam Reed 
John Robbint 
Thomat Robbint 
Joteph Robinton 
PhOlip RutteU 
Benjamin Sampton 
Elijah SandertOQ 
Ebenezer Simondt 
Jothua Simondt 
Abraham Smith 
David Smith 
Ebenezer Smith 
Jette Smith 
John Smith 
Jonathan Smith 
Jotiah Smith 
Joteph Smith 
Phineat Smith 
Samuel Smith 
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ThjuUeiu Smith 
WnUam Smith 
Smfioo Snow 
Asahd Steams 
Phineat Steams 
Jonas Stone 
Jonas Stone, Jr. 
Benjamin Tidd 
JohnTidd 
SamodTidd 
Joseph Underwood 
Benjamin Wellington 



Enodi Weflington 

Timothy Wdlington 

John Williams 

John Winship 

Samuel Winship 

Thomas Winship 

Syhranns Wood of Captain 
Walker's Wobum company. 
(In Captain Parker's com- 
pany, April 19.) 

James Wjrman 

Nathan Wjrman 
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Appendix No. 2. 



Concord Men. 

In the vicinity of Concord were two regiments, one 
of militia under Colonel James Barrett of Concord, 
with Ezekiel How of Sudbury as lieutenant colonel, 
and one of Minute Men under Colonel Abijah Pierce 
of Lincoln, with Thomas Nixon of Framingham as 
lieutenant colonel, and John Buttrick of Concord as 
major. These two regiments did not appear as such 
at the North Bridge, the entire force there at the 
opening being under the command of Barrett, who 
directed the advance to be led by Major Buttrick. 
Quite a number of the companies of each were in 
line, but not in regimental formation. 



Cohful^ James Barrett of Con- 
cord 

LuuL Colonel, Ezekiel How of 
Sudbury 

Captain, Nathan Barrett of 
Concord 

Captain, George Minot of Con- 
cord 

Captain, Joseph Robins of 
Acton 

Captain, John Moore of Bed- 
ford 



Captain, Samuel Farrar of 
Lincoln 

Captain, Moses Stone of Sud- 
bury 

Captain, Aaion Ha3mes of 
Sudbury 

Colonel, Abjiah Pierce of Lin- 
coln 

Lieut, Cohnel, Thomas Nizon 
of Framingham 

Major, John Buttrick of Con- 
cord 
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Samod Mdven 
Nathan Dudley 
(Miver Parim 
John Flagg 
Samnd Emeiy 
John Cole 
Danid Cole 



Barnabas Davis 
Major Ralcy 
Edward Wilkens 
Danid Farrar 
^iver Harris 
Samud Jewet 
Danid Wheat 



Captain George Minofs Company. 

EirTBRlO THE CONTSST AT CoNCORD NoRTH BUDOI. 

Names and number of men unknown. 

Captain Nathan Barretts Company. 
Eimaio THE CoNTssT AT .Concord North Bridoi. 

Names and number of men unknown. 
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App endix No. 3 



Acton Men. 
Captain Isaac Davis*s Company. 

EmTERED the G>irTB8T AT G>NCORD NoXTH BUDGI. 

Davis was killed and the command fell to his 
lieutenant, John Hayieard, who became captain. 
The following official Roll does not include Acton's 
slain: — 

A list of the names of a minute-Company under the Command 
of Captain John Hayward in Colonel Abijah Pierce's Regiment^ 
who entered the Service nineteenth of April One Thousand Seven 
Hundred and Seventy Five. — LexingUm Alarms^ Xll^ 116 



{Captain, Isaac Davis, killed) 
(Succefding) Captain, John 

Hayward 
LieuUnant, John Heald 
Second LieuUnont, David For- 

bush 
Sifgeant, William Macksfield 
Sergeant, Oliver Emerson 
Corporal, John Davis 
Corporal, David Davis 
Corporal, John Barker 
Thomas Darhy 
John Harris 
Ebenezer Heald 
James Davis 



Phfllip Piper 
Reuben Low 
Benjn Hayward 
Simon Hunt, Jur. 
Elijah Davice 
Ephraim Forbush 
Abraham Hapgood 
Ezekiel Davis 
Ebenezer Edwards 
John Robbms 
Joseph Barker 
William Johnson 
Reuben Davis 
Joseph Reed 
Stephen Shepherd 
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Tbonus Thorp 
Soloinoii Smith 
Joiuf Hunt 
MofctWood 
Ephraim BQlingt 



Joseph Chiffin 
Samod Tempd 
Abraham Young 
Francis Barker, DrMmmn 
Luther Blanchard, F^tr 



Acting Captain Lieutenant Simon Hunfs Company. 
Enterio the G>imrr at G>NcoaD North Bridgi. 

Names and number of men unknown. 



Captain Joseph Robin* s Company. 
EimuED the G>irrE8T at G>ncoed Noeth BannsE. 

Names and number of men unknown. 



Captain^ Joseph' Robins 
{Q/ictr) Israd Heald 
(Q/uer) Robert Chaffin 



AcHng Capiain^ Simon Hunt 
EfuigHf Thomas Noyes 
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App bndix No. 4. 



Bedford Men. 

Captain John Moore^s Company. 
EiiTBRED THE G>imrr AT Conco9i> North Bridgi. 

The Account of Capt. John Moore, Commander of the Military 
Company, in Bedford, for himself k those of hb Company num- 
bered in the following Roll for time k Travel Spent in the Serv- 
ice ft Defence of the Colony, on k Directly after the alarm on the 
Nineteenth Day of April last: Exhibiting, in Destinct Columns 
against Each mans name, the number of miles he Travelled, The 
allowance thereof. The number of Days he was in the Service, and 
the wages thereof; with the Sum toul of the Whole; agreeable 
to the Resolve of the Hbnl Court published in the newt-papers 
and a vacant Column for Deductions, if any shall be made. — * 
Lexington Alarms^ XIII^ p. 



Captain^ John Moore 

Firsi LieuUmnUf John Meriam 

Sfcond LieuUnanif Eleazer 

Davis 
Sergeant, Joseph Convars 
Sergeanif James Wright 
Sergeant, Jeremiah Fitch, Jnr. 
Fifer, David Lane 
James Lane, 3rd 
(Miver Reed, Junr. 
Samud Lane 
Israel Putnam, Jur. 
Samuel Bacon 
Samuel Davis 



EbenezerPage 
Thaddeus Davis 
Edward Steams 
Sobmon Steams 
William Page 
William MazweU 
Samuel Meeds 
Josiah Upton 
Samud Meriam 
Abd Bowman 
David Fitch 
Abijah Bacon 
Joseph Hartwell 
Thomas Bacon 



176 



THB BATTLB OF APRIL I9| I775. 



John Fitch 
Samuel Lane 
John Lane, Junr. 
Solomon Lane 
Matthew Pollard 
Ziba Lane 
Stephen Lane 
Samson Hardy 
Job Lane, Junr. 
Lemnel Blanchard 
Oliver Pollard, Junr. 
Edward Stevens 



Jeremiah Blood 
Josiah Davis 
John Reed, Junr. 
Reuben Baoon 
Simon Parker 
Ebenezer Johnson 
Joseph Ross 
Malachi Allen 
Jabez Carter 
Abraham Merriam 
John Lane, 3rd 
Timothy Page 



Captain Jonathan fFiUson*s Company. 
Entzred the CoirrEST at Concord North Bridgb. 

Willson was killed and the command fell to his 
Lieutenant^ Moses Abbott. 

the Account of the Time that Eatch man who belonged to the 
minit men of the Town of Bedford Spent at Cambridge in defence 
of the County to gether with Nineteenth of April last k also of 
their travil Receoned from the middle of the town according to 
the mind of the Company. — Lexington JlarmSf XI ^ IQ2. 



(Captain^ Jonathan Willson, 

killed) 
First Lieutenant^ Moses Abbott 
Second Lieutenant^ Timothy 

Jones 
Sergeant, Christopher Page 
Sergeant, Seth Saultmarsh 
Sergeant, Ebenezer Fitch 
Sergeant, Asa Fassett 
Drummer, Obver Bacon 
fifer, Jonas Welch 
Jabez Russell 
Jonas Gleason 
Nathan Bacon 
Nathaniel Page, Jun. 



Joseph Meeds, June 

Ruben Duren 

Elijah Bacon 

Benjamin Bacon 

Timothy Johnson 

Moses Fitch 

David Bacon 

David Reed 

Nathan Bomar (or Boman) 

Ephram Smith 

Asa Duren 

Obediah Johnson 

Benjamin Winship 

Ruben Baoon 

William Merriam 
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Appendix No . 5 . 



Lincoln Men. 

Captain WiUiam Smithes Company. 
Entbrsd the Contest at Concord North Bridgb. 

A List of a Company of Minute Men, under the Command of 
Capt. William Smith in Colo. Abijah Pierces Regt who entered 
the Service April ye 19th 1775. — Lexingfon Alamu^ XIII^ py. 



Captain William Smith 
LieuSffunU Samuel Farrar 
Second LUuUnantf Samuel 

Hoar 
Sergeant Saml Hartwdl 
Sergeant David Fisk 
Sergeant John Hartwell 
Sergeant Jonas Mason 
Corporal Abjiah Mead 
Corporal Elijah Willington 
Cof^o/ Ebenezer Brown 
Corporal Joseph Abbot 
Fifer Joseph Mason 
Fifer Elijah Mason 
Drummer Danl Brown 
Nehemiah Abbot 
Daniel Child 
Abel Adams 
Daniel Hosmer 
Abijah Munioe 
Joseph Peirce 



Abra Peirce 
Artemas Reed 
Jesse Smith 
Nathan^Tidd 
Willm Thoming 
Solomon Whitney 
Jonathan Gage 
Isaac Gage 
John Parks 
Ebenezer Parks 
Jonas Parks 
Aaron Parks 
Nathan Billings 
Tmiothy Billings 
Nathl. Baker 
James Baker 
Nathan Biown, Jr. 
Saml Dakin^ Jr. 
Humphry Farrar 
James Parks 
Jona. Smith 
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John Wetao&y Janr. 
Enot Wheder 
Jacob Baker, Jr. 
John Garfidd 
Joel Adamt 
Jothua Brooks, Jr. 
Benja. Brooks 
Thomas Bkxlget 
Jothua ChOd, Junr. 
Jacob Foster 
Nathl. Gore 



Danid Ha rrin gton 
Isaac Hartwell 
Gregory Stone, Jr. 
John Thommg 
John Wesson 
Joseph Wheet 
DanI BiUmgs 
Wniiam Parks 
Wniaid Parks 
WiUm. Hbsmer 



INDEX 



INDEX. 



[Not iadndiaff luinict in the muster roUt.) 



Abbott, Laeot. Motes, 8i 
Acton, alerm in, 41 

Men of, ftt Nbrth Bridfe, 80 

Rotter of Ctptdn Dtrit't Compeny, 
Appendix Nd s, 17s 

Killed and wounded, 156 

Mutter roOt of, 17s 
Ademt children, 138 

Hannali, removed from her liome, 

"St IJ7 

Home, 140 

Joel, diild, 138 

Deacon Joteph, home looted, wife 
and diild abotcd, bjr Pcrcjr't 
•oldiert, 137 

Samuel, 18, 19» M. a6, 30b SJ, SS, 37 
Aden, John R., 23 (note) 
Alannt in other placet, 33 
Allen the one-handed peddler, s8 
Americant killed and wounded, 136 

Number 6U entafed, IS9 
Andorer, alarm in, 33 
Arlintton, battle hi, 130 . 

Killed and wounded 6U 156 

Men o^ 134 

Smith't adranoe throuih, it 

Perqr't retreat through, 130 
AtpinwaU, Capt. Thomat, 134 
Authoritaet, litt o^ nSi 

Bacheller, Capt. John, 96 
Bacon, Jacob, 157 

lieuL John, 143, IS7 
Baggate wagons of Percy captured, 

119 
Baker, Lieut. Thonat, of the 5th 
Regiment, lis, l»8, 159 



Baldwin, Entign Henry, of the 47th 

Regiment, iia, is8, 158 
BaUard, John, 18 
Bancroft, Capt. Nathaniel, 134 
Barber, Mrs. Anne Hay, 154 

William, home of, 154 

Edward, 125, 154, 156 
Barker, Francit, 43 
Barnard, Capt. Samuel, 134 
Barrett, Cbrp. Amot,40 

CoL Jamet, 43, 77. 80, 81, 83, 86- 
88,160 

Mrs. James, 87, 88 

James, Jr., 87 

Capt. Nathan, 74t 80. 156 

Samuel, 79 
Stephen, 87 

Deacon Thomas, 78 
Barron, Cspt. direr, 44, 96^ 156 
Bates, Capt. Oliver, 97 
Bathcricke, Mother, 119 
Battle, Capt. Eben, 134 
Beaton, John, 93 
Bedford, alarm in, 38 

Killed and wounded, 156 

Men of, 38 

Muster roOs of the fompsnifs of, 173 
Belfry, Lexington, 6a 
Belknap, Jason, 119 

Joe, 119 

Capt. Samuel, 97 
Bell, Joseph, 136 
Bentley, Joshua, 23 
Berkshire County ConTention, 15 
Bernard, Lieut. CoL Bery, 138 
Beverly, killed and wounded, 156 

Men of, 134 



l82 



THB BATTLE OP APRIL I9, I775, 



OlgimJmp vapc* I iBWCBjrt 47 

BSkrici, alum !■• S9 

MeaoC96 

Woaiided,i56 
BUck HovMTsTcn (lee alto WctlMr- 

bjr»t TiTtfn), I9» J7f 5a» 5S 
Blaadurd, L«dMr» 4I« 8s, fti, 99^ is6 

TImoch7»is6 
Bbaejr, Gipt. BcsiaaiDa 154 
BlaM,Mr,9 

Mr. (Coooocd tory)* 17 
Bloodj AngU m Laaoob, Utd* at, 

lOOb IQS* 

Bood. Jothna, houae aad shop bwaed, 
ia6 



Port BID, t 

Start of Pcrqr from. 114 

Start of Smith from, so 
Bowrmaa, Lieut. Solomoa, 54t SS» HS 

Capt. Thaddcoa, 36 (noteX S8» S9b 
6a 
Boyntoa* Thonaa, Joomal ol^ 55 

(note) 
Bread, Joihiia, 157 
Britiak forcee, 15 

Killed, woonded, p rieom w aad 

mii^nt* 158 

Nomber 01^ eagafd, 159 

PriMBcn, irst oaca captarad, 71 

Start for Leiinttoii aad Coaoord, ao 
BrookliDa killed, 156 

Meaol, 13s 
Brooke, Major John, 96 

Joihaa, Si. 99b IS7 

Tavcm, 9B, 101 
BrowB, Deaeon Bcsiamfai, 71 

Capt. Darid, 40b 4it 74t 9o, 9$; 
mnatcr roll of lua coakpany, 169 

Fraiicii.iS7 

John, TQi 157 

Joaaa, 99.156 

Jonathan, Capt., 40 

Reuben, 9S 

Solomon, 19, s8, a9b 55. 36» 68, 69 
Widow, her TaTcm, 45. S8 
Biyant, Albert W., Mumoe Tavern, 
56 (note) 



John, 68 

Taircm,5t.5S,57>S8»6s,68^7«> tit 
Badfe^Jamea,ii9 

BoBard'a Bridge^ 48; 49 

BnDet and awotd iMmd b Lnintton, 

106 
Bnlfe Tavern, 73* 106 
Bwioyna, Gen. John, 4 
Bvtteridd, Jonathan, 158 
Bnttricfc, Ma}. John, 81, 81, 84, 9t 
John,!!*, 83 

CanMdfe, battle b, 145 

Burial of the patriot dead oC 149 

KiDad and miniM^ 157 
MenoC 104 

Percjr'a retreat throngh, I4S 

South landa at, JO 

Advanoea throngh, 48; 51 
Camden, Lord, 5 
Cannon, carriagea o^ bnmed, tnn- 

Peicjr a opennig boawardmant m 
Its, IIS 
SQ 

Aaron, 157 
Nathaniel, 143* 157 
Charleetown, Percy'a arrival b, 153 
Kllled,is6 



Perqr, 154 
Chatluun, Lord, 4 
Cheever, David, 5S 
Chelmeford, abrm b, 44 

Men of, 96 

Wounded, 156 
"Chevjr Chaea,** 115 
Chad, Capt. L e mn i l , 45. 134 

Chriit Chwch, "Old North." 13 

dark, Capt. Thonua, 41 

ChMte, Miea Efinbeth, lattar oC 113 

(note) 
Clarke, Rev. Jonaab s6b 35. 57. i IS 

Jonaa, eon of Rev. Jbnaa, 31 
Cleavca, Nathaniel, 144, 156 
Cobnm, Capt. Peter, 45 
Cornea, Jba9h,^67. 68^ 71* IS7 
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CoouBhtM of Sftfttj, lOb iSt I9^5s» 1S9 
ComadttM of SoppBiib lo^ iSt I9b 5t 
Coiuuit» OfLm t^ ff^ %A 

CoBcord, alarai fai» S9 
Batdo at North Bridfe, 79 

Cowt HooM MTid, 9S 
DimUffa fa, 9S 
Meao^to 
Matter rolb oC 169 
Soakh't adTaace fato^ 7S 
SashVt rttrsat froaa. 9s 
Woaiided,is6 

CoBtrcM» Pint Cootfaaatal, 5 

Pint Prarfadal, Si 6$ hi limitad 
power* ^ 7» 

Second Pkovmdal, 7, II 
Cook, Rar. Mr^ lao^ 137 

Samuel, 143, 156 
Goolidge, Jacob, 144 

Joeepk, 157 
Cooper, Beajaaidna 141, 143 

Rachel, 141, 143 

Tavern, as, I4S> US 
Coandl of war fa Concord, 80, 81 

In SonMrriOab 15s 

" «5 



BoetonTea 



Cob, Lieutenant, of the sth RcgfaMnt, 

lis, isS, 158 
Cob, Wilfiam, one of the 

Fmrtr, a (note) 
Croebf, Laeotenant, 96 
Codworth, Capt. Nathan, 96 
Ounmfage, Dr.#9S 
Cotler, Mr., 136 
Rebecca, 136 
Cotter, Annie, 119^ iti, 139 



Ddand, Benjamfat I43f 156 

Danutee fa Arlfafftan, 136^ is8» 140 

Danutee fa Concord, 9S 

Danutca fa Laifagton, vk^ Bond'ib 
is6; LorfaiTe, ita Maeon'e, taS; 
Mead's, 114; Meetfat H one i t 
111, 113: Mtfriaai'e, 114; MnlB- 
ken's, ia6; Monroe Tavern, IS7; 
Sandcrton'ib 117; total loee fa 
Leifacton, 118 



fa Soeaerr il leb vhu, MSer'ib 
15a; Abital Shed, Ebencner 
Shed, ISt 
DuiTeri, aUimi fa, 34 
Kaied, woonded and nkkefat. is6 
Men of, 134 
DoTii, Eaejkiel, Si. 99b 156 
Cept. Itaac^ 4I. 9o, 8a-84. 9t» 98 
IS6; mnstw roll of hb company, 

173 
Dawee, Waifam, 18, ao^ ti, a6-a8, 45 
De Bemicre, Eneign, 17, 76 (note), 87 
(note), 89 (note), 94. 96 (note), 
109.130 
Dedham, alarm fa, 46 
Killed and wonnded, 156 
Men of, 134 
Dedication, T 
Dee Barrce't map of Boeton and 

▼icfaitjr, 49 (note) 
Derena, Richard, 13, as* il^5*»S% 
Diamond, William, 59^ 6a (note) 
Dietancee marched bjr the Britieh 

eoldiere, IS9 
Dodger Cept. Caleb, 134 

WiDum, 3d, 144. 156 
Dooglaee, Robert, 33, 6a 
Donmer, Dr., 136 
Dracot, alarm in, 44 

Men of, 44 
Draper, Capt. Daniel, 134 
Capt. WiiliaflA, 43, 134 

Ean, cnttint off o^ charfed 10 Ameri- 

cane,89 
Eaton, Cipt. Thonue, 96 
Edget, Capt. Simon, 46^ 96 
EUie, Cept. William, 134 
EaMveon, Rar. WSIiam, 40 (note), 

89 
EaMB, Capt. Jeeee, 96 
Eng&h friende after the hattie^ 160 
Enflaeh War Often, letter iroa the 

Militanr Secretarr oC to the 

anthor, 138 (note) 
Epea, Capt. Samtiel, 134 
Eeubrooh, Prince, 71, 157 
Ererett, lerael, 144, 136 
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71, 157 



tS4 

Felt^ J aifc M , IS7 

PiikiW Bc^iaali, kMM oC Mt 

niks rai fa LniMtoa. ifktav M 

•07 
FitdC JcreaUk* Jr^ tavtni 6ft 99 
Ffight ef HMCock aad AduHb JO 
Fbrt, Ctpt. JoIm, 96 
mmdi,MM 
14s. 157 
Plow m Coooocd dctciored, 9S, 94 
Forces of tko Amakam aad 

ooav««^iS9 
Footer, Rot. EdsMd, S4 (B0tc),9t 
Fob. GipL Josotkoa. 97 
FrMU«hofl^ obrs k. 46 

Meao(»96 

Wooaded, 156 
FrHikfio* BcDiaada, 161 
fikmdt, Ea^Uk, ahm tko bottfc^ 

160 
Froot, Gipt. Cplwua^ 100 

Hooto fai SooMrrflltt 50 

8o«mI.i56 
Foliar, Cipt. Aoroa. 154 

GofO, Gca. ThooMS, <; H iS-iS, 3St SS. 

96b M. IM> 115. M^ M9b IS4* 

I5S.IS9 
GordMr, Hcarr, 7 (ooto) 

Moi* Imoc^ iS4t t47t IS6 
Gorty, Bbridfo, I9b S7t S*-S4 
dcaooa, Copt. lAcoSah, 96 
Goddoffd, Mrs. UcUtoUo Moj. st 

(note) 
GoUtfawoit, EbcDcnr, 143, 156 
Goodridfe. Ciptoio, It 
Gordon, Rot. WiUioai, 16 (note) 
Goold, Lieut. Edward Thoraton of 
tlM4tk, or Kiaift Oira, Rrtimmt, 
84. 99> tsi, ist 
Capt.Georte, 154 
Great Fialdt b Coaoord, 100 



.4S€Ma4 
■S4 



•7. 



r» ^ ■ .^1S7 
Thoaua, HS. 157 
Hal, GapL laoac^ as. IS4 
liwuTlnam. i>t(aoto| 

Baaoocfc; JoIm, dw 8, Mb I7t 19^ ta, s6b 
30bSi.35.S7.SS 



9r 

Hardr'a HB, itkt at, 98 
Harriactoa, Caleb, ^ 67, 70^ 157 

I>arid,5i 

KBiabctk W^ 37 (aoOe) 

Joaatkaa, Jr^ €6, 71. I57 

TWddew, 37 (M«») 
HartwoB booMa ia 

8cr|t> Joaa, too 



loa 



platad 



ioaoClidbl49 



HatdMt, BritiA aolfier kSed widk •» 

89 
Ha^ca, ESaa, 143, 156 
Hawkakaw, lieat. TkMMa, of tko 5tk 
riaMat, IIS, i»8, 158 
AorQa,96 
Deacoa Jaaiak, ill, 157 
Joakoo, Jr^ i$7 
HoTwaid, JaaMab io8, lis, 156 

Lieateaoatb 93 
Heatk, Gca. WHfiaai, 11, 14, 51, isS* 

I3>» 135. IS5 
Heodawar, Doaiel, 156 
Hicka, John, 147, 148. 156 

lfouJoka,i48 

Soa of Join; 148 
Hm, Un. JaaMa. 137 (Mto) 
Horac, Jbka, 161, 161 
Hoaaacr, Abacr, 84, 91, 96b 156 

Adj. Jooepk, 80. 91 
Hobbard, EboMser, 78 
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Hon, Lkotcaaat. of the4ld RtgtanmU 

niiiuicwal Dfochcrty SO 
Hmit, Cipt. Siiiioo, 41, 8t, 83 
Hntchintoii, C^pL Itnd, 154 
GofT.Thoaui, IS 

niuttratioiM, litt oC xvfi 
IndwM of Stockbrklce, it 
Ifdaad, Jonathan, $0 

Jaoobt, Henry, 143, 156 
Jaq>er» Mr., gnnsmitk, 18 
Johnson, Mr., 157 
Jonca. Elitha, hooac of, 8s, 90 

Madame, SI 
Jonca Tarem, 17 
Jonea, Rcr. Thomaa, si 

KeDx, lieot. Waldo^ of the loth Reti- 
mcnt, 84, 99b 158 

Kenniion, Rcnben, 14s, 156 

Kent, Samod, 50 

Killed, wounded and miiaing, Ameri- 
cana, 156 

KiDed, wouided and miaahifc Britiah, 
158 

Kingabnrr, Ca|»t. Caleb, 134 
Eleazer, 144. IS7 

Knight, Laentenant, of the 4th, or 
Kinf'a Oim, Regiment, 138 

Lamion, David, 119 

Lane, Job, loa, 105, 156 

I«annon, John, who loond the Britiah 

aword and bullet, 106 (note) 
Lantema, aignaU 23 
lArkin, Deaoon, 23 

Horae of, as, 30 (not6) 
Lawrie, Capt. Walter Sh)ane, of the 

43d Raiment, 77, 8s, 160 
Lechincra Pobt, Cambridge^ lOb 48; 

49b 7S 
Lee, CoL Charka, 19^ S9-S4 
Lee'a HUl, Concord, 78, 9t 

Jeremiah, of the 10th 
99.IS8 



Lexington, alarm hi, ts 
Battle of, 59 
Borial of the alain, 113 
Damagea, 118 
Hiatoncal Socjeljr, 

of, I 
KiOed and wounded, IS7 
Aden of, oo 
Meeting hooae bombarded bjr Percjr, 

III 
Miater roll of Captahi Packer'a 

comfMuir, 16s 
Perqr readiea the village, isi 
Percy retreata from, 139 
Sevcnty-aeren, The, who reaponded 

to America'a llrat battle call, 60 
Smith'a advance into^ 58 
Smith'a retreat to Lezingtoo Tillage, 

IDS 

Liberty Pole in Concord, 7S 
Lmooln, CoL Benjamin, 53 
Lincoln, alarm in, 39 

Britiah aoldiera boned in the village 
cemetery, loa 

Men of, 81 

Muater roll of Capt. Smith'a com- 
pany. 177 

Smith'a advance throogh, 73 

Smith'a retreat throogh, 99 

Woonded, 137 
Littleton, alarm in, 43 
Locke, Capt. Benfanun, 37, 134 
Locker, Capt. laaacb 96 
London, City of, 3 

Petition to Parliament, i6a 
Long Room Qub, 16 
Loring, Jonathan, 19, s8, 37 

Deacon Joaeph, 113; hia loaa, 114 
Lowe, Capt. Caleb, 134 
Lowell, Mr., SI, St 
I^mn, alarm in, 33 

Killed, woonded and miaaing, 137 

Men oC 134 

McCload, Lient. Donald, of the 47th 
Regiment, lit, is8, 138 

McDonald, Second lieutenant, of the 
39th Regiment, 159 
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Miniftfld, Cape Rafot* 154 

Mftpt.lwtoCni 

liucy. WSIiuiw ISS* 14$, ts6 

Mark* tiM Mgro tlaTt^ as 

Ifarrett. Rar. Mr^ 51 

Maaoo, John, 117 

Homa looted. lit 
llcad, laraal, 119 
Mead, Matthc«» s6 

Home looted. 114 

Mn. Matthor. |6b S7 

lUioda.s6 
Madlbrd. killed. is6 

Meao^ IS4 

Mieetflii( booaa M LndBStOB 

barded bf Pcrcir, lit 
McBotony. nas o^ 154 
Mariam't Corocr, fgkt at, 96 
Merriam. Bai^amin. hcmt ol, kwted. 

IS4 
MeHeBflCffl of alaron. si 
Middle Diatrict Ckncat. 16 
Mlddlcaw Cooaty Co a ya ati oa, if 
BiGlca. Capt. CiMrkfb %o, 9St ts6. 

Master roll ol Ua coonpaajr. 171 
MSitarj act. s 
Miller. JaaMa, kaBedk 151 

Home looted. 151 
MiOcr't River. 49 
Milli. Amoe, I44t IS7 

Scrtt. Eliaha. I44t IS7 
Miaot. Capt. Geofic^ 40» 4U 74t 9a, 
156 

Doctor, 9S 
Capt. josatbaa, 97 
Ma)or, 39^90 



Moliawka,Chiefofthe,is 
Monroe, TSmothy, 157 
Moorcb Capt. John. 81; miater roll ol 
Uacompaajr, 17s 

Mrs., 49 
Mbthakia,JolioiakiB.ts 

Moolttw, Martha. 9S 

Mt. YenoA. hi LeikittOB. its. isj* 

1st 
Mt. VerMMi Street, b Udmgiaa. 

changed to "PHrqr Koad." iss 



MolBken. John, iitf 
Lgrdia. house oC bwaed. tstf; htt 
loss, ia6 

Monroe Avenue iimiaieil m a tnbr 
stitate naase for '^PHrqr Koad.* 
tss 

Anna, 67 

Ebcaeacr, Jr., €6, fU 7«. i$7 

Jede^ah. 71, UO^ 157 

Joha. 6s 

Marrett, hoose o^ 68 

Nathaa, 58, 39 

Easitn Robert, 67* 71. IS7 

TEmothr, 157 

Scrst. Williaflm9b i6b S6 (aots). S7» 
6j. IS7 
Maaroe Tavera. iss, iss (aott). 116^ 

«»7 
Musket ball faoad. io6 
Musket bafls throara iato the rivw.9| 
Mn^f, Isaacs 71* IS7 

Needham, killed aad wouaded, 157 

Meaol^ 1)4 
Ndsoa. Josiah. J9^ 104 
Newhall. Capt. Eira. 154 
Ncmaaa. Robert. S4 
Newton, alana ia. 46 

MeaoC ijo 

Wouaded. 157 
Nichols. Joha. 156 
Nina. Capt. Joha. 46k 96k lis 
North Bridge, Coacord, 7S 

Battle at, 79 

Oocopied by the British, 77 
North Church. Old North, or Chrin 

Church, Uk Bostoa, sf 
North Bad Caucus. 16 
North. Lord. 4 

OU Bdfrjr ia Lenagtoa. 6t 
Old hfaase b Coacord. 89 
Orae, Col Aaor, I9» 5*-S4 

PsgCk Capt. Jcraadah. IS4 
Pfebscr, CoL Joeeph, St 
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Ptf kcr» Cftpt. DtTid, tS4 
Efittbcth Sb» 60 

Capt. Jolia. i9bSSt S8> S9b 60b 6s- 
67> 7i» 8i» lOOb 104,-los, llOb I14» 
IS7; hit OMnpABjr, i6f 

JoaM»66»7if 117 

Jofuduii, I44t 117 

Cftpt. MoMt, 44. 96 

RcT. Theodore, 60 
Ptffiemcat, Britkh* !• i6« 
PartoM* Ct^ Lkwrmet, 61 the lOlh 

Regimeat, 77» •7» SOb 15<» 160 
Pfttcraoo, ColoAcU tt 
Payeoo, Her. PhilBp^ AJil, 119 
Petrceb Beaiamb, 144 
PeOuMn't map of Boeton tad Tidahj, 

49 (not*) 
PcpptfeU, alam In. 45 
Pcrqr» Earl, Actisf Brigadier General, 

M, III, Ii4^ii7t Ii9» i»-n6, 

li»-iSOk I3i» 155» 155. I57f I38» 

I40b l4Sf l45->47> I49-155» 160 
''Percy Road," las (note), ia6 
Chanted to "Mnaroe ATeaoe** 

ragtctted, IS5 (note) 
pup's Farm, in Cambridge, so 
CbL Timothy, iss 
i«iiiii>.iS7 
Solomon , 71, 1S7 
Pigeon, John, la, 46 
Piper's TaTem, 49 
Pietole of Mai, John Pftcainw 107 

(note) 
Pitcaim, Mai, John, 14, lOb Sit 59. 64, 

65, 68; 69b 76k 106, 107, ii4> 115 
Pljrmpton, Thonua, 46 
Pdle, Capt. Mnndy, of the loth Rcgi- 

inent, 77t 9t» 9S» 9«t 160 
P0U7, William, 143, 157 
PMneroy, CoL Seth, 11 

Porter, Aiahel, 57, 5S> 68, 70, 157 
Potter, Second Lient. Isaacs iiit isS* 

159 
Powder, throtim bto the rhrer, 94 
Preble, Jedidiah, lo^ 11 
Pnfaoe to the Pint Edition. tB 
Preface to this Edition, si 
Pleatiait George^ 139 . 



Pircecott, Abel Jr^ 99b 156 
ColoneL A( 
Dr. 8amnel,V!6:^ 4b 

Prieob PUdn, §7 "" 
Prince, Capt. Aas, 134 
Priaonert, irtt AsMrkan* that were 
captnred, 5' 

First British, that were captured, 71 
Pnllingb Capt. John, Jr., S3, S4 
Ponkatasset HB, 41, 75, 80 
Putnam, Capt. Edaa., 134 

Henry, 143. I57 

Capt. John, 134 

Mrs. John P., presents Msior Pfe- 
caim's pistols to LeiSnglon, 107 
(note). 

Nathan, 144, 156 

Pcrley, I43t IS6 

Qobcy, Dorothy, 31 

RamsdeD, AbednegOb I43« 157 

Rand, the widow, 50 

Raymond, John, IS5, IS7« I30b I3a* 

157 
Reeding^ alarm in, 34 

Men 0^96 
Reed,Asahel, 157 
George, 157 
Jamee,7S»73 
JoshQa,7S 
Mr., 31 

Thaddens,llo 
Rcrere, PanI, i6w l8, I9b SI-3S, 38, 
40|i53f6o 
. Richardson, Josialw 57» 58* 69 

S3 

136 
John, 71, 157 
Robins, Cspt. Joseph, 8bs partial 
master roll of his company, 174 

Thomas, 51 
Robinson, Uevt. CoL John, 8s 
Rosbnry, alarm in, 45 

Men of, 134 

Misshig,lS7 
RuMsW, Anna, 144 
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Rmtdi H wi , Lenifftoii. S7p tS4 
Jftmw,iS4 

Jmoo. 13I, t40b 14I> 156 
Setk, is6 
Cmvl Stephen, 4$ 

Salca. killed, 157 

MeaoC ISS 
Saaderton; EQiah, 19^ sS* 37 

Semoel, 127; kflUnc of Ut ocnr, 117 

Saadwidi, Eari ot s 

Scelpbg cbaried to tkt Amerkaiie. 89 

Seerer, EUjah, 157 

Seatine l t, int potttat of AmerkaB, 

155 
Sliattiick, Col DmH 54 
Sliaw, Capt. Peter, 134 
Shed, Abigal, widoir of Ebcnoer, loee, 

Semoel, Ikmb* looted, bvreeii or 
kighboF riddled with boUett, 

l$l 

Siblcj, Her. J. L., 49 

Sihrcr tankard of the commmikMi 
eenrioe belongiat to the dinrch 
In Meaotoaqr (Ariintton) stolen, 
158 

Simonds, Joehna, 6$, €7* 7> 

Smith, Capt. Aaron, 154 

Lieut. Col Praadt, ao^ 41^ 49^ 51, 

58. 70, 73-?^ 8s, 91-^Sf 99b lOS; 

womded, 106^ 109, lia» ii4t iiS« 

li7» ixi. 1X5* it7» 128, 150b 146k 

Isaacs 117 
Capt. Joeeph, 96 
Capt. Robert, 134 

Capt. WUUam, 81, 83; loeee hie 
hor»e,93; muster roU of hie com- 
pany, 177 
Somcnet man of war, 18, s5 

SonenriOe, battle b, 150 
Cooncil of war in, IS5 

Killed, IS7 

Percjr'a adrance throufh, 49 
Percj'a retreat throuth, 130 
Sons of Liberty, 16^ ti 



Sonter, Captain, of the Marine^ lis, 

>s8,i59 
Sooth Bridge, Concord, 77, 9t, 9S 
Sooth End Caocoa, 16 
Soothwick, Georieb i4St i|6. 
Spring VaOejr, 119^ lao 
Spy Pond, 119^ lao 
Stamp Act, s 

repealed, t 
Stedaun, Captain, is, 54 
Stickncy, Capt. Jonathan, 96 
Stooc^C^pt. Moffft 96 
Stow, BMn cit 97 

Woonded, 157 
Sodbory, alarm in, 46 

Killed and woonded, 157 

Men 01^96 
Snthcriand, Lieotenant, of the 58th 

Kagiment, 84. 99b IS8 
Sword of slain British oflic er tound, 
106 (nou) 

Tanner's Braok, 99 
Tea, tax on, t 
Tewksbory, alarm hi, 41 
Thatcher, Capt. Snannd, 104, 146 
Thompson, Daniel, lOOb 105, 157 
Thoradikeb Capt. LarUn, 154 
Thomhigb WDBaaa, IQ5 
Tidd, Beniamin, 58, 59 

John, 157 

Lieot. William, 67* 68 
Tolman, son of Dr. Tobnan, 144, 

157 
Tooke, John Hbmeb i6i, i6« 
Townsend, Daniel, 143, 157 
Treaty of Peace, Peb. lo^ I765> I 
Trenaiers, destroyed, 9s 
Tkull, Capt. John, 41, 44 
Tnfta, Dr., 14s 

John, 136 

Mr., s6 

Mrs. Rebecca, 136 

Mra. Tfanothy, 51 

SamoeI,50 

Tavern, 56b 156; feoted and aet oa 
ire, 156 

Tkaodqr, Sit 150 
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Underwood, Capt. Timotlqr, 97 

Vanmm, Gcacrtl, 41, 44 
VtletTftTeni,75, 106 

Walker. Capt. Joihoa, 97 

WaOaott Dwiniaop, 144. 156 

Waltoo, Capt. Joha, 96 

Ward, Artemaa* 11 

Warren, Dr. Joaepli, 18, si, S3, Ii8» 

is>> ISS. 1)6 
Waehiafton, George, 3 
Waters, Colonel, 18 
Watertowa, killed, 157 

Men of, 134 
Watton, Abrakaa, 5s 

Jacob, borne o^ 147 
Webb, Jotham, 143, 136 
WcUiafton, Benjamin, first armed 

American uken priaoner, 39 
WeIak,E.,73 

Mr.,7> 

Dr. Thomas, 118 
Wcttiord, men oi^ 97 
Wetherbjr't Tavern, 
(Ariintton) (1 
Tavern). I9b 3« 
Wheeler, Timoclqr, 78 
Whitcom, Capt. William. 97 
White. Capt. Beniamin, 5s 

CapL Thomas, 133 
"White Cockade," 43. B3 



in AsenottNnjr 
Black, Horse 



Whitinf, Cspt. Motes, 43, 134 
Whittcmorsb Samoel, |s» 141, 14s* 

l44t >47» 156 
Kirs. Samoel, 141, 14s 
Wilkes, Lord Mayor of London, 4 
Willard, Thomas It, 73 
Wiffis Creek, 4t> 49 
WQlaon, Cspt. Jonathan, 39^ 81, 100^ 

ios>is6 

Mister roll of his company, 176 
Wbship, Jason, 14>-144. UT. 156 

Son of Jason, 144 

Simon, 58 

Thomas, 71. IS7 
Wiiwell, CspL Jeremiah, 130 
Wobom, alarm m, 33 

Killed and wounded. 137 

Men of. 97 
Wood, Amos, 7S. 91 

Ephraim, 7S, 91 

Syhrantn, 34, ^ 7* 
Woodbmy, Samoel, 144, 136 
Wooden Spoons destroyed in Con cor d, 

9t 

Worcester, alarm in, 46 
Worcester County Convention, 15 
Wripit Tsvem, In C on c o r d, 7^ 93 
Wyman, Amos, 31 

Jabei, 14s, 143. 147. 156 

Nathaniel, loo^ 105. 157 

** Yankee Doodfe," 115 
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